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Christian Aid has a vision - to aid 

poverty.  It was founded in 1941 and 

is the official relief and development 

agency of 41 British and Irish 

churches. 

Christian Aid week was set up 60 

years ago to support their work with 

refugees in Europe following the 

Second World War and as part of 

this fundraising 

week they are      

e n c o u r a g i n g 

churches to get        

involved in the 

Big Brekkie. 

Sue Davies therefore 

has decided to put on an event at 

Hope Central on 20th May, where 

anybody can come along and have 

bacon butties and a drink and all 

they have to do is give a donation 

to Christian Aid.  Please do join us - 

it will be such fun and all proceeds 

will go towards the work that    

Christian Aid are currently doing 

with refugees. 

CHRISTIAN AID BIG BREKKIE   

Saturday 20th May               

8.00am to 10.30am                

HOPE CENTRAL 

Dates  at a glance:                Young at Heart                                     Onwards and Upwards            

Stepping Stones    Wednesday 3rd and 17th May  Prayer Meeting    

Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd         Sunday 28th May                 

May       Missions Visit          

       Sunday 7th May             

Ablaze Youth            

Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th and  23rd  Men’s Event                          

May       Saturday 13th May         

                       

G-Force      Spring Cottage Service    

Wednesday 3rd, 10th, 17th  and 24th Tuesday 16th May                  

May                   

                                   

GAP Group     Christian Aid Big Brekkie                 

Thursday 4th, 11th and 18th May  Saturday 20th May         

 

our unfortunate clients who have pets 
to take care of in their own time of   
crisis.  Thank you. 

 
For more information about  

Ryedale Foodbank please speak to 
Lesley on: 

(01653) 697796 or 228118 
ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 

www.elimryedale.net 
Official Trussell Trust website: 

  Christian Aid Big Brekkie     

 

   A message from  
   Lesley Hurley: 
  
   E l i m  R y e d a l e 
Church , Thank you for all the support 
you give to Ryedale Foodbank.  I just 
wanted to let you know of a little 
change with the green box where you 
deposit your donations for Foodbank. It 
will now be positioned near the        
entrance of Norton College instead of 
on the stage. Hopefully this will help 
the shy ones who can’t face the      
journey up to the front or those who 
prefer to give in secret, which is the 
more biblical approach!! 
 
I will leave a list of the items we are 

currently short of in the box for you to 

refer to. We are of course the official 

“Pet Food Church” which ensures we 

have a supply of dog and cat food for  

 

Fish and Chips 
Night 

  
Saturday 13th May 

7pm 
Hope Central 

 
On the night we will enjoy fish and 
chips, watch a short video and talk 
about God’s purpose in our lives 

‘Community’ - Painful or Powerful? 
By Graeme Parkins 

 

The very attractive marks of the 

early church focussed on their new 

life in Christ as well as the powerful  

presence of the Holy Spirit.  As a 

result  of  these two, they             

passionately lived out the reality of 

being a Christ-centred community.  

The idea of being a community was 

Jesus’ idea when He called the  

disciples to follow Him and then 

sent them out together into the 

world (Luke 10 and Matthew        

28 : 16). Paul the Apostle too      

describes us together as being the 

Body of Christ (1 Corinthians       

12 : 27).   

The death of Jesus must have been 

painful beyond words for those who 

had become His disciples and 

drawn very close to Him.  But     

Jesus’ resurrection changed      

everything and they began to live 

shared lives with a passion they 

had not experienced before (Acts 

2 : 1-13).  Jesus had commissioned 

them as a community and the Holy 

Spirit had fallen upon them as a 

community and they became the 

living hands, feet and heart of     

Jesus not only towards each other 

(Acts 4 : 32-37) but towards others 

too. One of the early church fathers, 

Tertullian (c155-240AD) wrote 

about them ‘See how these      

Christians love one another’. The 

testimony of their lives together in 

Jesus as a community was spilling 

out to those who had previously not  

known Him.  Whole communities 

ou ts ide  t hem were be ing           

transformed by the power of Jesus 

in them.  

I get the impression from reading 

the book of Acts and the New    

Testament that the connected 

terms of ‘we’ ‘us’ and ‘our’ were a 

feature of their lives together rather 

than the terms of disconnection like 

‘me’, ‘my’ and ‘I’. Living as a Christ 

centred community that was       

accompanied by learning, working 

and actively serving others, had 

great outcomes!   

The thought of peoples lives (and 

vocabularies!) being changed and 

them becoming part of identifiable 

communities makes me cherish all 

that we do together in Elim Ryedale 

Church.  The value of us meeting 

together on Sundays as well as in 

mid-week action groups and        

Discipleship Groups puts Jesus in 

His rightful place among us and   

encourages our strength in Him. I 

wonder when people write our    

history, will they consider how well 

we functioned as a Christ-centred 

community and be able to say ‘see 

how these Christians loved one  

another?’ 

Inside this issue: 

 Missions Visit 

 Sending Out Our Own ... 

 A Focus on Children’s 

Work 

 Reflections on the Easter 

Experience by Lucy     

Willshaw 

 Noah’s Ark by Sarah Hill 

 Ablaze Report 

 Testimony by Sue Davies 

 Christian Aid Big Brekkie 

 A message from Lesley 

Hurley 

Hope Central 
62-64 Castlegate, Malton 

YO17 7DZ 
(01653) 697796 

office@elimryedale.net 
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Welcome 

                                                 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 
Elim Missions, and the support of 

that programme, is something that 

is very important to Elim Ryedale 

Church.  Financially we support the 

work by a monthly donation as well 

as our quarterly globe collections, 

which we do during a Sunday   

morning service.  The vision of Elim 

Missions remains unchanged from 

the initiation of the movement,     

information taken from their website 

reads as follows: 

“In 1919, only 4 years after the 

founding of The Elim Pentecostal 

Church in the UK by George       

Jeffreys, an ordinary person did 

something they had never done   

before.           

During the season of Elim being 

birthed into a movement, becoming 

known for planting churches,      

miraculous healings and powerful 

evangelistic events, one lady, Dollie 

Phillips, became our first missionary 

o v e r s e a s .  W i t h  a  s t e e l y               

determination and raw passion to 

take the gospel to those who had 

never heard, she sailed for Mumbai. 

It would be a further 10 years     

before anyone joined her. 

Nearly a hundred years later the 

same three components found on 

opening day for Elim Missions are 

still calling for engagement: a 

Church, a missionary and the Spirit. 

Elim Missions is still here to stand 

with a sending Church, to support 

the empowered missionary and to 

listen to and follow the Spirit. 

This is why we exist.” 

We are therefore very keen to       

encourage and support this work and 

will be welcoming Rachel and Oscar 

Mendoza from Guatemala and Robin 

from Myanmar on: 

SUNDAY 7th MAY 

Rachel and Oscar were one of the 

families that we prayed for during the 

2016 Month of Prayer and more    

information regarding their work can 

be found on the following Facebook 

page: facebook.com/rachelyoscar 

          

Robin and his family live in a part of 

Asia where most people do not or 

are not allowed to know the Lord and 

therefore his details are kept          

securely by Elim Missions.  We are 

really looking forward to meeting 

him, however and hearing testimony 

of how God moves in spite of these 

restrictions! 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

Missions Visit 

 

 

The GAP Group will be meeting on 

Thursday 4th, 11th, and 18th May. 

There will be no meeting on 25th 

May. 

 

Please see Grace 

Abbey for more     

details. 
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really wanted her and could give 

her so much more than I could. I 

look back now and see how God’s 

plans for us are always good even 

when we mess up. God never 

leaves. 

During February this year,  I went 

to New Zealand for two weeks and 

had a wonderful time. In the first 

week I spent a lot of time with   

family and celebrated my daughter 

Kirsten and her husband James’ 

marriage. In the second week I 

drove to Rotorua to meet my birth 

daughter Andrea and her family. 

Andrea had contacted me earlier in 

the year and we had been         

corresponding by email. After 37 

years of wondering, it was just 

wonderful to be in contact with her 

and begin to get to know her. Then 

to meet her was just the icing on 

the cake. I still find it hard to      

believe that I have met Andrea.  

We hugged and did lots of talking 

and walking, asking and answering 

questions. I loved hearing her 

story. She loves her parents very 

much and talks so fondly about her 

upbringing. She has a wonderful 

husband  and three gorgeous   

In 1979 I began my  training to be a 

teacher. For a start it was really  

exciting, I’d left home, I didn’t have 

anyone telling me what to do, I 

could make my own decisions, I 

could please myself. I went to a 

church a few times during the first 

month or two but it was much more 

fun to be with my new friends at the 

hostel where I was living.  

I met  a young man, fell in love and 

before the end of the year I was 

pregnant. Disaster! I knew this was 

really   going to hurt my mum and 

dad but there was nothing I could 

do now,  I just had to get on with it. 

There was no other way. I was 

never going to have an abortion  

and it was not in our thinking that 

we would get   married - we were 

too young! So much for making my 

own decisions. My choices were 

very limited now.  

Thankfully I had people in my life 

who loved me even though I had 

made a mistake.  I went to live with 

my Aunty and Uncle while I had the 

baby. When she was born I gave 

her up to be adopted. My thinking 

was she would go to a family who 

Testimony By Sue Davies 

children. What’s more she loves 

playing hockey - I played hockey all 

the time I was in New Zealand as I 

loved it too. Andrea has met my 

daughter Kirsten a number of times 

and they get on so well together. I 

hope my son Tom will meet her too. 

God's generosity knows no bounds! 

I’m so thankful for this restoration 

a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  m y                

comprehension. 

Romans 8: 37.38,39 None of this 

fazes us because Jesus loves us. 

I’m absolutely convinced that     

nothing - nothing living or dead,    

angelic or demonic, today or         

tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or 

unthinkable - absolutely nothing can 

get between us and God’s love     

because of the way that Jesus our 

Master has embraced us. 
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£3£3  
  

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third      Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm  

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

Young at Heart 

Wednesday 
3rd and 17th 

MAY 

On Saturday 20 May Ablaze are 

invited to the Big Night Out at  

Lightwater Valley near Ripon to join 

with loads of other youth groups in 

the North East of England. Many 

challenges await including Europe’s 

longest roller coaster ‘The Ultimate’ 

and ‘Black Pearl’ the rocking pirate 

ship that gives a whole different 

view point! After enjoying the rides 

for 4 hours and consuming our    

dinner, there will be a live concert 

w i t h  T w e l v e 2 4  h t t p : / /

www.twelve24.co.uk/  - a Christian 

band out of The Message Trust at 

Manchester. Please let me know as 

soon as possible if you would like to 

come. 

This summer term sees Ablaze 

leading a ten week course at     

Malton School as part of 

t he i r  schoo l  w ide         

Personal   Development 

Activities on Thursday 

afternoons. The course 

we take is called ‘Chat Up 

Lines - Growing Good   

Relationships’. I’m really 

excited that we can get  

alongside  young people 

and encourage them in 

t he i r  j ou rney  and      

hopefully give them some    

useful  tools to build good            

relationships.  

God’s design for relationships is His 

best for us. 

We will also be exploring             

relationships at Ablaze on Tuesday 

evenings at our Discuss It and    

Apply It nights. Our Play It this 

month is called ‘Don’t Drop It!’    

Remember to look at Ablaze on 

www.elimryedale.net if you want to 

know what we are up to each week 

as well as our facebook page. 

On Sundays we’re taking a look at 

‘Personal Jesus - Who is he?’ and 

‘Why did Jesus come to Earth?’ 

Thanks to our church family for    

donating money for Maria when we 

had our shared lunch in April. Your 

generosity is much appreciated. We 

are able to pay for Maria for a 

whole year! Thank 

you! I loved our 

young people’s 

in i t ia t ive  and       

enthusiasm as 

well as their          

delicious creations 

- Ablaze you did a 

great job! 

 

         
ABLAZE YOUTH 

 
Every Tuesday in 

term time 
 

Hope Central   
 

   7.30pm to      
 9.00pm 

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 
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Vicky and Claire have recently been 

on a training programme with the 

Through Faith Missions Team and 

have found that very beneficial.   

Uppingham is quite an affluent area 

of the country which boasts a public 

school which was founded in the 

1500’s and although this might 

seem quite an easy area to minister 

into, Vicky explained that the      

programme of missions is quite  

intense with something new       

happening every day. 

Claire, Tom and Vicky have asked 

that we might pray for them in this 

venture.  That they might be both 

spiritually and physically in tune 

with those that they encounter and 

that God would be glorified in all 

that they do - we might not all be 

able to go out into this mission field 

but we can, through prayer,        

become co-workers with them! 

From the 13th to 21st May, Claire 

and Tom Robinson and Vicky      

Kelsey will be taking part in the 

‘Alive Mission’ which is being run by 

the Churches Together in           

Uppingham and Belton.   

Claire says: “Rutland may be the 

smallest county in Britain but the 

people there still need to hear the 

Good News about Jesus!  We will 

be talking at coffee mornings, home 

groups, pubs, schools and many 

other venues.  We will be telling 

people about our own journeys of 

faith and encouraging people to   

invite Jesus into their own lives.  

We will be prayerfully knocking on 

doors with a spiritual survey to find 

out what people believe about God 

and sharing about how they can 

know God for themselves.” 

This will be 

Vicky’s first 

mission trip 

and she is 

very excited 

about the 

p r o s p e c t ,  

although she 

says: “when 

she gets on the train to go she 

might start feeling a little scared!!” 

Sending Out Our Own ... 

    Tuesday      
     16th  
     May 

 

Please speak to 
Joyce Hodgson 
for more details 

 

 

Sunday 28th May 
 

7.30pm 
 

Hope Central 
 

Please join us as we     
continue to pray for the    
future of Elim Ryedale 

Church during this        
transition period 

http://www.twelve24.co.uk/
http://www.twelve24.co.uk/
http://www.elimryedale.net


 

NOAH’S ARK      

Reception to School 

Year 2 - consisting of 

four teams of two 

church workers 

where children can enjoy games, 

activities and bible stories 

G-FORCE     

School Year 3 to 

Year 6 - consisting 

of three teams of 

one church worker 

where the older children can learn 

about God in a fun and inter-active 

environment 

ABLAZE   

Ablaze is our 

youth provision 

for young people 

of secondary 

school age - 

school years 7 

to 13.  Here we have three teams of 

one church worker who particularly 

tailor the material to this age range. 
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When I joined ‘Lift 

the Lid’ back in 

September, it was 

discussed that this 

would likely only be 

a year long  position 

as I hoped to be in 

a full time ministry training position 

by the following September. Well 

God has answered our prayers, and 

I am excited to share that Judy and 

I will be moving to Manchester over 

the summer so I can begin my new 

position as ‘pastoral assistant’ at 

City Church Manchester.  

I am sad to be leaving the 

‘Lift the Lid’ team, and I’m 

glad I can say that I have 

many some great friends 

in my time here. But it is 

encouraging to know that God will 

continue to use this excellent team 

for His purposes, and I know they 

will keep making engaging and   

exciting resources that point       

children and young people towards 

Jesus. It has been a privilege to be 

a part of this fantastic work, and I 

pray that they will have more and 

more opportunities to share the 

hope of the gospel with schools. 

Although I am officially leaving my 

full time position of ‘Secondary 

Schools Resource Designer’, I will 

still be around one day a week until 

the end of term to help Sue with 

some exciting new initiatives she 

has got off the ground in secondary 

schools!  Thank you to everyone 

who has made me so welcome 

since day one. Judy and I would 

appreciate your prayers as we take 

the (scary) step to Manchester. We 

pray that God will guide our steps 

and use us for His glory in that city, 

and we pray that you will have more 

opportunities to take the gospel out 

across Malton, Norton and beyond.   

               Malc Clark 

Becky Ibbotson is 

not only the Lift the 

L i d  P r o j e c t            

Co-ordinator, she 

also oversees the 

children’s work for 

Elim Ryedale Church.  She says: 

Elim Ryedale is very proud to be a 

family church and places great    

importance on the work that we do 

with our children.  We are always 

endeavouring to provide the best 

possible service across all age 

ranges and therefore have recently 

tweaked the children’s programme 

for a Sunday morning service.  We 

have the following provisions: 

 

CRECHE               

A Parent/Carer led 

session for 0 to pre 

school children                                                                                     

A Focus on Children’s Work 

CRECHE 

hopefully compliment our existing 

Parent and Toddler group, to which 

parents will be introduced once 

their children become mobile.  

Please pray for this new work, that 

it will soon get established. 

Little Steps is a new session aimed 

at mums-to-be and parents with 

non mobile infants.  The vision for 

this group is that it will be a place 

where mums can come to relax, 

chat with others and have some 

time to themselves.  Traditionally, 

parent and toddler groups focus on 

the child but we would like to       

provide a place where we can serve 

mums too, therefore this group will 

be very much geared to the parent! 

The group is being run by Miki Lee 

and Jess Weatherill and will be held 

on a Monday afternoon.  It will 

At the same time though, Thomas 

should not be criticised for      

doubting, for asking questions.  

Each of us is on a journey of faith 

which will take us to different 

places, we will all ask different 

questions along the way, but, in the 

end, we all need our own encounter 

with God. 

At the end of our Easter journey 

with Peter and a discussion about 

choices in general, I asked the   

children to consider what they 

chose to believe about the Easter 

story.  Children are usually told   

exactly what to think and believe, 

so being able to reflect on all they 

had seen and heard, in their own 

way and in their own time, is  

probably quite a novel experience!  

And every time I asked that     

question it gave me time to think 

about my own faith too. 

Jesus said to Thomas, “Because 

you have seen me, you have      

believed; blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have        

believed.” 

I wonder what you choose to      

believe about Easter?  I wonder if, 

like Peter and Thomas, you can 

bear testimony to your own         

encounter with Jesus and help to 

make disciples of all nations? 

We may not ever know how the 

seeds that were sown during the 

two weeks of the Easter Experience 

will grow, but it was certainly an 

honour and a joy to share the good 

news of Easter with all who passed 

through the doors of Hope Central 

at the end of March. 
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The Easter Experience this year 

was entitled Peter’s Choice. It led 

the visiting children through Peter’s 

time with Jesus from his initial      

calling as a disciple to his                   

reinstatement after the resurrection.  

Throughout our journey we stopped 

to reflect on the choices that Peter 

had to make; whether the choices 

were easy or hard; whether or not 

he always made the right choice; 

wondering if we would make the 

same choice if we were in his      

position. 

One of the choices that we         

discussed was whether or not Peter 

would believe Mary Magdalene’s 

story about seeing an angel who 

told her that Jesus had been risen 

from the dead.  We wondered how 

easy it was to believe something 

that we hadn’t seen or heard for 

ourselves.  This is obviously a 

theme that we pick up in churches 

after Easter when considering the  

Sarah Hill heads up the Sunday 

morning children’s group - Noah’s 

Ark.  She says: 

We have had a wonderful month, 

and the children are doing so well 

with the changes to the children's 

ministry.  Also, a huge THANK 

YOU! to the leaders and helpers 

who have been so flexible and have 

made the changes possible. 

This month we will be looking at 

Jacob, Abraham, Joseph and 

Joshua.   We hope that through 

looking at these biblical characters  

post-resurrection appearances, and 

notably the story of Thomas.        

Thomas was not with the other    

disciples when Jesus appeared to 

them and, understandably, felt like 

he’d missed out.  But he only asks 

for what the other disciples had    

already received – the opportunity to 

see the Lord physically.  He wanted 

to see some proof.  He wanted to 

know that the other disciples really 

had seen the real Jesus and not 

some imposter.  Seeing his wounds 

would be like seeing an ID badge – 

proof that he was who he said he 

was, proof that he was real and not 

someone else pretending.  Thomas, 

like us, was invited to faith on the 

basis of witness, but it was only 

when Jesus appeared that he was 

able to declare Jesus is Lord and 

God.  Thomas is in no way superior 

in faith to those who believe without 

seeing – John highlights the value of 

testimony as our source of belief in 

Jesus as Lord. 

             

we might learn that 

God has a special 

plan for each of our 

lives. If we are 

brave, and trust in 

Him, even when it's 

hard God will see us through         

because he always keeps his   

promises. 

Our memory verse for this month is: 

Jeremiah 29 : 11 "God has a       

purpose and a plan for my life"  Ask 

your child if they can remember it, or 

better still help them to memorise it! 

Reflections on the Easter Experience By Lucy Willshaw 

Noah’s Ark By Sarah Hill 


