
A Gift Worth Having 
By Sara Abbey 

 

As I write this article, it’s actually 

Valentines Day and I’m wondering 

how many of you received a gift 

from a loved one?!  A lovely card 

gushing with emotion, a large box 

of luxury chocolates or some   

beautiful red roses perhaps?  But 

what constitutes a gift of love?  As I   

pondered this question early this 

morning whilst awaiting my own gift 

from a husband that had already 

departed the house 

in pursuit of his first 

love ... golf, I felt like 

God was reminding 

me of His love!  I had 

a picture in my mind 

of His hands which 

had my name written 

on them and as I         

considered this my 

mind wandered to 

how people have tattoos of their 

l o ve d  ones  i ns c r i be d  on           

themselves.  However, God gently      

reminded me that this was no mere 

tattoo on the palm of His hands.  

My name, the name of all of His       

children are engraved on the hands 

which created the universe.  Our 

names are not just a colourful tattoo 

that can be covered up or skilfully 

removed by a laser.  No, Isaiah 49 

verse 16 tells us that God says: 

“Behold, I have GRAVEN thee upon 

the palms of my hand (KJV)”  

Graven or engraved means to 

carve out or chisel, which indicates 

to me something much deeper than 

an ink stain. 

Jesus himself said when referring to 

the ‘Vine and the Branches’ in the 

book of John: “Greater love has no 

one than this: to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends.”  And that’s just 

what He did. The hands that were 

nailed to a cross are carved with 

the names of His loved ones.   

So what constitutes a 

gift of love ... I would 

suggest nothing 

greater than to give 

of one’s life.  Maybe 

you didn’t receive a 

gift for Valentine’s 

Day but I think God 

would remind you 

that His love for you 

is better than any 

bouquet of flowers or sweet treat.  

His love is enduring, something that 

cannot be removed.  His love is so 

strong that it took Him all the way to 

the cross and in fact His love for 

you is so vast that nothing can 

s e p a r a t e 

you from 

Him.   

Now that’s 

a gift worth 

having! 
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Welcome 

                                                 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

MARK STONE 

Associate Pastor from Huddersfield 

Elim Church 

Sunday 5th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIONEL CURRIE 

Former Senior Minister from     

Bridge Street Church, Leeds 

Sunday 12th March                     

Sunday 19th March                      

Sunday 2nd April 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

 

For more information about  
Ryedale Foodbank please speak to 

Lesley Hurley on 
(01653) 697796 or 228118 

ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 
www.elimryedale.net 

 

Official Trussell Trust website: 
www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 

Visiting Speakers 

Easter Day Service 

Sunday 16th April 

10.30am 

Norton College 
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By the time we left Switzerland last 

summer, I was the International  

Director overseeing all of Medair’s 

work in 13 conflicts and disasters 

around the world.   

As I mentioned, Evelyne is Swiss, 

from the French speaking part. (Did 

you know there are four official   

languages in Switzerland, not     

including English? (A prize for   

anyone who can get all four…)  

Evelyne is a nurse and after our 

time in Africa she worked at the 

University Hospital in Lausanne as 

a Head Nurse. Sometime after the 

arrival of our second child David 

she decided to put aside nursing for 

a while and focus on caring for the 

kids. Two eventually became three 

and so now we have Ben who is 11, 

David, 9 and Anna 7.   

So why leave a good job in one of 

the most beautiful places in the 

world on the shores of Lake        

Geneva to move to North Yorkshire 

and Kirkbymoorside and an        

uncertain future? Well, because this 

is also one the most beautiful 

places in the world, but most      

importantly this is where we felt 

God leading us, for what exactly we 

are still discovering.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us to, ‘Trust 

in the Lord with all your heart and 

l e a n  n o t  o n  y o u r  o w n                   

understanding; in all your ways   

submit to him, and he will make 

your paths straight’.  

Too often we think we see the     

obvious path. Thankfully God 

knows the 

right path! 

We have been coming to Elim 

Ryedale since early August 2016 

having moved to Kirkbymoorside 

from Switzerland in July. It might 

seem a strange move, but I’ve had 

a few strange moves along the way, 

and God’s way rarely feels like the 

simple one!  

I, Mark, was born in Middlesbrough, 

but left there when I was 11 to 

move to Chatham in Kent. That  

culture shock prepared me for   

everything else that was to come!  

Anyway, I survived and went to   

university in Nottingham and then 

again in Manchester, where I also 

worked for a few years with        

alcoholic and homeless men. It was 

from there that I felt God calling me 

to go to wild and mysterious places 

and so I moved to Africa working 

first in Ethiopia, then South Sudan 

and Kenya. And it was in South  

Sudan, in the midst of the civil war, 

that I met Evelyne, who was       

following that same calling.  

We were both working for the  

Chr ist ian Humanitar ian Aid         

organisation Medair, which is based 

in Switzerland. To cut a long story 

short, we spent almost a year     

corresponding by blue airmail letter 

from our various parts of Africa and 

then decided to head back to 

Europe where I got a ‘temporary’ 

post at Medair’s HQ in Lausanne, 

Switzerland, which happened to be 

where Evelyne was from :-).        

Six months later we were married. 

Oh, and my ‘temporary’ post lasted 

over 15 years!  

During that time I had the privilege 

of working with some of the world’s 

most vulnerable people in DR 

Congo, Somalia, Afghanistan and 

Syria, to name but a few, bringing 

hope into hopeless situations 

through the work Medair did.  

Testimony By Mark and Evelyne Screeton 

        21st                   
   March 

 

Please speak to 
Joyce Hodgson 
for more details 



exciting to see all that God is doing 

in Elim Ryedale Church and I    

cannot wait to be part of what will 

happen in this new season. 

If you can play an instrument or 

sing and have a passion for        

worshipping God then please see 

me or drop me an email at    

jessabbey90@gmail.com.  

I’m really looking forward to hearing 

from you and would love to extend 

the team further.  
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The GAP Group will be meeting on 

2nd, 9th and 16th March.  They will 

NOT meet whilst the Easter        

Experience is on. 

 

See Grace Abbey for 

more details. 

For me, I hear God most clearly 

when music is involved. Whether it 

be playing in the background, sitting 

at the piano singing, or in a full 

blown worship service, these are 

the times when I have experienced 

God and His presence at work in 

my life. When we worship at church 

I just love looking out over the            

congregation of worshippers all 

longing for God and lifting His name 

above everything else. I am so   

excited to have the opportunity to 

help encourage and build the     

worship team here at Elim Ryedale 

Church and would love to hear of 

any hidden musical talents within 

the church, so please don’t hesitate 

to contact me if you’re a music buff!  

My heart and vision for our Worship 

Team is to ultimately experience a 

deeper level of God’s presence, not 

just in our worship but in our daily 

lives.  I believe that by reflecting 

God’s glory in all that we do, our 

worship will be a response to how 

awesome our God is, therefore   

experiencing a deeper level of his 

presence in our church.  It’s very 

Mothering Sunday Service 
Sunday 26th March 

10.30am Norton College 

A Focus on Worship By Jess Weatherill 

mailto:jessabbey90@gmail.com


Please remember to use the Prayer 

Request and Praise Report cards 

so that we can pray together and        

celebrate together. They are    

available from the Welcome Desk 

on a Sunday. 
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Elim Festival is a Christian camp for 

the whole family.  It’s a place where 

you can go and relax, make new 

friends and meet old ones!  It’s    

located in the lovely Yorkshire 

countryside at Hutton Rudby, close 

to Stokesley. 

You can go as a worker or a guest, 

you can go on your own, as a group 

or with your own family and they 

offer both self-catering and catered 

options. 

Over the years many families from 

Elim Ryedale Church have         

attended Elim Festival and we have 

often had a group of youth go too.  

If you are interested in booking you 

can obtain booking forms from 

www.elimfestival.org or if you are a 

young person interested in going 

please speak to either Sue Davies 

or Becky Dale who can give you 

more information. 

 

Thursday 27th July to     
Saturday 6th August  

 
Bookings can be made 
online before 21st July 

 
For more details go to  
www.elimfestival.org 

This year’s theme is ‘Express’ : to 

convey a thought or feeling in words 

or by gestures or conduct!  Being a 

Christian is as much about who we 

are as what we do.  Understanding 

both these dynamics helps us to 

‘Express’ our worship, walk and    

witness in a way that honours God 

and fulfils us too! 

A guest speaker at Elim Festival this 

year is Mark Ritchie, a gifted and 

creative communicator who has a 

passion to not only communicate 

God but to carry His presence. 

 

 

ABLAZE 
YOUTH 

 
Every Tuesday 

in term time 
 

Hope Central 
7.30pm - 
9.00pm 

 
 

        

Qualified Advisers 

(01653 692616) 

...a free, confidential Debt Advice 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Experience 

Set up week - week commencing 

13th March 

Performances start for two weeks 

commencing 20th March 2017.  

Please be aware that the telephones 

will be turned off at Hope Central 

during the performances. 
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£3£3  
  

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third      Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm  

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

Young at Heart 

Wednesday 
1st and 15th 

MARCH 

                 

As well as getting ready for the 

Easter Experience and preparing 

fifty ‘Lift the Lid …on Easter’ boxes 

for schools we are also designing 

and creating two new Lift the Lid 

boxes. Lucy and Paul are in the 

planning stages of ‘Lift the Lid… on 

Creation’ looking to design          

resources that will help pupils to 

learn what the Bible teaches about 

Creation, why God’s name is     

special to Christians, what can we 

learn from the Creation story, the 

Fall and the consequences and 

much, much more!   

Malc is also very busy putting those 

very important final touches to the 

‘Lift the Lid…on Christianity’. Malc 

has created some amazing         

resources, including an interactive 

Face Book profile about the Life of 

Jesus, a Trinity Video, The Case of 

the Missing Body which includes 

artefacts and eye witness accounts 

of the crucifixion and resurrection.  

It will also include class debates on 

the existence of God, a religious  

Becky’s Blog 

language card game and much 

more. It is going to be a fantastic 

box that pupils will enjoy using and 

really get them thinking! This box 

will be available to Secondary 

schools at the beginning of the 

Summer Term. 

So, as you can imagine there is lots 

to do, research, design, create, edit, 

print and put together in a box so 

we would all appreciate your 

prayers. Please prayer for good 

health especially over the Easter 

Experience, for creativity and God 

ideas as we design and create   

resources, for open doors into more  

schools and churches and for God 

to bless the work of our hands and 

to use it for His Glory!  
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attest to there being times for 

‘keeping’ and ‘throwing away’!  

So, what ‘time’ is it for us now? 

And are we nearly there yet?  

Last Spring good friends helped us 

decorate and spruce up our house 

– it was a time to mend. We then 

had to find a buyer and to look far 

and wide to find a house down 

South that we could afford – a time 

to search. Suddenly last October, 

everything fell into place: a buyer 

came along and we found an ideal 

new home within three days of 

each other – yep, definitely it was 

definitely a time to stop searching 

and of uprooting. We’d be in 

Gloucestershire by Christmas.  

A-a-a-a-a-n-n-n-d-d, here we still 

are, writing this for the March    

Bulletin... To say that we’re not 

frustrated and a bit impatient would 

be telling porkies. Amazingly, 

though, even with the stresses of 

the buying and selling, the 

searches, the contracts, the long 

chain that seems to have ground to 

a halt and the possibility of        

everything falling through in the  

“What time is it?”  “Are we nearly 

there yet?”  Familiar questions    

repeated by impatient children to 

long suffering parents throughout 

history!  

After 23 years of living in this corner 

of North Yorkshire, and spending 

the last 10 as part of the Elim 

Ryedale family, we’re moving on to 

p a s t u r e s  n e w  d o w n  i n          

Gloucestershire, and the current 

Discipleship Group Bible study 

called ’End of an Era’ (as so often 

happens) seems particularly apt for 

us just now.  

Looking back over our time here, 

we can tick off pretty much all of the 

common life events listed by    

Solomon in Chapter 3 of             

Ecclesiastes:  As a family we’ve 

experienced times of birth, death, 

planting, uprooting, truly miraculous 

healing, tearing down and building 

up. We’ve had times where there’s 

been cause to weep, to laugh, to 

mourn and to dance, to name but a 

few from the list. Right now,         

surrounded by packing cases and 

also bags bound for the charity 

shop or the dump, we can certainly 

What Time Is It?  A Testimony By Andy and Barbara Seed 

            

end, there is an unlikely sense that 

everything is OK. Solomon, in the 

wisdom God gave him when he 

asked for it, has the explanation.  His 

catalogue of universal life events in 

Ecclesiastes underl ines that         

upheaval and uncertainty are an    

inescapable part of life here on 

earth. But that’s not the whole story. 

Look at what follows the daunting list 

of earthly joys and sorrows:  

(God) also set eternity in the hearts 

of men (Eccl 3: 11) 

All the human experiences on    

Solomon’s list are ‘activities under 

heaven’, but God has purposely 

planted another perspective within 

us. One that enables us to see and 

t r u s t  b e y o n d  w h a t  w e ’ r e                

experiencing right now. Perhaps 

Solomon’s revelation was sparked 

off by something that his dad once 

said. During a time of great           

uncertainty, David was able to look 

beyond his immediate circumstances 

and say:  

But I trust in you, O Lord... My times 

are in your hands (Psalm 31:14 –15) 

So, whether we’re still here or       

unpacking our cases down in 

Gloucestershire, and whether Elim 

Ryedale has a new pastor this month 

or next month - or not - we can rest 

easy. All of our times – the good, the 

bad, and the uncertain - are in God’s 

hands. What time is it?           

It’s time to trust.  
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Graeme    
Parkins 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sara             
Abbey 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Andy  
Holmes 

 
 
 
 

24 hour news, endless TV channels, 

smart phones, YouTube, Facebook, 

tinder (only joking), that item on 

eBay ... oh and let's not forget family, 

work and all the other commitments 

that can easily take up all my time. 

Did I forget anything? Anyone? Oops 

I left God out. Quick, I'm meant to 

pray ... what should I be praying 

about? And read my Bible, oh ... 

ah ... where's my Bible? 

If you're like me then it's too easy to 

let everything but God invade your 

life and take up your time and       

attention. It may not be Facebook or 

TV, but it could easily be work or 

family life. 

It's not new news that I need to 

make time for God in my life. I mean 

how can I expect to hear from him if I 

don't ever take time to listen? How 

can I ever overcome that sinful     

action if I don't allow God to      

transform my mind? But I do need 

reminding of the fact that God       

actually designed me to be in       

relationship with him. So in writing 

this I’m preaching to myself; I need 

to hear this as much as you. 

So the ball is in my court, God has 

let me know what sort of a             

relationship he's offering. The      

challenge is what will I choose and      

how will I balance everything in my 

life. It's probably worth spending 

some time thinking about this one. 

Simply finding more time in each 

day or more energy at the end a 

long day is not always possible. But 

here are a few things that I find 

helpful: 

 (1) Listening to Christian music in 

the morning can help focus my 

mind for the day on something 

other than myself.          

(2) If I'm going to watch TV choose 

a programme to watch rather than 

just channel flicking.          

(3) Choose to watch or listen to 

something uplifting - YouTube can 

be good for this.           

(4) Pray throughout your day rather 

than at set times.          

(5) Read through a book of the   

Bible at whatever speed you like; 

just start reading.          

(6) Take time to rest. Seriously if 

you're too busy or stressed to focus 

on God then take hold of little     

moments or whole days, but give 

yourself time to just stop. It could be 

a five minute tea break or sitting in 

the garden on a sunny afternoon.  

Oh and while you're resting just 

pray a little prayer like, "God I need 

to stop and rest for a while, feel free 

to join me!” 

Dates  at a glance:                                                                
Stepping Stones    Young at Heart     Mothering Sunday Service  

Tuesday 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th  Wednesday 1st and 15th March  Sunday 26th  March          

March                  

              Easter Day Service     

Ablaze Youth     Visiting Speaker Mark Stone  Sunday 16th April  

Tuesday 7th, 14th, 21st and  28th  Sunday 5th March          

March             EASTER EXPERIENCE 

       Visiting Speaker Lionel Currie  Set up Week       

G-Force      Sunday 12th and 19th March   Week Commencing 13th March 

Wednesday 1st, 8th, 15th  and 15th Sunday 2nd April     Performance           

March             20th March - 31st March 

       Spring Cottage Service                

GAP Group     Tuesday 21st March                  

Thursday 2nd, 9th and 16th March              

Designed for Relationship By Paul Noble 


