
Pastor’s Thoughts ... 
By Malcolm Dyer 

 

We live in days when Christianity is 

increasingly marginalised in society 

and individual Christians are      

challenged when their faith is 

brought into the workplace. We 

have also witnessed significant    

decline in the 

mainline churches 

as the number of 

professing and 

active Christians 

seems to have         

plummeted. The 

media pick up on 

this and continue 

to predict dire 

consequences for the Christian 

church in the UK. We are also    

witnessing growth in other religions 

in the UK and the continuing growth 

of secularism evidenced by greater 

numbers of people who declare 

they have no faith. It is easy to   

believe media portrayals of the 

church and become disillusioned 

and even retreat to the safety of the 

four walls of church buildings.   

However, before we fall into despair 

perhaps we need to ask if the     

media picture of the Church in the 

UK is true. For myself, I do not find 

this to be a true picture of the state 

of faith in the UK today. I often hear 

stories of churches across the UK 

who are vibrant, growing, faith-filled 

and are act ive ly  br ing ing          

transformation and life to their   

communities. Dead churches will 

die and fade away, but living  

churches will continue to thrive and 

bring hope to the hopeless.  

A couple of years ago a report was 

commissioned by the Church of 

England, Evangelical Alliance and 

HOPE. Far from 

p a i n t i n g  a     

negative picture 

of the UK Church, 

the report was 

able to identify 

s o m e  v e r y     

positive findings.  

 57% of people 

in England identify as Christian (9% 
practicing Christians). 

 66% of practicing Christians have 

talked about Jesus to a non-Christian 
in the last month. 

 72% of practicing Christians feel 

comfortable talking to non-Christians 
about Jesus. 

 A majority of English non-

Christians (67%) know a Christian. 

 Most non-Christians (60%) enjoy 

the company of a Christian they know. 

 Non-Christians attribute more  

positive than negative qualities to the 
Christian they know. 

 One in five non-Christians who 

know Christians are open to an        
experience or encounter with Jesus. 
 

Can I suggest that we respond to 

these findings in a couple of simple 

ways:      

Firstly, if one in five people are 

open to an experience or encounter 

with Jesus, let us make a list of five 

non-Christians who we know who  
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Welcome 

 We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a parent led 

Crèche, Noah’s Ark (Reception to 

School Year 2), G-force (School 

Year 3 to Year 6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 
we can pray for daily to come to 

know Jesus. 

Secondly, can we walk and pray for 

the roads we live in, our own street 

and our own neighbours for     

blessing, transformation and favour 

and that our neighbours will find 

faith in Jesus. 

These two simple acts of prayer 

can have a profound effect on the 

people we live amongst, we know 

and meet on a daily basis. Jesus'  

response to Peter's declaration of his 

deity was simple and profound and 

should encourage us today, “...I will 

build my Church and the gates of 

hell will not overcome it.”     (Matthew 

16:18).  

It may be that our prayers and our 

witness will be used by God to bring 

our own friends and neighbours into 

a living faith in Jesus. 

Blessings to you all.         

Malcolm and Denise. 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

Pastor’s Thoughts Continued... 

 

Sunday 22nd October 
 

7.30pm 
 

Hope Central 
 

An opportunity to pray into the future of Elim Ryedale 
Church.  Please join us as we continue to pray and 

seek God in this new season 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the Sunday                 

morning service 

Bring enough for you and your     

family plus a little extra to share.  

We’ll supply the drinks! 

                               

Bring and Share 
Lunch  

Sunday 8th October 
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be feasible.  My answer was a    

resounding “yes”.  God was       

definitely in this move. 

And so, on 25 May we moved to 

Swinton. The move itself was made 

slightly more stressful as my dad 

was in hospital with pneumonia and 

my mum, who was recovering from 

cancer, was to become ill and need 

a further operation.  But God’s hand 

has been on us and on all aspects 

of the move.  The girls have settled 

into life here so quickly and easily 

and are busy making friends.  Matt 

has also found the transition easier 

than expected.  Funnily enough, as 

“the local” I’ve perhaps found it 

hardest. 

But we know this is where we’re 

meant to be – in every sense.  And 

we are currently praying as to how 

we can best serve God and His 

mission here. 

Janet, Matt, Abigail and Sophia Burrows 

 

Our first visit to Elim Ryedale (with 

a view to it being ‘our church’), was 

shortly after the start of the         

interregnum, but God confirmed to 

us this was where he wanted us to 

worship, to fellowship and to serve.  

Subsequent visits over the coming 

months re-enforced this. 

So, after months of planning,   

preparation, and prayer, our house 

went on the market, and 10 days 

later we sold it for the full asking 

price.  It certainly appeared as if our 

call was indeed to Malton.  In one of 

those God-incidences, the day we 

sold our old house, the house we 

had had our eye on since that very 

first November day, was decreased 

in price.  Having viewed it, put in an 

offer, and had it accepted, the move 

began to be a reality. 

Matt works from home when he’s 

not visiting customers.  So, for him, 

it didn’t really matter where we 

lived.  I worked for NYCC, based in 

Northallerton.  Having spoken to my 

line manager about options other 

than handing in my notice, 2 days 

later she asked me whether     

working from Ryedale House would  

For more than two years I had felt a 

call to move, but had no idea where 

to or what to.  I had pushed on a 

number of doors, which had all   

remained firmly shut.  Matt was also 

uncertain as to whether this was 

God – he acknowledged there were 

a growing number of “push” factors 

for leaving Northallerton where we 

were living, but there was no “pull”.  

God seemed to be silent on the  

details of the calling, and I began to 

wonder whether I was indeed   

hearing from God. 

I was therefore rather surprised 

when in November 2016 Matt    

suggested we move to the Malton 

area, where I was born and grew 

up.  My polite response was “no”, 

but God had other ideas.  I put   

forward lots of arguments – but God 

had answers for them all.  So, we 

began to seriously pray into and 

explore the possibilities. 

To my further surprise, Abigail and 

Sophia (our daughters) were really 

enthusiastic about the potential 

move and my parents were, not 

surprisingly, over the moon to think 

we would move closer to them. 

Testimony By Janet Burrows 

 

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm.  
On occasions the group 
have special trips out, 
please see below the 
events coming up. 

 

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

Wednesday 
4th and 18th 

 OCTOBER 

Young at Heart 



 

Over the next few weeks, I will be 

putting finishing touches to all the 

preparations and will come up with 

a job list ... so please, keep this 

night free if you are able and if by 

any chance I don’t need to use you 

on the night, you can always just 

turn up and enjoy the fireworks ... 

now that would be a novelty!! 

However, we do still need you!!  

There will be help needed in the 

canteen, coffee house, on some 

games as well as marshalling and 

other jobs 
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You might have noticed from the 

recent advertising for the Family 

Fun Night that this year we are   

billing it as ‘New Look’.  We have 

indeed changed some things about 

the event, not least the fact that 

there will be an improved firework 

display ... I know how can we     

actually improve on the displays 

that we’ve had in previous years, 

but wait and see!!  The Fireworkers 

company which David Parker works 

with have come up with a brilliant 

display and I’m really looking      

forward to seeing how that goes. 

Regarding other aspects of the   

evening, after consulting the     

feedback from previous events, we 

have decided to pare back on some 

of the games, it seems that people 

predominantly come for the        

fireworks and less and less for the 

games, therefore we are going to 

concentrate on providing a few 

good quality activities ... oh yes and 

lots of face painting, which is      

always popular!! 

New Look Family Fun Night By Sara Abbey 

         

Christmas Experience                  

Missing: Joseph of Bethlehem!  

(and builders!)  

Could you play the part of Joseph? 

Before you totally dismiss the idea 

please take a few minutes to 

prayerfully consider whether you 

could take part in this year’s    

Christmas Experience. Whether 

you have 2 days or 2 weeks to offer 

we would love to have you join the 

team.  

Acting not your thing?  

We also need people to help with 

construction and painting.  

Lift the Lid Update By Becky Ibbotson 
 

 

 

 

            

No previous experience needed, 

training given on the job and     

handsomely paid with tea and cake! 

Please see Becky Ibbotson if you 

are able to help 

STOP PRESS! 

We are delighted to welcome two 

new members to the Lift the Lid 

team.  

Mandy Head will be joining us to 

design resources for Secondary 

School Resource Designer and 

Lucy Lawson will be working to   

design Primary School resources.  
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Hi everyone, I’m Rosie and I started 

university at the end of September.  

I have God to thank for that! 

I started my university journey not 

knowing what I really wanted to do.  

I applied to various uni’s (York, 

St.John, Sheffield Hallam, Leeds 

Beckett and Birmingham) and      

various courses mainly concerning 

childhood studies,  but nothing fit.  

During all of this I developed an 

anxiety disorder which lasted about 

a month and a half.  I believe this 

was a BIG sign from God saying 

‘this is not My plan for you’.  So I 

prayed a lot and 

decided to apply for 

a social work 

course at Leeds 

Beckett as it was a 

campus I liked, 

however the anxiety 

still wasn't fully 

gone at this time.  I felt I had no 

other option though and just went 

with it instead of relying fully on 

God to provide.  So I applied, got 

an interview and it was whilst at that 

that I discovered I would actually be 

in the city campus, which I didn’t 

like and actually the lecturers didn’t 

seem very friendly. 

Fortunately I didn’t get the        

placement there and so had to   

refocus my attention elsewhere.  I 

had previously applied to Sheffield 

Hallam because my mum lives 

there, albeit for childhood studies 

but then the option of social work 

came up.  The only snag was that I 

needed 150 hours of previous work 

experience and I only had about 80.  

At this time there was only about a 

month before I had to make a     

decision on UCAS as to my first 

and second choice placements, so 

time was running out!  However my 

6th Form tutor encouraged me to 

call Sheffield so I prayed before I  

  Tuesday      
    17th      

October 
2.00 - 3.00pm 

rang and everything just seemed to 

start falling into place.  The anxiety 

that I had previously been suffering 

with just seemed to leave at this 

point and I realised I could do this!  

So I got accepted for an interview 

and through my previous failed    

attempt at Leeds, I felt prepared to 

take it on. Apparently I aced the   

interview because I’m here now! 

My anxiety has completely cleared 

up now and I know this is where God 

wants me to be.  My mum had met 

someone before my course started 

that is involved in social work and he 

gave her some 

books for me.  I also 

thoroughly enjoy my 

lectures and am    

getting on with    

everyone here.  I am 

in the collegiate   

campus instead of 

the city campus so I still have lovely 

grassy areas to sit, there is another 

Christian in my flat with a room just 

opposite me.  My family aren’t too 

far away and I have my mum here 

so I don’t have to struggle finding my 

way around places or even figuring 

out all the bus times by myself!  I 

was actually quite poorly for the first 

two days here and my Mum was 

able to help me with that - if I’d have 

been anywhere else I would have 

had to cope by myself. 

I just thank and praise God for     

getting me to where I’m meant to be 

and I trust that I can just keep      

following God’s 

plan for my life. 

 

 

 

 

Testimony By Rosemarie Donaldson 

  

Men’s Event 
Off the Record 

 

 
Saturday 21st October 

7.00pm - 9.00pm 
Hope Central 

 

 
An opportunity for the men to talk 

through topics which can sometimes 
be difficult.  A look at what the Bible 
says about these topics and a time 

to pray together. 
For more information please see 

Paul Noble 
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Ablaze is back into schools now. I’d 

like to welcome and thank Richard 

Jarvis, Evelyne Screeton and Josh 

Camps for joining the Ablaze 

Schools team. Its great to have you! 

Thanks also to our Ablaze Sunday 

leaders; Pauline Straw, Jeff      

Bentley, Alison Nicholas and Becky 

Dale. Becky Dale also leads Ablaze 

on Tuesday nights  and Friday night 

‘Live Its’. Dave Davies and Ian 

Ramsden work hard at our Monday 

night Ablaze ‘Chill It’ and on     

Tuesday evenings. What a great 

team! Your input into our young 

people is greatly appreciated.   

Over the last few Tuesdays, Ablaze 

has been fishing at Kirkbymoorside 

(a big thanks to Ian Ramsden), has 

taken a look at ‘Suffering’ and had 

the blue mat out (a signal for mess) 

for some games involving water. It 

was a bit disappointing nobody got 

so wet that they had to change their 

clothes! We’ve also had delicious 

fun creating ice cream sundaes. 

The prizes went to creations named 

‘ S q u i s he d  S n o wm a n ’  a n d 

‘Delicious’. 

October for Ablaze always means 

The Gathering! This year the title is 

‘For Such A Time As This’. We’re 

looking forward to getting together 

with lots of other young people at 

Event City Arena in Manchester 

(21st and 22nd October). It’s lovely 

of Bethany Church to host us on the 

Saturday night. 

On the last day of October, Ablaze 

are hosting a light party called ‘Get 

Glowin’’ at Hope Central from 5.30  

to 7 pm. It’s for all children aged 7 

to 11.  Please take some            

invitations! We’ll be having snacks,   

refreshments, games, music and a 

few sweets. No, no lots of sweets!! 

Party goers can come dressed up! 

Please let Sue know if you’d like to 

help in any way (that includes any 

of our church   

family) 

 

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 

 

   

ABLAZE YOUTH 
Every Tuesday 

in term time 
7.30pm - 9.00pm 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

 

ABLAZE  
FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST 

Saturday 4th November 

 

Hope Central 
 

Please pop this date in your diary  
More information to follow 
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sat down and started to pray      

intensely for anything and          

everything: personal issues,    

problems at home, each other and 

much more.  As we prayed we 

started getting prophecies from 

God and the images we got were 

all interlaced with each other.  I 

specifically got words about family 

but also about a revolution of 

Christianity that’s coming soon.  I 

saw fire (the Holy Spirit) spreading 

across England, being sent down 

from heaven - I truly believe revival 

is coming.  The world is in a pretty 

bad state and it seems that we 

can’t make a difference but Jesus 

came to this earth when humanity 

was at its lowest and when it 

seemed there was no hope.  Jesus 

changed all that and I believe He is 

going to do it again, and ‘soon’ (as 

Revelation 1:1 tells us). 

We need to be ready for Him as He 

calls us all to evangelism and so I 

encourage you to persevere with 

God, to keep praying and to keep 

that same passion alive you once 

had when you first gave your life to 

Jesus. 

There’s an awesome quote by 

C.S.Lewis that goes “I believe in 

Christianity just as the sun has 

risen.  Not only because I see it but 

by it I see everything else” 

I have been going to Elim Festival 

for 4 years, each with its own      

incredible highlights, including my 

first year (2014) because I became 

a Christian with my sister Rosie!  I 

really felt that 2017 was the best 

year so far because God spoke to 

me in astonishing ways. 

I definitely felt my faith was 

strengthened and I knew that when 

I drew close, He really met me 

there.  It’s overwhelming to think 

that the same God who created the 

universe from a single breath and is 

so full of glory that angels can’t 

even look upon Him, ‘delights in 

every detail of our lives’ (Psalm 37).  

God loves to see us laugh and for 

us to speak with Him.  Even though 

we may be small in comparison to 

God’s other creations, we are the 

most  s pec ia l ,  H is  p r i zed             

possessions and He gave up      

everything to be with us through 

Christ! 

What I was previously saying all 

leads up to what happened at one 

of the evening sessions of Elim 

Festival.  The meeting was at a 

close and Beccy Straw, Rosie and I 

stayed behind just to spend time in 

God’s peaceful presence.  There 

was nothing particularly special 

about that evening so I wasn’t    

expecting what happened next!  We 

Our Mighty God - A Testimony By Isabel Donaldson 
That day, 3 

years ago, 

when I got 

to know  

Jesus, was 

the best day 

of my life.  I 

have not 

had an easy 

journey and 

many times 

I  h a v e  

stumbled but I know now that I can 

rely on God for everything and be 

comforted by Him.  I look forward to 

the journey I have with Him and the 

purpose I will fulfil in this life that He 

has blessed me with.  And even 

thought I know that I won’t do      

everything perfectly, it will be okay 

because God will be there to hold 

me up when I stumble.  He is our 

absolute comfort, our pain-relief, our 

everything and I pray you will trust in 

Him as He takes care of each and 

every one of us. 

 

 

Mission to France By Claire Robinson 
I am on count 

down now.  I         

received a very 

clear call to      

s h o r t - t e r m      

m i s s i o n  t o 

France at Elim 

Festival last 

year.  The airline 

ticket is booked and I am off on 8th 

October for a week.   

I am joining Kevin and Teresa 

Pickup in Bayonne in the Basque 

country in south west France.  As 

yet there is no “church” but the 

Lord is beginning to call those who 

will be part of the BAB (Bayonne, 

Anglet and Biarritz) Church.  I will 

be meeting up with lots of different 

people and doing a lot of prayer 

walks.  Please pray for my         

language skills.   

I will be talking in French and     

Spanish.  I also want to know how 

the Lord wants me to support them 

in the long term.   

For further information, including  

videos from Kevin and Teresa see 

their website: eglisebab.com 
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Meet our leaders: 

 
 
 

Sara             
Abbey 

 
 
 

So recently I've been reflecting on 

the work of the Holy Spirit. It's not 

that I feel super spiritual or anything, 

but I think God has been creating a 

curiosity in me that I should explore.   

As I read the Bible I see Jesus    

healing people simply with words or 

simple actions. His disciples         

empowered by the Holy Spirit did the 

same. After Pentecost 

we don't hear of the    

disciples having special 

meetings so as to be 

filled with the Spirit 

aga in .  They had         

received the Holy Spirit, 

it was living in them and 

they went out with it.  

I've been thinking about phrases like: 

baptism in the Spirit, slain in the 

Spirit, Holy Spirit rain down. My     

curiosity recently has been to better 

understand this church jargon. To 

see whether it's helpful or not and to 

search for God's wisdom with       

regards to the Holy Spirit. I find the 

phrases above focus attention on the 

Holy Spirit's power being for me, but 

in the Bible it seems to be              

different. The Spirit comes in power 

and the disciples start performing  

miracles - which guide people's     

attention towards God - and then 

they proclaim the Good News.   

Whether the Spirit moves in a     

charismatic way or through simple 

words, the power of God is shown 

for the purpose of salvation. It is this 

point which is personally                    

challenging. I don't believe God 

wants us to experience the Holy 

Spirit in a charismatic way or as a 

sensation simply to become more 

convinced that God is real and  

powerful. I believe God stirs us 

through his Spirit so that we can go 

out empowered to make a          

difference, to change lives and   

reveal God to people.  

I'm on a search for a 

genuine experience of 

the Holy Spirit's power, 

because I'm fooling   

myself if I think I can 

make any progress on 

my own.  I want the fruit 

of the Spirit to be evident in my life 

and for God to work powerfully 

through my prayers. How about 

you? Will you search for the Holy 

Spirit's power, not for yourself but to 

see God do something incredible in 

and through your life?  

Dates  at a glance:            Young at Heart     Missionary Globe Collection 

Ablaze Chill It     Wednesday 4th & 18th Oct     Sunday 22nd Oct                

Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th Oct   Bring and Share Lunch   Onwards & Upwards Prayer 

       Sunday 8th Oct     Sunday 22nd Oct                

Stepping Stones    Spring Cottage     Family Fun Night              

Tuesday 3rd, 10th, 17th Oct   Tuesday 17th Oct    Sunday 29th Oct   

       Men’s Event      Ablaze Light Party      

Ablaze Youth      Saturday 21st Oct    Tuesday 31st Oct              

Tuesday 3rd, 10th, 17th Oct    

  Men’s Article By Paul Noble 

 
 
 

Andy  
Holmes 

 
 
 

 
 

Malcolm Dyer 
(Minister) 

 
 
 

 
 

Graeme    
Parkins 

 
 
 
 

            

MISSION GLOBE      
COLLECTION 
                         

Thank you for                   

collecting coins  t o 

support our Elim 

Missionaries.  We will be taking our 

next quarterly collection on Sunday 

22nd Oct.  Please remember to 

bring your collection globes and any 

other offering you would like to 

make to see God’s Kingdom       

extended around the world. 

 

Sunday 22nd Oct 

Sunday 19th November 


