
Pastor Writes ... 
By Malcolm Dyer 

 

If you are on Facebook you will 

know that Christmas is fast          

approaching, not least because of 

regular, annoying posts that tell us 

how many more 'sleeps' until 

Christmas! If you are not on      

Facebook, you will still know   

Christmas is fast approaching      

because shops are sell ing       

Christmas merchandise - some 

have been since August and are 

playing canned Christmas music! 

If you visit Hope Central you will 

find a transformation has taken 

place allowing 500 school children 

to be transported back in time to 

witness for themselves the true 

meaning of Christmas as Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to introduce 

another generation to the wonder of 

God's love and grace. 

But let's remember, it is not Xmas, 

nor holiday time, but CHRISTmas, 

the time when the Church         

celebrates the first coming of Jesus, 

born in a stable to Mary. John's 

gospel reminds us that Jesus was 

and is God – do not try and      

separate his deity and humanity - 

and that he willingly lived among us 

as a complete human person,   

humbly submitting himself to the 

indignities of birth, life and a       

humiliating death on a cross. Our 

own Christmas theme this year is 

JESUS: Light of the World.  

In John 8:12 Jesus states,  “I am 

the light of the world. Whoever    

follows me will never walk in     

darkness, but will have the light of 

life”.  

I love to read about science, but 

struggle to understand it, but one 

thing it does for me is make me 

more in awe of our wonderful   

creator.  A study of light reveals it is 

the product of electromagnetic    

radiation and has the properties of 

both a particle and a wave. That 

may be so, not that I really          

understand this! What I do          

understand is that when I turn on 

my car's headlights it helps me to 

find my way, I can tell people I look 

like George Clooney, but the light of 

day (or even a dimly lit torch)      

reveals the sad truth that I do not, 

and that light is essential to life.  

We see each of these concepts 

summed in up in one superlative 

statement of Jesus in John 14:6, “I 

am the way, the truth and the life. 

No-one comes to the Father except 

through me.”    cont ... 
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Welcome 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a parent led 

Crèche, Noah’s Ark (Reception to 

School Year 2), G-force (School 

Year 3 to Year 6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 
In Jesus we can find everything we 

need to navigate the blessings and 

difficulties of life, the joys and the 

tragedies. He is still “the way, the 

truth and the light.” Even when life 

seems to grow darker and darker 

we can still find hope in Jesus 

Christ.  John 1:4 says this of Jesus, 

“In him was life, and that life was 

the light of all mankind. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.” Nor 

will it ever! I hope you will be able to 

join us for our Christmas services 

as we join together to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. 

             

Denise and I are excited to be 

spending our first Christmas in 

Ryedale and pray that each of you 

will be so blessed over this         

wonderful Chr istmas per iod,         

experiencing the joy and peace of 

Christ in your lives and your family's 

lives. 

Blessings to all,           

Malcolm and Denise. 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

Pastor Writes cont ... 

 

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
normally come together  
at Hope Central on the 
first and third     
Wednesday of every 
month although in      
December they are only 
meeting once.      
Lunch is £3 and served 
at 12.30pm.  
 

 

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

Wednesday 
20th 

DECEMBER 

Young at Heart 

 

Boiler Room 
 Prayer Meeting 

Tuesday 12th & 19th December 
1.30pm - 2.30pm 

Hope Central 

 

ONLY ONE 
MEETING IN 
DECEMBER 
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All of this sounds like we had no 

problems – wrong! We faced many 

difficulties, trials and heartaches. 

Maybe they are stories for another 

time!   

What we do know is that God has 

been with us every step of the way, 

through good times and hard times. 

He has never let us down.          

Everything we have been through 

has taught us more about Him and 

more about ourselves. The process 

of being changed into His likeness 

will now continue as we begin life 

b a c k  w h e r e  w e  s t a r t e d ,              

geographically. We look forward to 

being part of Elim Ryedale Church 

and seeing what God is going to do 

in our lives and in the life of the 

church. 

Life then took a surprising turn 

when John was offered the position 

of Principal of the Bible Training 

Centre in Ghana, West Africa. For 

those who don’t know, this great 

church has missions work in one 

hundred countries and has a      

current membership of over two 

million. This wasn’t an easy time for 

us and we faced many challenges 

but it was a time of growth and    

development for both of us, and an 

amazing experience.  

We worked in Ghana for eleven 

years before transferring to Dublin. 

The church was in Ballyfermot, 

noted for being a drug area with 

high rates of  immigrat ion,            

unemployment ,  abuse and          

violence. We loved it and during our 

time we saw the church grow from 

thirty-five to ninety. In 2008 we    

returned to UK to minister in      

Barking, East London. Barking is a 

melting pot of nationalities from   

Africa, The Caribbean and Eastern 

Europe. We faced new challenges 

but God knows what he is doing 

and our time in Ghana and Dublin 

really helped us to reach out to 

those from other nationalities. The 

church grew to nearly 600 people 

which was so exciting. 

We were both brought up in Malton 

and Norton. We started going out 

together in 1966, had two sons, and 

married in 1970. It was a pretty 

stormy relationship until, in 1984, all 

four of us gave our lives to Jesus  

and things changed dramatically. 

We joined the Elim church in Malton 

and became fully involved in      

everything which was going on. The 

church entered a time of growth 

and as a result John gave up his 

driving job and joined the ministry 

t eam f ocus ing  ma in l y  on          

evangelism. In 1987 we saw the 

need for theological training and left 

our teenage sons and embarked on 

a two year course at Elim Bible   

College. The plan was that we 

would return to Malton. It was a 

time of spiritual growth and       

challenge and we soon realised that 

God had other plans for us! 

At the end of the course we were 

given the opportunity of being part 

of Kensington Temple in London 

with responsibility for a pioneer 

church in Slough. Both Darryl and 

Jay joined us there. It was a great 

time of learning and putting faith 

into action. The church grew from 

zero to around seventy people in 

three years. 

Our Story - A Testimony By John and Trish Waller 

 

NO MEETING IN      
DECEMBER 

 
Next Meeting: 

 
Sunday 28th January 

2018 
 

Please join us as we pray 
into the life of the church for 

this New Year! 



 

 

 

The result of the Experience has 

been incredible with comments like 

“Excellent - best one I’ve been to 

yet” from one of the school teachers 

and “One of the best school trips 

ever - it’s so magical” from one of 

the pupils. 

But the truth is that none of this 

would be possible without the hours 

that our helpers put in.  We owe 

them a great deal and I cannot 

thank them enough! 

Please continue to pray for the    

Experience that those who come 

and witness it, both children and 

adults alike, will leave with the 

knowledge that they have been 

changed by our Lord’s glory and 

grace. 

I have found myself overwhelmed 

by kindness, generosity and     

dedication shown by our workers 

and volunteers.  From Paul and 

John (who stopped me from staple 

gunning myself to the wall!!) to 

Becky and Andy Holmes (whose 

c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d                

encouragement have meant so 

much) - not to mention Richard and 

Dave Davies who have kept us all 

pumped up on tea, coffee and food! 
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I’ve been involved in the Christmas 

and Easter Experiences for about 3 

years now, usually acting as Mary 

at Christmas and Mary Magdalene 

at Easter.  It’s always a fantastic 

time, but this year will definitely 

stand out as the most memorable, 

as my roles got changed! 

This Christmas I was hired to help 

design and create the Experience, 

starting with jotting out ideas from 

home back in August to spending 

10 hours a day in Hope Central   

during set up week. 

Christmas Experience By Debbie Phillips 



At Hope Central we provide a 

Christmas Day Dinner; a free      

service to people who are on their 

own or in poverty. 

If you would like to book a place, 

please contact 

the office on 

01653 697796 

(Transport can  

be arranged) 
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Let’s Celebrate!! 

 

Christmas Day Dinner 

 

Monday 25th December    
1.00pm to 3.00pm       

Hope Central 

 

Christmas  
Bring and Share 

PARTY!!  

Sunday 10th December 

 

On Sunday 10th December it is 

our Christmas Bring and Share 

Lunch  

We supply the drinks, just bring 

enough for you and your family plus a 

little extra to share ... we might even 

have some Christmas games             

to follow! 

Everyone welcome! 

 

New Year’s Eve 

’Looking Forward’  

Communion Service 
Sunday 31st December 

Norton College     

10.30am 



 

 

 

 

the possibility of snow! But above all 

we have the time of advent, where 

we look forward to the arrival of our 

Saviour King. Jesus is such a      

precious gift for every person on 

Earth. How wonderful that God 

would choose to come to Earth so 

that we may know Him personally. 

‘Jesus is the only one who can save 

people. His name is the only power 

in the world that has been given to 

save anyone. We must be saved 

through Him’  Acts 4:12 
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During November, Ablaze has been 

a little quiet! Our numbers on     

Tuesday evenings have dropped 

but the quality of attendees has not. 

Neither has the quality of Richard’s 

cakes!  Do you know any            

secondary school aged young     

people who you could offer a ride to 

Ablaze on Tuesday nights?   

We’ve had a couple of ‘Chill It’    

evenings, enjoying each other’s 

company, playing games (a new 

one to us is  ‘Uno Rummy-Up’). 

We’ve spent an evening discussing 

self-control and another looking at 

Nehemiah and how he got the wall 

around Jerusalem built.  

In December we’re having a ‘Play It’ 

evening called ‘Let It Snow’.       

Another evening  we’re watching an 

excellent  film called ‘The Nativity’ 

which will take us back to the way 

people lived in the time Jesus was 

born, and our finale for the year will 

be our Sherlock Holmes Party – an 

evening that includes a three 

course meal, the game 221b Baker 

Street and of course gifts!  

I’ve come to love December in the 

UK (Christmas has been a summer 

event  for 80% of my life) I love the 

way it gets dark early which        

enables the twinkly Christmas lights 

to shine so brightly and then there’s  

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 

 

   

ABLAZE YOUTH 
Every Tuesday 

in term time 
7.30pm - 9.00pm 

A Good Read By Keith Stolting 
I think this may be an essential read for any married couple, however long you have 

been married!  I wish I had read it years ago!!         

Dani Richardson is living the dream, a corporate lawyer, married to the man of her 

dreams and a beautiful child to boot so why does she feel so desperately miserable?  

When Dani and her husband decide to buy and renovate the old Attabury house in 

Ridgemount, North Carolina, she has no idea that God might have other plans when it 

comes to her life and her marriage.  This book takes you on a decidedly different type 

of romantic journey that’s less about discovery as it is about rediscovery.  In these 

pages you will find hope, you’ll find real life and you’ll find peace as you read of     

characters who do not have perfect lives, who make mistakes but who ultimately     

experience the life that God truly has in store for each of us, if we can find the courage 

to surrender to His plan for our lives. 
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What a success we had for the 

Ryedale Foodbank collection at 

Morrisons on Thursday 16th       

November.  We were given £112 in 

cash donations and collected over 

400kgs of food.   

People have been so generous in 

the run up to Christmas giving    

luxury goods and things like advent 

calendars and selection boxes so 

that the children that we work with 

can have some lovely treats for 

Christmas.  Although I appreciate 

that Christmas isn’t all about food, 

chocolate and presents, it’s about 

love - God’s love on display in the 

What a Success! By Lesley Hurley 

  Tuesday      
    19th      
December 

2.00 - 3.00pm 

 

For more information about  
Ryedale Foodbank please speak to 

Lesley Hurley on 
(01653) 697796 or 228118 

ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 
www.elimryedale.net 

 

Official Trussell Trust website: 
www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 

 
CHRISTMAS OPENING 

Last distribution at Pickering:    
Thursday 21st December 

Last distribution at Hope Central:  
Friday 22nd December 

 
Ryedale Foodbank open again:  

Tuesday 2nd January at HOWE RD 

 

 

Friday 15th December  
7:30pm Hope Central 

 

         £10 per team 
4 people per team 

Includes Christmas Food 
 

A fabulous prize to be won! 
  

 

 Stepping Stones     
Christmas Party        

Tuesday 12th December 
 

Restart in New Year       
Tuesday 9th January 2018 

form of a baby, coming to earth to 

save mankind, but by giving so         

generously we show God’s love in 

very practical ways and that is    

brilliant! 

It was decided this year that as we 

have had a very busy run up to 

Christmas in previous years but 

only one or two referrals over the 

festive period, we would not be 

open for distribution between 

Christmas and New Year.  This also 

gives our volunteers a well earned 

break - thank you to everyone for all 

your hard work, it really is           

appreciated.  May I wish you a very 

Happy Christmas and God’s    

Blessing for a peaceful New Year! 

           

Hope Central 

will close at 

5 . 00pm  on 

Thursday 21st 

December and 

re-open on 

Wednesday 3rd 

January 2018 
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Meet our leaders: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

So this is Christmas,         

and what have you done?         

Another year over,         

and a new one just begun! 

Song lyrics like this help us to reflect  

and consider the important things  in 

life.  Time to get inspired for the 

coming year, to make decisions now 

instead of empty promises in     

January.  Time to take hold of the 

promises God has given through His 

word and to live in 2018 with       

conviction, compassion and courage 

 

The film courageous is an           

encouraging, inspiring and thought 

provoking film.  Take an evening in 

the busyness of Christmas to sit 

back, recharge your batteries and 

let God reveal to you the             

courageous man that he sees you 

becoming in 2018. 

For a sneak pre-view of the film, 

visit the following site:   

h t t p : / / w w w . i m d b . c o m / t i t l e /

t t 1 6 3 0 0 3 6 / v i d e o p l a y e r /

vi1058844697?ref_=vi_nxt_ap 

Dates  at a glance:                    

Stepping Stones    Christmas Quiz Night      Men’s Film Night                

Tuesday 5th Dec (At Salvation Army) Friday 15th December    Wednesday 20th December 

Tuesday 12th Dec (Christmas Party) 

Ablaze Youth     Christmas Carol Service   Christmas Eve Celebration  

Tuesday 5th & 12th December  Sunday 17th December   Sunday 24th December      

Tuesday 19th (Sherlock Holmes Party)             

              Christmas Day Dinner                     

Boiler Room Prayer Meeting   Spring Cottage Service   Monday 25th December     

Tuesday 12th & 19th December  Tuesday 19th December        

              New Year’s Eve Communion 

Christmas Bring & Share Lunch  Young at Heart           Service            

Sunday 10th December   Wednesday 20th December   Sunday 31st December 

  Calling All Men ... By Paul Noble 

 
 
 

Andy  
Holmes 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sara             
Abbey 

 
 
 

Malcolm and Denise Dyer 
(Minister and Wife)                   

Mobile Number for Malcolm: 
07837 886962 

 
 

Graeme    
Parkins 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Men’s Event 
Film Night 

 

 

Wednesday                
20th December 

 

7.00pm 
Hope Central 

 
 


