
Why Read The Bible Daily? 
By Andy Holmes 

 

I am aware that some of you are 

working through ‘The Bible in a 

Year’, some using a range of daily 

reading notes to help you.  I        

understand that  some will be    

finding that it is hard going - the 

spirit is willing but the flesh is weak!  

There is just so much to do, from 

the moment you wake up to the 

time you crash, exhausted to sleep.  

And let’s be honest, sometimes the 

reading for the day is just not       

inspiring.  It seems to have no rele-

vance to your life that day, or even 

any day! 

As you will be aware, I am rather 

unwell at present.  At the time of 

writing this the symptoms are not 

good but there is no diagnosis as 

yet so it may be something or    

nothing.  However, as Jane and I 

go through this time of uncertainty I 

have found a real source of        

encouragement ... God’s word. 

There are often times when I don’t 

have the energy to read myself but 

that does not matter.  You see, 

what I’ve found is that verses,     

passages and stories come to 

mind.  Things that I have read in the 

past and that may not have meant 

much at the time but which are now 

so relevant and encouraging. 

The book of Job has always been 

an exciting story for me.  It points 

so clearly to a spiritual dimension  

even in seemingly purely physical 

troubles.  God knows what is going 

on, He is proud of us, His children, 

and how we cope with the battle.  

He limits the attacks that Satan is 

allowed to unleash.   

God knows all about me, He knows 

all about me! (Psalm 19 : 13 and 

Matthew 10 : 29 - 31). 

Then there is Joshua.  In chapter 

24 we read “But if serving the Lord 

seems undesirable to you, then 

choose for yourselves this day 

whom you will serve, whether the 

gods your ancestors served beyond 

the Euphrates, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you are 

living.  But as for me and my   

household, we will serve the Lord’ 
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Please remember to use the Prayer 

Request and Praise Report cards 

so that we can pray together and        

celebrate together. They are    

available from the Welcome Desk 

on a Sunday. 

 

Welcome 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. There is a parent led 

crèche, Noah’s Ark (Reception to 

School Y2), G-force (Years 3-6) 

and Ablaze (Years 7-11) during 

our service.  Please ask a host 

for more details.  Before you 

l e a v e  p l e a s e  s t a y  f o r                

refreshments and help yourself to 

a n y  o f  t h e  f r e e  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

It was a conscious decision,       

regardless of what others decided, 

Joshua and his family were going to 

stick with God.  Then there are so 

many statements that point out that 

God is both good and unchanging.  

So my circumstances may have 

changed but God has not. 

So what has all that to do with   

regular reading of The Bible?  Well 

when I first read a passage it might 

have been irrelevant for me.      

Perhaps it was the second and third 

time of reading too ... but today?  I 

can only recall these teachings    

because I have previously read 

them.  That discipline is paying rich 

rewards because they bring me   

encouragement and comfort. 

I was recently asked how I feel 

about my health issues.  I said then 

and say now; I honestly have a real 

peace about it all.  I am quite       

content.  God is good!   

So for those who are already reading 

their Bibles regularly - keep on!  And 

for those who are struggling with the 

discipline - keep on!  And for those 

who need to get started again - go 

for it! 

Come sing with me ... How great is 

our God. 

Why Read The Bible Daily? cont... 
By Andy Holmes 

 

Missionary Globe             
Collection 

 

Thank you for collecting 

coins to support our Elim 

Missionaries.  We will be  

taking our next quarterly    

collection on Sunday 23rd 

July.  Please remember to 

bring your collection globes 

and any other offering you 

would like to make to see 

God’s Kingdom extended 

around the world. 

 

 

Sunday 23rd July 
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Andy Lancaster            

Sunday 9th July                      

Andy is a minister at Bridge     

Community Church in Leeds        

and we are very excited to hear 

what he will share with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Clothier              

Sunday 16th July         

Sunday 23rd July                      

Peter was a former minister       

here at Elim Ryedale Church         

in the 1990’s.  We are really 

pleased that he will be visiting       

us for these two Sundays. 

The children now know a lot more 

about Jesus and his friend Peter.  

We had done a session about the 

lost sheep in the pre-school.  When 

asked what they know about Jesus 

one child said he had done a play 

about him, another was shocked 

because she thought ’Jesus’ was a 

rude word! 

Let us pray for opportunities to 

share with that 75% how much God 

loves them, and has done           

everything to make it possible for 

them to know him.  We might even 

go on a mission to do it.  You will 

not regret it – ask Vicky!  

Tom, Vicky and I had a fantastic 

time on the TFM mission to         

Uppingham and Belton in Rutland.  

It was such a privilege to share the 

good news about Jesus with people 

who know there is “something 

there”, but don’t know what it is.   

The personal belief survey on the 

doors was great for opening up 

conversations.  502 surveys were 

completed.  70% of people have 

prayed.  Only 15% did not want to 

know God.  46% do.  75% were 

open to the possibility.  We have 

been sold a lie by the media that 

people are not interested in a     

personal faith in God! 

The highlight for me was the Messy 

Church that I had planned.  Belton 

church normally has about 8 people 

for a traditional 9am service.  We 

had 18 children plus parents, and 

many more for a history trail of the 

church, with afternoon tea.   

Mission Update By Claire Robinson 

 

 
Why not join the 

Elim Ryedale 
Church 

Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

 

Sunday 23rd July 
7.30pm 

Hope Central 
Please note this is a slight change of date to accommodate the church BBQ.  

Please try to join us as we continue to pray into the life of Elim Ryedale 
Church.  This will be the last meeting before the Summer break. 

Guest     

Speakers  
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with a hammer and nails and     

anyone willing to put on a costume, 

remember a few lines and speak 

and move at the same time! I 

thought if I put the word ‘act’ in it 

might put you off, none of us have 

an equity card or have years of   

experience in the local pantomime, 

we are just a group of people who 

want to communicate the real     

Nativity story. Please come and 

chat if you are interested or if you 

are new to our church and have no 

idea what I’m talking about and 

would like to know a little more.  

Thank you. 

Schools Work 

We have had a request from a local 

primary school to do an after school 

Bible Club and we also want to    

continue the work done in          

secondary schools.  If there is     

anybody interested in helping with 

this, please speak to me. 

We had great fun when we joined 

Noah’s Ark, GForce and Ablaze  

one Sunday last month! All manner 

of madness ensued but it was    

brilliant to see friendships forming 

across the age range. Thank you to 

Sue for organizing it (you can      

always count on Sue for crazy 

games!) And a special thank you to 

Becky Straw, Izzy, Matty and Will 

for being good sports!    We will be 

holding another joint meeting on 

23rd July. 

 

Noah’s Ark and GForce will be    

joining together on Sunday      

mornings over the Summer        

holidays but we will be reverting 

back to our separate groups on 10th 

September. 

 

Becky’s Blog 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Christmas! 

No, I haven’t gone mad, really! It is 

a fact that Christmas is a mere six 

months away and although some of 

you will be counting down the days 

with excitement, for us at Lift the Lid 

it will be here far too soon. Our   

interactive, multimedia, all singing 

all dancing representation (don’t 

worry there is no singing or dancing 

this year!) of the 

Nativity for local 

schools will soon 

be upon us and 

we need you!  

Please can you 

consider being 

part of this great outreach to school   

children and staff this year, there 

are many ways to be part of it but in 

particular we need anyone handy  



WEDNESDAY 19th JULY      

BURNBY HALL GARDENS, 

POCKLINGTON                      

£5.00 per person to cover     

transport costs 

11.00am pick up from            

Hope Central 
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The Young at Heart group had a 

lovely day at Betton Farm near 

Scarborough.  Take a look at the 

p ic tures of  them enjoying          

themselves! 

         

WEDNESDAY 5th JULY            

PICNIC AT BURYTHORPE 

12.00 noon pick up from         

Hope Central in individual cars                              

Please take your own picnic 

Young at Heart 

 

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people of 
retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm.  
On occasions the group 
have special trips out, 
please see below the 
events coming up. 

 

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 
 

Wednesday 
5th and 19th 

JULY 

Young at Heart 

Coming Events ... 

You may be aware that Ryedale Foodbank has been 

open for four years in July!  You are all welcome to our 

Open Day where you can meet volunteers, learn about 

how we operate, meet some referral agents and much 

more.  See for yourself where your tins and packets end 

up!  From your house to warehouse, from donate to 

crate, from giver to receiver!  Please join us: 

RYEDALE FOODBANK OPEN DAY                    

Wednesday 12th July                                              

1.30pm -  3.30pm                                                        

Hope Central 

For more information please speak to Lesley Hurley on 

01653 697796 or 01653 228118 



 

 

 

 

 

Ablaze is celebrating the end of the 

school year with a Pirate Party on 

Tuesday 11th July starting at 

7.00pm and finishing at 9.30pm and 

then on Thursday 20th July, the 

Year 11’s will get together at        

Florios. 

We have some great people in 

Ablaze - how about setting           

ourselves a mission of speaking to 

one of them each Sunday and    

asking them what they have doing in 

Ablaze? 
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What a great time we’ve had doing 

all sorts of things in June.  At the 

beginning of the month a few of us 

travelled to Hull for a Saturday with 

Church on the Way, Driffield and 

Bourne Street Elim Youth.  The 

theme was ‘Created’ and we were 

blessed by Tim Alford and two     

Regent’s students, Gareth and 

Keren, speaking to us as well as 

the wonderful hospitality from 

Yvonne, David and their team at 

Church on the Way. 

On Tuesday 13th June, Ian    

Ramsden introduced us to fishing at 

B u z z e r ’ s  P o n d  n e a r                    

Kirkbymoorside.  We arrived in time 

to have our picnic dinner there.  

The pond and its surrounding area 

was very peaceful and everyone 

caught at least one fish (then threw 

them back!)  Shannon Swift won 

the trophy for the most fish caught 

with a total of 13.  We were also a 

little sad that night as it was the last 

time Shannon and her sister, Tia 

were able to be with Ablaze as their 

family have moved further north. 

Thanks to Ian for organising a great 

experience for us all! 

We’ve had a couple of events with 

GForce and Noah’s Ark.  One    

Sunday we all met together in the 

Drama Room at Norton College and 

celebrated being a community in 

God’s Kingdom.  Although we may 

be young, we still have potential to 

make a difference in other          

people’s lives.  At the end of June 

Ablaze visited GForce to lead them 

in some games and to tell them 

about some of the things that go on 

at Ablaze.  Hopefully Ablaze will be 

something GForce people can look 

forward to joining when they leave 

primary school! 

 

Ablaze ‘Live It’ has 

started again with 

people who are 

Year 10 and older.  

We meet on a  

Friday night for 

food and then 

Becky Dale does a 

great job of      

leading a Bible Study on topics 

such as ‘Listening to God’  and 

‘Poverty and Social Justice’. 

 

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 
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how they should be living out their 

new found faith in Jesus Christ but 

clearly God was among them and 

amazing things must have        

happened.    

When Paul writes to them, his 

words were not only encouraging 

them but they outlined the changes 

in their own lives and far beyond!  

Paul’s testimony about them     

demonstrates that God can do far 

more than we could ever imagine.  

It’s great when Paul thanks God for 

everyone in this small Church par-

ticularly assuring them of his 

prayers. He particularly identifies 

their work produced by faith, 

their labour prompted by love 

and their endurance inspired by 

hope in the Lord Jesus. But these 

people were still just babies in their 

new life in Christ and yet it seems 

they were growing into Christian  

maturity very quickly!   

I am really encouraged! 

There are two books of the Bible 

that stand out in my mind as I     

appreciate and give God thanks for 

creating the local church as the 

‘body of Christ’.  I’m speaking about 

Paul’s two letters to the infant   

Thessalonian Church. These two 

letters are among the earliest of 

Paul’s letters and most probably his 

first.   

We can read something of what 

was happening in Thessalonica 

from Acts 17 when Paul and    

Timothy first visited there after 

these Apostles went through such a 

rough time in Philippi.  They were 

opposed so violently that Paul and 

Timothy left the town after a fairly 

short time. As they went, they left 

behind a group of absolutely new 

Christian believers. These people 

had only very basic ideas about 

Testimony By Graeme Parkins 

A few verses later on in Chapter 1, 

Paul even encourages them even 

more to endure their suffering       

because they had become a model 

to all the believers in Macedonia and 

Achaia! Their testimony was     

touching areas far beyond where 

they lived!  These folk were still    

infant Christians but what they knew 

was that Jesus in them had changed 

not only their beliefs, but also their 

total way of living.  Their reason for 

life, the way they valued each other 

and their fellowship continued to 

change them – day, after day, after 

day. The Word of God was at work in 

them – transformingly (2v13) my 

translation! 

    Tuesday      
     18th  
     July 

 

Please speak to Joyce 
Hodgson for more details 

We will be hosting our annual 

Church BBQ at Dalby Forest on 

Sunday 30th July straight after 

Church. Everyone is welcome to 

join in the fun!  Why not invite family 

and friends to join us for the  

afternoon?  

 

Forest passes will shortly be    

available at £4 per car and can be 

purchased from the Welcome Desk    

Meat and bread will be provided  

but please bring salad and drinks to 

share. If you have any dietary  

requirements then please speak to 

Sara.  

Dalby Forest BBQ 
 Sunday 30th July 
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Meet our leaders: 
 

 

 
Graeme    
Parkins 

 

 
Sara             

Abbey 
 
 

 
 
 

Andy  
Holmes 

 
 
 

Hello lovely 

people of Elim 

Ryedale! 

 

I apologise for the lack of  updates; 

this year has been manic to say the 

least. Sadly, my health has been 

very poor, and as a result I’ve been 

unable to do a lot of things that I 

would normally be able to do. So I’m 

sorry for that! 

I have nearly officially finished my 

degree. I have an ethics paper and 

my dissertation to finish, as they’ve 

been deferred until August due to my 

illness. My dissertation is like my 

baby, it’s taken a lot of hours out of 

me! I have been researching mental 

health, and how the Church can   

better help those who are suffering 

from mental health problems. So 

once again I’ve picked a nice easy 

subject! 

Despite the hurdles, this year has 

been phenomenal. I’m realising how 

much I have learnt, and grown as a 

person. God is using me, even 

though it’s not in the way I had     

initially thought. I’m incredibly 

blessed to have been able to come  

to Regents. We have had all the 

end of year fun, like The Bash,    

which is essentially a more fun ver-

s i o n  o f  p r o m .  W e  h a d                

commissioning day, which is a kind 

of service that Regents put on for 

us, and we get ‘prayed out’ into the 

world. 

And now the fun starts! Me and Joe 

are taking a massive step and     

moving to Reading, as Joe has a 

new job in Henley-on-Thames as a 

youth and community support 

worker, which is amazing! God has 

been so good to us, and we’re 

really excited to take this next step.       

Excited and terrified! 

I would just like to say a massive, 

massive thank you to all of you who 

have prayed for us, and supported 

us both emotionally and financially. 

Without your help, I honestly       

believe that I wouldn’t have been 

able to go to Regents and have this 

amazing experience, so thank you 

from the bottom of my heart. God 

has been beyond amazing, and 

we’re so excited to see what he has 

planned for us!  And if any of you 

are in Reading, feel free to come for 

a cup of tea! 

Dates  at a glance:     Young at Heart       
Little Steps     Wednesday 5 and 19 July            
Monday 3, 10 and 17 July         

       Spring Cottage                  

Ablaze Chill It     Tuesday 18 July             
Monday 3, 10 and 17 July           
       Men’s Event                          
Stepping Stones    Saturday 22 July             
Tuesday 4, 11 and 18 July            
       Missionary Globe Collection 

Ablaze Youth     Sunday 23 July            
Tuesday 4 and 11 July (20th for Y11’s)       

       Onwards and Upwards Prayer  

G Force        Sunday 23 July             
Wednesday 5, 12 and 19 July          
       Church BBQ                    
GAP Group     Sunday 30 July             
Thursday  6 and 13 July    

  A Message from Jess Millar  

 

Cranium Busting 
Quiz Night!! 

  
Saturday 22nd July 

7pm 
Hope Central 

 
For more information please see 

Paul Noble 

 

Qualified Advisers      

(01653 692616) 

...a free, confidential Debt Advice 


