
The Replacement 
By Andy Holmes 

 

If you like a psychological thriller 

then you may well have been 

watching the BBC drama The     

Replacement. Someone is hired for 

maternity leave cover but then 

slowly seems to take over all the 

contacts, friendships and family of 

the person they were just standing 

in for. And that is not to forget a 

suspicious death! 

As  I  have  wa t ched  The               

Replacement part of me has been 

shouting out at the TV screen, why 

can’t the rest of you see what is  

going on. But it set me wondering - 

how would I feel if someone set out 

to oust me from my place as      

husband in the heart of my wife and 

father to my children? The short 

answer is I would be furious, you 

see I am jealous about those      

relationships. I will tolerate no one 

seeking to replace me. Why,       

because no one can do it as well as 

I can! What relationships are you 

that protective of? How would you 

feel if someone tried to usurp your 

place? 

And now we come to Easter. Satan 

has set out to take God’s place in 

our lives. God knows that Satan is 

not good for us.  

As I write this, the last episode has 

yet to be shown. The inevitable 

twist in the tail of the TV story may 

mean I have got it all wrong.     

However when it comes to God’s 

story I know the ending. The Bible 

tells us in John 8 v 43 – 44 that  

Satan was a murderer from the  

beginning, not holding to the truth, 

for there is no truth in him. When he 

lies, he speaks his native language, 

for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

Contrast that with God: Jeremiah 

29 v 11 “For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the LORD, “plans 

to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a      

future.          

Perhaps now we can understand 

why the Bible says: “They made 

God jealous with their foreign gods 

and angered him with their          

detestable idols.”          

Deuteronomy 32 v 16 

God loves us as only a perfect     

father does. And so he will stop at 

nothing to protect us from any     

replacement. 

And the suspicious death? Just how 

far would I go to protect precious 

relationships. I hope that is not put 

to the test but it was for Jesus.  
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Welcome 

                                                 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

For him there were no lengths he 

would not go to, to protect his       

relationship with his bride and his 

children, that is us, you and me. He 

went to the cross for us, the        

ultimate Replacement.  

Perhaps this Easter you might      

realise for the first time just how 

God feels about you and why he 

was  prepared, even to go to the    

                                           

One Tuesday evening in March, 

Ablaze enjoyed a Mix It Night: 

‘Ready To Be Served’ where we 

practised our hospitality skills on 

each other in training for taking our 

skills further afield. The 

room was set up cafe 

style and we all had  

opportunity to wait on 

someone else and do 

the best job we could of 

taking their order and 

creating the food and 

drinks that were requested. These 

were then served, enjoyed and   

critiqued on a score sheet. Roles 

were then swapped. On our menus, 

we chose from crackers with lots of 

different toppings, biscuits that 

c o u l d  b e  i c e d  a n d            

decorated, cupcakes that 

could be iced and decorated 

and hot and cold drinks. The 

young people really enjoyed 

being creative and doing their 

best to serve attentively. The    

results were fab!  

cross for you.  

Oh, and by the way, there is a twist 

in the tail after all!  Christ Jesus who 

died - more than that, who was 

raised to life - is at the right hand of 

God and is also interceding for us.       

Romans 8 v 34.   

Hallelujah, what a Saviour! 

 

On Sunday 9th April our church         

family will have opportunity to be 

served by Ablaze at our Bring and 

Share Lunch. Ablaze Youth are  

fundraising for Maria from Tanzania 

whom we sponsor 

through Compassion. We 

thank you for this         

opportunity and for your 

support in contributing a 

donation for the cakes, 

desserts and drinks that 

Ablaze will provide. 

Not long ago I was reading a    

magazine article that mentioned over 

half of the parishes in the UK have 

no young people attending church. I 

thank God that we have young    

people willing to give Sunday    

morning to being with Ablaze 

and that we have leaders who 

are willing to point them to  

Jesus. Thanks to Becky Dale, 

Pauline Straw and Alison 

Nicholas for your leading. 

We’re looking forward to Jeff 

Bentley joining us next term. 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

The Replacement ... Continued 
By Andy Holmes 

Ablaze Report By Sue Davies 

 

ADVANCED  

NOTICE           

for all young 

people and 

families of 

Ablaze 
 

The Big Night Out at Lightwater  

Valley is on Saturday 20th May  

and 

We have been invited back to 

Church on the Way in Hull on     

Saturday 10th June                     

Tim Alford from LIMITLESS will be 

the guest speaker. 
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strong impression that yes they had 

to stay with us. This was the      

complete opposite to her previous 

experience with the bedclothes    

because this time God was    

speaking to her. He also allowed us 

to be a part of this special time. 

These two separate incidents bring 

tears of joy to my eyes because 

God is in the detail, He has        

everything in control and in His 

hands, so be encouraged, He has 

great plans for Elim Ryedale 

Church and our community. 

to do some shopping. On returning, 

Nick and Sara had called in to give 

Ella her dinner and I was able to 

share with Sara, what had         

happened and she found it very    

encouraging. I also shared with her 

another previous very precious 

similar incident. 

Whether God actually audibly 

spoke or whether He allowed one of 

His angel messengers to speak, I 

don't know. What I do know is that 

He spoke clearly to say and        

encourage us all, that He's working 

on it. 

The previous incident that I       

mentioned earlier was a number of 

years ago, after my parents had 

moved in with us, after their house 

was flooded.  To give a bit of    

background, my Mum's sister had 

dabbled in spiritualism for a while 

and Mum at some point, years ago 

had had a nasty supernatural     

experience of the bedclothes being 

tugged off her. 

When my parents moved in with us, 

Mum had been worried as to 

whether her and my Dad should 

continue to stay with us. Their    

bedroom was on the top floor (we're 

in a three storey house).  The room 

they were in is above our bathroom.  

About one thirty in the morning, I'd 

been out to the bathroom and so 

had John, and we both heard the 

most beautiful singing coming from 

the room above, which we realised 

afterwards must have been angel 

voices. At the same time as this 

was happening, (Mum shared it 

with me later) Mum had been    

tossing and turning in her bed (they 

had separate beds in same room). 

She was fretting about what to do, 

when suddenly, the bedclothes 

were gently pulled up and she was 

tucked in, like a parent tucks a child 

in bed. She had the reassuring,  

On the morning of Saturday 25th 

February we were getting ready to 

go up to Hope Central to do a job.  I 

was sat downstairs in the living 

room, waiting for John to finish   

getting ready. He was above me, in 

the bedroom upstairs, having a 

shave, etc. I'd been reading my  

Bible, I'm reading through The  

Message at present and was   

thinking and   praying about a new 

Pastor coming. 

Tom and Jess were away in      

London for the weekend. Nick and 

Sara were looking after Ella.  I was 

just sat quietly, musing over various 

things, when a very clear voice from 

above, who I thought was John 

said, " I think they're coming!" in an 

excited way.  If you know my     

husband, you'll know he likes to 

'people watch', having originally 

come from a farm on the North 

Yorkshire Moors, where if anything 

moved, you looked!!  I said, 'who’s 

coming?'  I immediately thought 

he'd seen Nick and Sara coming 

down the road with Ella, so got up 

to have a look and wave at them, 

but no sign of anyone, and then I 

could hear John shaving (electric 

shaver!).  I sat down again and the 

strong impression I got was, 

"they're      coming !" 

When John came downstairs, I 

asked him, "Did you shout, they're 

coming?" explaining what I meant 

and that I'd even got up to have a 

look!  He told me that it wasn't him, 

he didn't know anything about it and 

that's when it dawned on me that 

God had spoken. 

We sat there a while, and I         

remember thanking God again that 

He has everything in control, it's in 

His hands. Then we went out to   

attend to the job at Hope Central.  I 

left John after a while at Hope    

Central and went further into Malton  

Testimony By Ann and John Weatherill 

        18th                  
    April 

Please speak to Joyce 
Hodgson for more        

details 
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 Happy Easter!! 

Easter Day Service 

Sunday 16th April 

10.30am 

Norton College 

TOGETHER AT THE CROSS  
Good Friday 14th April 2017 
Malton Market Place at 10.45 am 

A Community Event for All  

The leadership said that they would look at ways 
to make prayer meetings more accessible for  
everyone and we have decided to start a monthly 
prayer meeting on a Sunday evening entitled 
“Onwards and Upwards”.  The first meeting will be 
on: 
 

SUNDAY 30th APRIL at 7.30pm 
at HOPE CENTRAL 

 

Elim as a national movement, at the beginning of 

2017, started a prayer initiative called “Imagine” 

which encouraged the church to do just that, 

imagine the best that God could do for His church 

and that’s what our prayer meetings will be about.  

Let’s come together and pray for the future of Elim 

Ryedale Church during this time of transition, who 

knows where God will lead us!!! 

 

 

SAVOURY  
Bring and Share 

Lunch  

Sunday 9th April 
Ablaze Youth, who sponsor a   

Compassion child in Tanzania 

called Maria, are raising money by 

selling sweet treats at this month’s 

Bring and Share lunch.  Therefore 

please only bring savoury food to 

share but do please bring cash to 

purchase all the lovely goodies 

which the youth team will provide.  

Lots of baking and cooking is being 

done!  The youth will also be     

serving drinks on the day so please 

tip generously!!  Thank you! 

Everyone welcome! 

MARIA 
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Qualified Advisers      

(01653 692616) 

...a free, confidential Debt Advice 

So hope is very important.  It is one 

of the three theological virtues, 

along with Faith and Love.  The 

Bible is scattered with verses that 

tell us to ‘hope’ or where to place 

our hope.   

And so Lord, where do I put my 

hope?           

“My hope is in You”  Psalm 39:7  

“For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord, plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a     

future”  Jeremiah 29:11     

“Let your hope keep you joyful, be 

patient in your troubles, and pray at 

all times”  Romans 12:12        

“You will live secure and full of 

hope, God will protect you and give 

you rest”  Job 11:18 

As Christians we know where to 

look but what about the people 

who have no hope, no faith and no 

love in their lives?  I have heard it 

said we should love a person until 

they can love themselves.  We 

should also have hope for them 

until they dare to hope for       

themselves.  And that’s what we 

can provide along with the teabags 

and cornf lakes at Ryedale      

Foodbank.  A hope that a corner 

has been turned, a hope that 

things will start to get better soon.  

We encourage, we listen and we 

pray! 

So it’s not JUST about food, it’s 

about reviving hope too and     

showing why a simple act can 

mean so much. 

 

 

The Trussel l  Trust ,  who’s             

jurisdiction Ryedale Foodbank 

come under, has a tag line 

“Restoring Dignity, Reviving Hope”.  

Why? Aren’t Foodbanks just about 

food?  Well, yes and no!! 

Foodbanks would never be          

arrogant enough to think they could 

solve all an individual’s problems 

with a few tins of soup and 500g of 

pasta!  Food (or should I say the 

lack of it) is just the tip of the        

iceberg.  What we can offer besides 

t h r e e  d a y s ’  s u p p l y  o f                   

non-perishable food is HOPE! 

But, what is hope?  Well, the       

dictionary’s definition of ‘hope’ is: 

an optimistic attitude of mind based 

on an expectation of positive       

outcomes related to events in one’s 

life or the world at large - to expect 

with confidence. 

The people we see at Ryedale 

Foodbank come to us with very little 

hope, they do not expect things to 

get better for them.  Nothing      

positive is happening to them in 

their circumstances. 

Charles R Snyder, psychologist, 

studied the effect of hope, or the 

lack of it, and how it affected       

different aspects of life, on health, 

work, education and personal 

meaning.  Without hope, patients’ 

recovery rates were lower,          

depression was more prevalent and 

there was a general failure to thrive.  

Without hope we are defeated in 

life! 

Restoring Dignity, Reviving Hope By Lesley Hurley 

 

For more information about  
Ryedale Foodbank please speak to 

Lesley Hurley on 
(01653) 697796 or 228118 

ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 
www.elimryedale.net 

 

Official Trussell Trust website: 
www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 

 
 

Thank you for collecting coins to 

support our Elim Missionaries.  We 

will be  taking our next quarterly    

collection on Sunday 23rd April.  

Please remember to bring your     

collection globes and any other    

offering you would like to make to 

see God’s Kingdom extended 

around the world. 

 

 

Sunday 23rd April 



It is always such a blessing when I 

look back on how such an event is      

accomplished.  A MASSIVE THANK 

YOU TO ALL THOSE THAT HAVE 

HELPED IN ANY WAY!!  Mind you, 

P e t e r  m a y  j u s t  m a k e  a                    

re-appearance - watch out for a boat 

as you join us for our Easter Day 

celebrations!! 

 

The GAP Group will be meeting on 

Thursday 6th and Thursday 27th 

April as they will have 

a break for the Easter 

Holidays. 

 

See Grace Abbey for 

more details. 
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£3£3  

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third      Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm  

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

Young at Heart 

Wednesday 
5th and 19th 

APRIL 

Well, after a very successful set up 

week, where so many people 

worked so hard, we were ready for 

this year’s Easter Experience 

“Peter’s Choice”. 

As I write this we are already half 

way through the second week of 

performances and it is going really 

well, having over 500 children from 

12 different schools - some of which 

came on more than one occasion! 

The feedback from the schools has 

been tremendous and this year is 

the first time we have asked the 

children for their feedback, take a 

look at some of their comments: 

A teacher from Norton Primary said: 

Excellent as usual. Everyone 

(including the adults) look       

forward to our visits to Hope 

Central! When a child from that 

school was asked ‘What have you 

enjoyed the most?’ their reply was: 

When Jesus came ALIVE!! 

When children from St. Mary’s 

school were asked what they had 

learned at the Easter Experience, 

they said:    Jesus rose from the 

dead and he told Peter not to 

worry because they would see 

each other again.  They also said 

that: the Roman centurion did 

surprise us! 

Just about every school mentioned 

how impressed they were with   

everything from the performance to 

the crafts and they particularly    

enjoyed the lovely cakes and      

refreshments.  A particular thank 

you needs to go to Richard Jarvis 

for his outstanding baking.  He’s 

provided us with mini cakes for all 

of the children and full sized ones 

for the teachers and helpers, as 

well as providing fantastic lunches 

for anyone and everyone who found 

themselves in Hope Central over 

the lunchtime period! 

We’ve had an army of helpers, too 

many to mention here - but we’ve 

had people that have helped with 

refreshments and crafts.  We’ve 

had various actors over the two 

weeks, not to mention those that 

helped to set it all up in the first 

place!  We’ve had about 30 people 

helping in total and some of those 

have had multi-purpose roles!   

Becky’s Blog 
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An Easter Poem Anonymous 
 

I’m amazed that you consider me worthy to be saved,                                                                                              

And that your holy, matchless Son should humbly take my place.                                                                          

Ten thousand angels stood in awe that day at what was happening,                                                                           

Was this their God stretched on the cross, this wretched broken man? 

The demons howled in triumph as Jesus bowed his head,                                                                                     

The great heart ceased to beat, the unthinkable - God was dead                                                                           

But what did he mean as he breathed his last “The debt has now been paid”,                                                         

Was there something they were missing?  Had this all been preordained? 

But see his body, broken, bruised, the blood already dry,                                                                                           

There was no mistaking this, the crowds had seen him die.                                                                                  

And already the embalmers come, clean linen too they hold,                                                                                  

And lift him gently from the cross of shame, his body lifeless, cold. 

The demons taunt “Why waste your tears on this lifeless corpse, this imposter, carpenters son?”                      

“Women you are foolish if you even thought the he would be ‘The One’”                                                                       

Away with Him into the grave.  Let’s get this business done.                                                                                            

Roll a stone, set the seal, there’s a party going on. 

Saturday, oh Saturday what a glorious day that was,                                                                                                     

The demons clapped and laughed and danced, the world was Godless now.                                                      

They praised their chief with all their might, nothing could stop them now,                                                                      

They partied long into the night and relished - mistakenly - on happy days to come.   

“Go on enjoy yourself”, Satan smiled, “The victory is ours”,                                                                                              

“Let no one be mistaken, this world and all is ours”                                                                                                  

“Anyone who stands against us, from now on is a fool”,                                                                                                

“Today we surely party, but tomorrow we will rule”       

Sunday, quiet Sunday, the garden very still,                                                                                                           

One frightened woman weeping, still numb from Golgotha’s Hill.                                                                                      

But look the guard has gone, the stone is rolled, the tomb is empty now.                                                                         

Confusion, doubt she shakes her head, He is not there!  But how?  

Her name so gently called ... “Mary”.  And again ... “Mary”,                                                                                            

Now the joy of recognition.  Now faith rises ... “Raboni”.                                                                                                 

Then fleet of foot she runs to tell, the unbelieving men,                                                                                                   

Breathless she screams the words to them, “I have seen the Lord” 

Risen Christ indwell in us, come change our hardened hearts,                                                                                         

Two thousand years of witness yet, your church has much to do.                                                                                  

But ... “Thine be the glory risen, conquering Son”                                                                                                    

“Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won” 

All glory be to you, oh Lord, joyfully we sing,                                                                                                                  

“We are on the Lord’s side, Saviour we are Thine”                                                                                                       

Yours the power to heal, yours the power to save,                                                                                                          

And with your help we will never doubt, that you are stronger than the grave!                                                                                                                  
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Meet our leaders: 
 

 
 

Graeme    
Parkins 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sara             
Abbey 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Andy  
Holmes 

 
 

It’s not too late to book your place!  

Elim Festival is a Christian camp for 

the whole family.  The guest speaker 

this year is Mark Ritchie, a gifted 

speaker who has a passion to not 

only communicate God but to carry 

His presence. 

Check out the website for more    

information. 

 

Thursday 27th July to     
Saturday 6th August  

 
Bookings can be made 
online before 21st July 

 
For more details go to  
www.elimfestival.org 

   

 

Dates at a Glance 

Stepping Stones                     

Tuesday  4th April (Easter Party)   

Tuesday 25th April                               

Ablaze Youth               

Tuesday 4th and 25th April   Young at Heart      Spring Cottage Service

       Wednesday 5th and 19th April   Tuesday 18th April     

G Force                                                                       

Wednesday 5th and 26th April  Savoury Bring and Share Lunch   Missionary Globes         

       Sunday 9th April      Sunday 23rd April         

GAP Group                      

Thursday 6th April (Special Lunch)  Good Friday and Easter Day Services  Onwards and Upwards     

Thursday 27th April    Friday 14th and Sunday 16th April   Sunday 30th April 

Still thinking of going to Camp? 

 

LIONEL CURRIE 

Former Senior Minister from         

Bridge Street Church in Leeds 

Sunday 2nd April                                    

Sunday 9th April 

Guest Speaker 

 


