
Pastor writes ... 
By Malcolm Dyer 

 

Writing this piece for the newsletter 

is a confirmation that we really are 

going to be joining all you good 

folks in Yorkshire! Denise and I 

both appreciate the friendship you 

have already shown to us,          

especially as we joined you for a 

Sunday service and Barbecue. We 

also appreciate the positive        

response we have received from 

you in joining together with the 

Formby church to pray for Chris 

Robinson and Andy Holmes and to 

keep on praying for them.  

It is easy to pray fervently on one 

occasion, but harder to keep    

pressing into God over an extended 

period. I really do believe that we 

need to take note of the acronym  

"P-U-S-H", "Pray Until Something 

Happens." This kind of concerted, 

persistent prayer takes effort and 

time, it can be an intrusion into our 

often busy lives, but we are called 

to pray and keep on praying          

(1 Thessalonians 5:17). In Matthew 

6 we see Jesus teaching his        

disciples to pray, to give and to fast. 

His expectations of his followers are 

shown by his words, "When you 

pray, when you fast and when you 

give..."  This expectation is         

reinforced by words from James 

5:16 "Therefore confess your sins 

to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person is 

powerful and effective."  

This reminds us and encourages us 

that our prayers can be powerful 

and effective. I am also reminded of 

words of Paul where he reminded 

the believers in Collosse to "Devote 

yourselves to prayer..." (Col 4:2) 

and, as we saw earlier, to believers 

in  Thessa lon ica  t o  "Pray             

continually..." (1 Thess 5:17). 

I suspect that there are many times 

we fail to press through in prayer, 

perhaps thinking because we 

prayed once, that is enough. I    

wonder how many situations might 

have been different if we had      

persevered, pushing through in 

God. The answer to our prayers 

may be so close, so please        

continue to pray for Andy and 

Christine, and the many other folks 

you will know who need God's    

intervention at this time. And pray 

for us, that the right house, in the 

right place, becomes available at 

the right time, as we take our place 

with you in Elim Ryedale.  

Blessings to you all, Malcolm and 

Denise. 
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Welcome 

 We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a parent led 

Crèche, Noah’s Ark (Reception to 

School Year 2), G-force (School 

Year 3 to Year 6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 
Elim Festival 2017, for me, has 

been the best ever, because God 

spoke more clearly than I had     

experienced before.  I noticed a  

remarkab le growth in our             

confidence from the first to the last 

meeting in camp. 

At ‘Live It’ group, 

prior to camp, we 

prayed for the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit.  

Through a true    

desire to serve the 

L o r d  t h r o u g h     

spiritual gifts and in 

prayer, Rosie, Izzy 

and I received the 

gift of prophecy.  

That night we      

received a total of 

15 prophecies!  It 

was so cool how the 

prophecies overlapped and were 

intricately intertwined.  The final 

meeting at ‘Junction’ started with 

testimonies which linked in with the 

prophesies we’d received the night 

before! 

The theme at the Festival was 

‘Express’ and God showed me in   

2 Cor 5:17 that ‘Anyone who       

belongs to Christ is a new creation, 

the old has gone and the new has 

come’  With God’s Spirit in us, we 

have everything we need to change 

the world.  We can choose to be 

different, to show our faith and how 

it makes us unique.  Romans 6:6 

says ‘We are no longer a slave to 

sin’  which grants us the freedom 

from the trap of sin.  God called us 

to be apart from the rest of the 

world so we can be ‘salt and light’ in 

a world of darkness. 

It was amazing to identify the    

presence of the Holy Spirit when I 

was worshipping and talking to 

God.  I find the presence of the 

Holy Spirit to be with me in the 

mundane - whether washing the 

dishes or washing my face.  It shows 

how God really cares about us all - 

how awesome to talk to the King of 

Kings!!   

God showed me the more we read 

the Word, the more 

we will know and see 

Him and the stronger 

we will be in fighting 

the enemy.  It is hard 

sometimes to read 

your Bible, but your 

faith can drift away 

when you don’t.  

However, our God is 

not silent when your 

Bible is closed - when 

we draw near to God, 

He will draw near to 

us.  Don’t let Satan 

rip you apart from 

God with distraction.  In a world 

where everything is based around 

entertainment we can be passively 

entertained in church, half-heartedly 

praise God and suppress sharing our 

faith.  With God’s help, we can     

influence people in our lives!  If we 

surrender ourselves to God, He will 

work in our lives and we will see Him 

more. 

I feel privileged to have been able to 

go to Elim Festival 2017 where we 

made close friends and where I was 

able to get closer to God! 

 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

A Testimony By Beccy Straw 
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The speakers were excellent.  Mark 

Ritchie (www.73rdtrust.com) was 

hilarious.  We laughed till we cried! 

He was deadly serious too - he 

challenged us to run our race, into 

the mess and chaos of our         

communities.  He said we may 

need to shed some things that hin-

der us and hold us back though so 

I’m praying for God’s direction,    

personally and for our church. 

I encourage you to come to Elim 

Festival next year with your family, 

as a couple or by yourself.  Please 

talk to me if you want to know more 

or visit the website:  

www.elimfestival.org 

 

next night and they also made a 

commitment!! 

It was a privilege to see God at 

work at the Festival.  One example 

was Sheila, from Bridge Community 

Church in Leeds, who is in her 80’s.  

Each year she volunteers at the 

washing up station.  She carries 

bowls of washing-up water to and 

from tables so everyone can wash 

their dishes.  One lunchtime, near 

to tears, she wanted to go home     

because her hands were so painful.  

Claire Robinson and I offered to 

pray for her and God healed her 

hands instantly!!  She continued to 

work for the rest of the camp - with 

joy! 

 

 

Elim Festival 2017 was wonderful.  

The theme was ‘Express’ and     

despite the rain and ‘glorious mud’, 

there was lots of laughter and      

camaraderie!  Sadly only a few of 

us went from Elim Ryedale this year 

but meeting up with friends old and 

new from churches in the region 

and hearing what God has been 

doing was amazing!  We are part of 

a very big family and 

God was at work 

amongst us. 

My daughter, Beccy, 

and I have been going 

to camp for seven 

years.  She and her 

friends Izzy and Rosie 

experienced a deeper 

relationship with God this year, as 

he spoke to them in pictures and 

dreams, then confirmed what He 

was saying at the meetings they 

attended.  Over 30 young people 

made a commitment to God this 

year.  One young lady was saved 

and she brought her parents the  

 

 

Elim Festival 2017 By Pauline Straw 

 

 

Sunday 24th Sept 
 

7.30pm 
 

Hope Central 
 

Malcolm will be leading 
this prayer meeting.  

Please join us as we pray 
into the life of  

Elim Ryedale Church 



shortage of helpers.  Parents have 

been advised of this situation and it 

will be reviewed in the coming 

months.  We will, of course, notify 

you of any changes, should they 

occur.  If anybody is interested in 

being part of this work , do please 

s p e a k  w i t h  G r a e m e .     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graeme Parkins will now be       

responsible for overseeing the    

children’s work, therefore please 

direct any queries relating to any of 

this work to him.   

G Force Wednesday has also had 

to be put on hold for the             

foreseeable future due to a  
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Following the announcement by the 

leadership team that Becky          

Ibbotson was stepping down from 

heading up the children’s work to 

concentrate on the demanding role 

of leading the Lift the Lid project, 

we wanted to clarify how the       

children’s work would now run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Focus on Children’s Work 

Current Sunday Children and Young People’s Provision 
 
CRECHE 
Parent led children’s area with an audio link for listening to the service and with age-appropriate toys. 
 
NOAH’S ARK 
Led by Sarah Hill and Leanne Pilcher.  This work is done by one leader (who plans and prepares the session) 
with one helper.  They normally do this one week in four.  This provision is for children of school year Reception 
to Year 2.  Extra help is currently needed for Noah’s Ark - helpers are not expected to plan any lessons (unless 
they would like to be involved), just to be willing to help on the day.  If you are interested please speak to   
Graeme Parkins. 
 
G-FORCE SUNDAY 
Led by Becky Ibbotson for children of 
school Year 3 to Year 6.  As the children 
are older these sessions are run by just 
one leader and they normally do two 
weeks on and four weeks off. 
 
ABLAZE SUNDAY 
This work is led by and overseen by Sue 
Davies and is for young people of school 
Year 7 to Year 11.  Sue has a team of 
workers and one person leads the session 
every week. 
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Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm.  
On occasions the group 
have special trips out, 
please see below the 
events coming up. 

 

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 
 

Wednesday 
6th and 20th 
 SEPTEMBER 

    Tuesday      
     19th  
    Sept 
2.00 - 3.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a look at some of the photos 

from the Young at Heart trip to 

Burnby Hall Gardens in               

 Pocklington         

Young at Heart 

Young at Heart 

 

Men’s Event 
 

‘Stand and Knock’ 
A time for men to     
focus on hearing   

from God 
 

  
Saturday 30th          

September 
7.30pm 

Hope Central 

 

For more information please see 
Paul Noble 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE     

Bring and Share 
Lunch  

Sunday 8th October 
Following the Sunday                 

morning service 

Bring enough for you and your     

family plus a little extra to share.  

We’ll supply the drinks! 

A view of Burnby Hall over the    

water lily pond 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ABLAZE RETURNS                      

after the Summer Break on: 

ABLAZE TUESDAY                   

Tuesday 5th September          

7.00pm - 9.00pm 

ABLAZE ‘Chill It’                          

Monday 11th September          

3.30pm - 5.30pm 
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Summer draws to a close and at 

Ablaze we begin a new year.  I’ve 

loved hearing what our young    

people have got up to in the       

holidays - Elim Festival, visiting 

family, camping, receiving exam 

results, working at holiday jobs, 

sleeping in, enjoying ice cream and 

lots more!! 

As we all move up a year, some of 

the things we venture into are     

unknown and we can be           

challenged - we can think it’s too 

hard or we’re not good enough.  We 

can ask ourselves lots of ’What if ...’ 

questions.  These kind of thoughts 

are never going to be helpful.  What 

IS going to be helpful is reminding 

ourselves of important truths.  So 

what is real?   

1. Go will never leave you or       

forsake you (Hebrews 13:5) 

2. You belong to God, and no 

one can take you away from 

Him (John 10:28-29) 

3. God works all things together 

for good for those who love 

him and are called by Him 

(Romans 8:28) 

4. Nothing can separate us from 

God ’s  inc red ib le  love 

(Romans 8:38-39) 

These are the basics, but sadly, in 

our times of stress and worry, we 

forget about them.   

Don’t forget about them!   

Everything can turn into a problem 

if we let it 

Don’t let it! 

Instead of freaking out 

every time we have a 

challenge, why not read 

a Psalm, talk to our   

Saviour Jesus, and listen 

to some worship music 

for a little while? Then 

carry on!  The challenge 

will still be there but we 

aren’t doing it on our 

own. (Taken from an article by 

Grace McGready called ‘What to do 

When the Future Seems Really 

Scary). 

Other things we venture into in a 

new year are things we know and 

look forward to .  It’s great to be 

getting ready for ‘The Gathering 17’ 

in October.  It’s great to meet      

together again as Ablaze on     

Tuesday evenings and Monday’s 

after school.  It’s great to welcome 

new people into Ablaze ... oh yes, 

and it’s also great to eat cake!!! 

 

   

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 

ABLAZE YOUTH 
Every Tuesday 

in term time 
7.00pm - 9.00pm 
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August.  We are pushed along by 

the retailers - of course for their 

own benefit - they can’t wait to sell 

us the next season’s ‘must have’ 

items.  It’s a fine line between    

being prepared and over exposed!! 

Like I say to my family ... ‘it’s not 

illegal to be in front’ but I personally  

don’t need five months to prepare 

for Christmas and by the time it 

comes, I sometimes just want to 

shout, ‘No, no, no leave me alone!’ 

Mind you, by the same token if you 

haven’t booked your staff       

Christmas get together by        

September you won’t be getting 

one. 

So what I want to say to you is this, 

we at Ryedale Foodbank would 

like to give our clients the best 

Christmas they can have.  We are 

already putting aside little bits and 

bobs at the warehouse and in    

anticipation we are having a      

collection at Morrisons, Malton, all 

Merry Christmas!  Yes, Merry 

Christmas!  You may think I’ve 

gone crazy but it’s nearer than you 

think (16ish weeks) and when you 

oversee a large machine like a 

Foodbank, a church or a school you 

are always at least one season 

ahead of yourself - if you know 

what’s good for you, that is! 

If you think I’m crazy just look in the 

shops.  Shorts and swimsuits are in 

the sales before we have even 

been on holiday.  Cadbury’s cream 

eggs in the aisles on New Year’s 

Day.  Back to School uniform for 

sale in June and I have even seen     

Christmas cards in the shops in     

 

 

 

 

 

Ryedale Foodbank By Lesley Hurley 

day on Thursday 16th November to 

gather in lots of Christmas treats.  So 

add that to your diary now - how’s 

that for forward planning! 

Please also keep an eye out for    

latest shortages lists (these are by 

the green box in church on a       

Sunday morning) 

 

For more information about  
Ryedale Foodbank please speak to 

Lesley Hurley on 
(01653) 697796 or 228118 

ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 
www.elimryedale.net 

 

Official Trussell Trust website: 
www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 
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Meet our leaders: 
 

 

 
 

Graeme    
Parkins 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sara             
Abbey 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Andy  
Holmes 

 
 
 
 

The eagle-eyed amongst you might 

have noticed that we have a new 

header to the bulletin and for the 

weekly notices in church from     

September.  This has been done for 

a reason, one which I think is        

significant in the journey of Elim 

Ryedale Church because the 

graphic used came under the    

heading ‘New Horizons’ and I        

believe that is what God is taking us 

into as we welcome Malcolm and 

Denise. 

I won’t pretend that the last twelve 

months have been easy for me    

personally, they haven’t!  There have 

been challenges and hurdles to jump 

which I would never have imagined.  

However, God has taught me so 

much during this interregnum period 

and I have been blessed to watch as 

the church has risen to the challenge 

of life without a minister and how so 

many people have stepped up and 

stepped in. 

When I found that graphic of the 

sunrise coming over the mountain, I  

was reminded of Jeremiah’s words 

in the book of Lamentations:  

“Because of the Lord’s great love, 

we are not consumed, for his      

compassions never fail.  They are 

new every morning, great is your 

faithfulness”.   

Other versions of scripture refer to 

‘compassions’ as ‘mercies’ and I 

am just so grateful for God’s       

mercies and His unfa i l ing          

compassion that has seen us 

through one period and will lead us 

into another. 

I am so excited to see what the new 

horizon will look like as we enter 

this next season under a new    

minister.  One thing I am sure of, is 

that God will guide us, He will bless 

us, He will probably challenge us 

but He will NEVER leave us nor 

forsake us! 

God is GOOD!! 

Dates  at a glance:             

Ablaze Chill It     Spring Cottage      

Monday 11th, 18th and 25th Sept  Tuesday 19th Sept 

Stepping Stones    Onwards and Upwards Prayer       

Tuesday 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th Sept Sunday 24th Sept 

Ablaze Youth      Quiz Night         

Tuesday 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th Sept Friday 29th Sept 

Young at Heart     Men’s Event          

Wednesday 6th and 20th Sept  Saturday 30th Sept 

Induction Service    Family Fun Night      

Saturday 16th Sept    Sunday 29th October           

  Epilogue By Sara Abbey 

Friday 29th September 

Hope Central : 7:30pm 

Four people to a team 

£10 per team 

Call the office to book a table! 


