
My Biggest Fear 
By Sara Abbey 

 

During this interregnum time I have 

been so impressed at how people 

have stepped up and filled gaps, 

se rved  so  se l f l ess l y  and              

encouraged and supported the 

leadership team.  I’d like to think 

that we haven’t just been ‘treading 

water’ as a church, waiting for God 

to bring along His man (or woman!) 

for this next season. I believe that 

we have moved on as a church, 

that we’ve gone deeper in God.  I 

know that we’ve been blessed by a 

myriad of preachers including     

people from around the globe that 

have encouraged us to think       

outside of our little corner of North 

Yorkshire!  How gracious God has 

been to us! 

However, my biggest fear was     

always: what if someone dies on 

my watch?  I knew I had back up 

with the leadership team that we 

have but I just felt so ill-equipped to 

tackle anything like that.  Pastoral 

care was always something the 

pastor did ... that’s why it’s called 

pastoral care!  And then my biggest 

fear was realised, not one but two 

deaths in two weeks.  What was 

God thinking?  I kept reminding   

myself of that scripture in Mark 11 

“For my yoke is easy and my      

burden is light” but I just couldn’t 

shake off this feeling of being out of 

my depth.  Then as I really sought 

God and was still before Him, He 

very graciously reminded me of  

something.  When we had the visit 

from the Elim Missionaries early in 

May, I had the privilege of praying 

with them before the Sunday      

service.  We took turns to pray and 

as it came to Oscar Mendoza, the 

guy from Guatemala, he very    

naturally and intimately whispered 

“Oh Papa”.  I was blown away by 

that simple expression of love.  

Here was a guy just calling on his 

Heavenly Father in a way that was 

beautiful, natural and so completely 

trusting. 

As I sat at home that morning     

feeling quite overwhelmed by what 

we were facing as a church, God 

reminded me to simply call on 

‘Papa’, and so I did.  And what   

followed next was truly incredible.  

How God moved and sustained 

through all of the situations         

including hospital visits, liaising with 

funeral directors and even the     

funerals themselves was amazing. 

He was in every conversation, He 

led me, carried me and sustained 

through it all and I was blown away 

by the goodness of Papa. 
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Welcome 

                                                 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

Little Steps is a new session aimed 

at mums-to-be and parents with 

non-mobile infants.  The vision for 

this group is that it will be a place 

where mums can come to relax, 

chat with others and have some 

time to themselves.  Traditionally, 

parent and toddler groups focus on 

the child but we would like to       

provide a place where we can serve 

mums too, therefore this group will 

be very much geared to the parent!  

The group is being run by Miki Lee 

and Jess Weatherill and will be held 

on a Monday afternoon.  It will    

hopefully compliment our existing 

Parent and Toddler group, to which 

parents will be introduced once their 

children become mobile.  Please 

pray for this new work, that it will 

soon get established. 

 

 

 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

 

 

 

Sunday 25th June 
 

7.30pm 
 

Hope Central 
 

Please join us as we     
continue to pray for the    
future of Elim Ryedale 

Church during this        
transition period 

Launches Monday 5th June 
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You can also do your part to help 

by bringing a food donation to 

church on Sunday – we are        

currently short of tinned meat, ham, 

corned beef etc.  Or come along to 

our Open Day at Hope Central in 

July to see what we get up to, how 

we run, ask questions, and get    

involved (watch this space for     

details in next month’s bulletin). 

often bringing donations of food or  

money as a way of putting       

something back, and to say thank 

you for helping them through a    

crisis.  This is always lovely for us 

and very humbling. 

The experience has helped me to 

grow in my walk with God in an en-

vironment where love and compas-

sion for others is the driving force, 

as opposed to the throughput and 

profit mentality of industry.  I am 

greatly encouraged that God has 

been with us every step of the way, 

as every need that we have had 

has been provided for.   

We serve a wonderful God! 

Needless to say, with a whole lot of 

prayer and a steep learning curve 

we were open to the people of 

Ryedale in need by the following 

July, with funds, a warehouse, two  

Foodbank sessions a week, fifteen 

volunteers, eight frontline agencies 

and three metric tonnes of food to 

give out.  Now at age four, we have 

our own warehouse, four Foodbank 

sessions a week, sixty four         

volunteers, thirty frontline agencies 

and 2.7 metric tonnes of food in 

store. In total we have fed 3364 

hungry people and handled over 44 

metric tonnes of food donations.   

Don’t ask me how it all came about, 

I only know that I have done things 

and learned things and spoken 

about things I never knew I could, in 

ways I never knew possible and I 

can only put it down to God and my 

willingness to be used by Him   

I only know it has been an exciting 

adventure and a privilege.  “With 

God all things are possible” Matt 19 

v 26 

such a strong calling that I           

immediately offered to volunteer, 

wondering what I was letting myself 

in for. 

Now almost four years after we 

opened at Hope Central I can only 

say thank you Lord for calling me 

into this ministry.  I have met some 

wonderful people, fellow volunteers, 

guests and people who call in to 

donate food or finance. 

Whilst signposting, I have laughed, 

cried and prayed with all sorts of 

people as they have talked about 

what brought them to a Foodbank. 

Sometimes a guest returns to tell us 

how things have improved for them,  

On 12th July  Ryedale Foodbank 

will have been open four years!       

Unbelievable!  That means it’s been 

a little over five years since I felt the 

thump in my chest and an           

unmistakeable voice say “You’re 

doing that”! No not the Rev. Andy 

Boxall, it was God’s voice or more 

like a certain knowing than an      

audible voice. Of course like most 

good Christians I sat on my hands 

for three months, hoping someone 

else with better skills, more time on 

their hands or who had been a 

Christian longer than me would step 

up and get the ball rolling so I could 

join in later. But alas when I went to 

see Andy in the following            

September, no one had jumped at 

the opportunity to set up a        

Foodbank. In fact when Andy said 

nothing was happening I was     

surprised to hear myself saying, 

“well what wants doing first” instead 

of “well that’s that then”.  I had no 

idea what I was doing or going to 

be doing but God did and He would 

use me to fulfil His plan for a     

Foodbank in Ryedale.  

When I took voluntary redundancy 

from my role in the food industry in 

2009, I thought that I had finished 

with all things food!  I was soon to 

find out that the Lord had other 

plans for me. 

Work pressure had started to affect 

my health and I realised that a 

change of lifestyle was required.  I 

therefore turned my long term 

hobby into a business and started 

work as a dog behaviourist.  I was 

much happier and more fulfilled 

working with the animals that I love. 

When in 2013, Elim Ryedale 

Church started to talk about a 

Foodbank in Ryedale, I felt the Lord 

say to me ‘get involved’.  It was  

Happy Birthday Ryedale Foodbank!  By Lesley Hurley 

A Testimony By John Mackenzie 



Dates to look forward to ...        

Wednesday 21st June    

Sue will be visiting G Force and 

sharing some of her Ablaze      

mayhem and madness with all of 

us. 

Tuesday 27th June    

Year 6 visit to Ablaze between 

6.00pm and 9.00pm.  To help with 

the transition from G Force to 

Ablaze we are inviting our Year 6 

children to a Pizza and Chips Tea 

at Hope Central and then joining 

Sue and her team for Ablaze. 

Wednesday 5th July    

G Force Quiz.  We are inviting   

children to bring their grown-ups 

with them to G Force to make a 

team for our family fun quiz night. 

 

G Force Wednesday is for children 

aged 7-11 years, if you know any 

children that would   

enjoy fun, games and 

crafts while learning 

about God then please 

tell them about G Force 

Wednesday!  We meet 

at Hope Central every 

Wednesday in term 

time between 5.30 and 

7.00pm.  For further 

details please call me 

on 01653 228060. 
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G Force Sunday 

The G Force Sunday team of Paul, 

Claire and myself are really         

enjoying delving into the Bible with 

our older group of children and 

hope your children are enjoying it 

too!  We are going through a book 

called Transformed Life aimed    

specifically at children aged 7-11.   

Dates to look forward to ...   

Sunday 4th June    

We will be having a joint meeting 

with Ablaze and Noah’s Ark (we 

must be mad!!)  It might be a good 

idea that your children do not wear 

their Sunday best on that day!! 

G Force Wednesday        

Blazing Glory! 

At G Force, our mid-week children’s 

club, we are using some great    

resources from Blazing Glory!  

These include adventure story 

books, Bibles, comics, teaching   

resources and a 7-in-1 adventure 

tool!  We are reading through their 

“Friends of God” story book which 

follows Poppy and friends on their 

journey of faith.  This book is based 

on the parable of the sower and 

through many adventures, explores 

how Poppy holds onto her seed of 

faith to enjoy a lifetime of friendship 

with Jesus.  We have been having 

great fun with this and are regularly    

seeing 12-15 children attend each 

week. 

This is their bright orange 7-in-1 

adventure tool which consists of a 

whistle, compass, thermometer, 

magnifier, torch, mirror and a secret 

compartment to keep safe their 

seed of faith.  The children will be 

taking these home after half term. 

Becky’s Blog 

Noah’s Ark 
How did you all get on with the 

Memory Verse from last month?  

Can’t remember it?  Never mind we 

have another great verse for you 

and your children to learn this 

month:            

“Speak Lord, I am your servant, I 

am listening”  1 Samuel 3 verse 10 .  

Never under estimate the power  

and importance of reading and 

memorizing scripture for your      

children.  Have some fun, make it 

into a game, you could even let 

your children test you!! 

As well as the memory verse we 

will also be looking at the stories of 

Esther, Ruth, Samuel and Stephen 

this month. 



WEDNESDAY 19th JULY      

BURNBY HALL GARDENS, 

POCKLINGTON                      

£5.00 per person to cover     

transport costs 

11.00am pick up from            

Hope Central 
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WEDNESDAY 7th JUNE          

BETTON FARM, EAST AYTON   

£5.00 per person to cover    

transport costs 

11.00am pick up from             

Hope Central 

 

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm.  
On occasions the group 
have special trips out, 
please see below the 
events coming up. 

 

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 
 

Wednesday 
7th and 21st 

JUNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 5th JULY            

PICNIC AT BURYTHORPE 

12.00 noon pick up from         

Hope Central in individual cars                              

Please take your own picnic 

A Focus on Young at Heart 

Young at Heart 

 

Bring and Share 
Lunch  

Sunday 11th June 
Following the Sunday               

morning service 

Bring enough for you and your  

family plus a little extra to share.  

We’ll supply the drinks! 

 

Please remember to complete a Prayer Request card if you would like the 

church to pray for you and a Praise Report when you have seen God      

answer prayer.  It is good for the church to stand with one another in prayer 

and to celebrate when we see answers. 

Prayer Request and Praise Report cards are available from the Welcome 

Desk on a Sunday morning 



 

 

 

 

 

‘Chat Up Lines - Growing Good    

Relationships’ at Malton School has 

started well. We have 21 lovely 

young people every week for an 

hour. It’s a real pleasure to be 

able to encourage and have fun 

with them. 

I hope we will have some young 

people able to go to Hull to join 

with the youth at Church on the 

Way on Saturday June 10th. It 

was so much fun last time. Tim 

Alford who leads the Limitless 

(Elim Youth) is going to be there 

with us. 

Church, a big thanks for praying for 

our young people as they go about 

their school routines which include 

exams at this time of year. Please 

join me in praying Ephesians 1:17 

for us all ‘I keep asking that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glori-

ous Father, may give you the Spirit 

of wisdom and revelation, so that 

you may know him better.’ 

Big Brekkie- Saturday 20th May 

Thank you to everyone who        

contributed to us giving just over 

£250 to Christian Aid for refugees. 

Thank you to the Bacon Factory and 

to Morrisons and 

to Hope Central 

for supporting us 

with their dona-

tions. It’s good to 

get together and 

even better when 

we can add our to    

support to people 

in need as well. 
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May and June seem busy months 

for Ablaze. Our Tuesday evening  

‘Discuss It’ at the beginning of May 

was called Take Courage and 

amongst other things we watched a 

video about Esther https://

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=UGQ3oSJ_xbc  which you might 

enjoy watching too. We chatted 

about God’s purpose in having that 

story in the Bible. We touched on 

‘...for such a time as this..’ as that is 

the theme for this years’ 

‘GATHERING’ in October. 

A week later and we visited the 

park by the riverbank to play some 

games under the title of ‘Don’t Drop 

It’  The games included eggs and 

water bombs - you might like to ask 

the young people what happened!! 

Ablaze have planted the gardens in 

the alley way between Hope     

Central and Castlegate News and 

tidied up the rubbish in that area 

too. We wanted to make a         

contribution to Malton In Bloom. 

Our young people love a challenge 

and they work so well together. 

On Saturday 20th May, it was so 

good to see young people joining in 

with the Christian Aid Big Brekkie 

and waiting on tables. Thank you 

for offering to help! Then in the    

afternoon a group from Ablaze went 

to Lightwater Valley for The Big 

Night Out. I love it when the young 

people think they are not going to 

attempt the rides but then decide 

they will and then have a go more 

than once as they loved it so much! 

After five hours 

o f  r i d e s , 

Twelve24, the 

b a n d  f r o m  

M a n c h e s t e r , 

had lots of fun 

with the crowd. 

On Sundays we 

have looked at 

‘Personal Jesus’ and Why did     

Jesus come to Earth. 

Our time at lunch clubs in Norton 

College and Malton School have 

been busy - our hot chocolates are 

very popular. We’re building some 

positive relationships and because 

of that we have decided to open our 

Ablaze Drop In after Half Term on a 

Monday evening from 3.30pm until 

5.30pm. Any young people at    

secondary school are welcome to 

join us. We’ll have the usual       

activities - table tennis, Wii,       

tuckshop, bean bags and will offer 

some snacks such as toast. Hot 

and cold drink available too. It will 

be a place to hang out with friends 

and also where we offer a listening 

ear. 

 

                     ABLAZE YOUTH 
 
      EVERY TUESDAY IN TERM TIME 
 
                     7.30pm - 9.00pm 
                     HOPE CENTRAL  
         

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGQ3oSJ_xbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGQ3oSJ_xbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGQ3oSJ_xbc


 

 

The GAP Group will be meeting on 

Thursday 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th 

June. 

 

 

Please see Grace 

Abbey for more     

details. 
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time but am pleased to say we 

were reconciled before he passed 

away.   

I left school at 16 and started   

working for a big, worldwide       

engineering company in the after 

sales department, sorting problems 

such as incorrect issuing orders 

and failures of products.  It was at 

this time that I became fishing 

match secretary, captain of the 

cricket team and got married to 

Anne in 1976.  In 1978 I moved to 

work in York to sell sheet metal 

and became sales manager in due 

course.  My first son Luke was 

born in 1986 and then Daniel was 

born in 1989 but it was at this time 

I encountered alcohol during pub 

lunches from work. 

In 1986 I started my own company 

in the same trade, this was very 

successful and exists to this day.  

Regrettably this move gave the 

opportunity for alcohol to get a grip 

and the next ten years were a    

losing battle to this disease        

becoming a nightmare of lies and 

deceit.  In 1996 I sold my business 

and was divorced by Anne.  I 

I’m Ian Harvey Ramsden (the     

reason for the Harvey is it was my 

mother’s maiden name), my mother 

being one of seven sisters who 

were all committed Church of     

England Christians.  I was born in 

Bradford in 1948 and have one    

sister who lives in Pickering.  I was 

baptised at the age of one,        

confirmed at the age of eleven and 

a member of the choir at 12 years 

old.  The height of my musical ca-

reer was a solo at midnight mass 

and one at school in front of 300 

pupils and parents, singing ‘I love to 

go a wandering’ - only to forget the 

words on verse two! 

I went to Eccleshill secondary 

school to pass various GCSE’s and 

my hobbies were fishing and 

cricket, both of which were a strong 

part of my life, going on to collect 

various trophies and cups.  I lived at 

6 Fagley Place and had aunts and 

uncles living at numbers 5 and 7, so 

I got away with very little!  I had a 

good childhood, despite my father 

being an alcoholic and seldom 

around.  I despised my father at this 

Testimony By Ian Ramsden 

moved to Norton to live on my own, 

the only people I saw from my       

previous life were my sons, everyone 

else disappeared!  I started going to 

Next Steps and ran the coffee house 

for 5 years, still battling the alcohol 

on and off.  I met a young lady and 

for some time the nightmare stopped 

and I started to come to Elim but I 

started to drink again and the    

friendship parted. 

I had gone to AA for many years but 

it was only when Andy Boxall drove 

into my life and told me he wasn’t 

leaving it and when I was missing he 

would come and find me (this he did 

on many occasions), only then did 

things change.  Andy showed me 

hope. I knew throughout the 20 

years of heavy drinking that       

Christianity would be the answer and 

Andy pointed me in the right         

direction.  Although the hold that   

alcohol had on me was too strong for 

me alone to break, Christ (together 

with the support of Andy and Elim 

Ryedale Church) gave me the 

strength to fight back. 

Today I am in a good place and 

whereas alcohol is a constant battle, 

I have Christ again and friends in the 

church to fall back on.  People who 

help me and who I know are there.  I 

really would not be here but for you 

all. 

Even though I walk through the  

darkest valley, I will fear no evil for 

you art with me, your rod and your 

staff they comfort me.         Psalm 23 

    Tuesday      
     20th  
    June 
2.00 - 3.00pm 
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I’ve been a Christian for quite a 

while, about 30 years. You’d have 

thought by now I would have figured 

out how to live a life which revolves 

around God, that I would daily I put 

my trust in God. Except for the last 

few weeks this hasn’t been the case. 

I have been living what many would 

regard as a ‘Christian Life,’ but quite 

subtly, and for no particular reason I 

moved God away from the centre of 

my world and resided there myself. 

Don’t get me wrong I wasn’t      

abandoning my faith; I’d grab a hold 

of God when I needed him, but I’d 

still be controlling my world. 

Having thought about this in more 

detail over the last week I think that 

many people probably live like this. 

The messages of our culture are of 

personal choice, individual rights and 

instant gratification. Concepts like 

surrender and submission are 

counter-cultural and it is not         

surprising that the battle with ‘self’ is 

a struggle. 

God made me aware of my situation 

by reminding me of the words to a 

song called ‘Breathe In Me’ by      

Michael W Smith. The lyrics say:       

‘You breathe in me and I'm alive, 

with the power of your holiness.  

You breathe in me and you revive 

feelings in my soul that I have laid 

to rest. So breathe in me I need you 

now, I've never felt so dead within. 

So breathe in me maybe somehow 

you can breathe new life in me 

again.’ 

I was familiar with the song and the 

words. As God put this song on my 

mind it drew attention to how far my 

self-centered complacency had 

taken me. I needed God to breathe 

new life in me because for whatever 

reasons my ‘strong’ faith, my Chris-

tianity, had grown tired and I had 

put myself in the centre of my 

world. 

God is renewing my mind, (as in 

Romans 12) although that doesn’t 

mean it’s easy to keep allowing 

God to be in the centre of my world. 

But I know that I have to keep 

choosing him in the small and big 

things throughout my day. And I 

also know that God’s grace is big 

enough for me, and all the times I 

get it wrong. 

2 Corinthians 12:9 “But he said to 

me my grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in 

weakness. Therefore I will boast all 

the more gladly about my weak-

nesses so that Christ’s power may 

rest on me.” 

NEXT MEN’S EVENT                 

Saturday 24th June               

7.30pm to 9.00pm                   

HOPE CENTRAL 

Dates  at a glance:             

Little Steps    G Force      Bring and Share Lunch   

Monday 5, 12, 19 and 26 June Weds 7, 14, 21 and 28 June   Sunday 11 June    

             Spring Cottage                           

Stepping Stones   GAP Group     Tuesday 20 June                             

Tues 6, 13, 20 and 27 June  Thursday 8, 15, 22 and 29 June  Men’s Event    

             Saturday 24 June          

Ablaze Youth    Young at Heart     Onwards and Upwards Prayer Meet  

Tues 6, 13, 20 and 27 June  Wednesday 7 and 21 June   Sunday 25 June    

  Breath New Life in me Again   
By Paul Noble 

There are some topics which should be 
talked about by Christian men, but 
aren't. The 'Off The Record' nights    

provide an opportunity to discuss these 
topics, consider different points of view 
and look at what the Bible says. If you 
would like to know the topic for a night 

in advance then talk to Paul Noble.  


