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Holmes 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Dates  at a glance:                                                                
Stepping Stones    Coffee House Church    Men’s Event    

Tuesday 7th, 14th and 28th   Sunday 5th, 12th and 19th   Saturday 18th February          

February      and 26th February         

              Drama Workshop      

Ablaze Youth     Young at Heart     Monday 20th February  

Tuesday 7th, 14th and  28th   Wednesday 1st and 15th February        

February             Spring Cottage   

       Bring and Share Lunch   Tuesday 21st February     

G-Force      Sunday 5th February 

Wednesday 1st, 8th and 15th                     

February      Quiz Bingo          

       Friday 10th February                

GAP Group      

Thursday 9th and 16th February              

Guest Speakers  

Coming Up!                    
     Jeroen Bakker            

Sunday 12th  

February 

Jeroen is the    

Minister in             

Training at York         

Elim Church and                                   

is  married to                    

        Annigje 

                  

Lionel Currie 

Sunday 5th         

Sunday 12th  

Sunday 19th  

March  

Lionel who  was 

the  senior minister at Bridge Street 

Church in Leeds is returning to 

share God’s word  during these 

three weeks in March.  We are very 

much looking forward to hearing 

what he has to share with us again.   

Discipleship Groups are starting 
again week commencing 6th  
February with a study based on 
the life of Solomon.  I would     
encourage everyone who is part 
of Elim Ryedale Church to be 
part of the Discipleship Groups, 
its a place to study, pray and grow in God.  If 
you are not part of a group and would like to 
be so, please speak to me.                  Sara Abbey 

A Focus on Discipleship Groups 

Sit at His Feet 
By Sara Abbey 

February 2017, Issue no 108 
Loving God Loving People 

#iknowjesus 

news 

 

I always think that the January 

month of prayer is a challenge.   

After the come down of Christmas, 

we have to try and re-focus and 

really get into a more intense prayer 

life.  However this year it’s been 

very  different for me, from the    

outset I felt that God was going to 

speak to His church.  I turned up to 

prayer meetings expecting Him to 

speak ... and I wasn’t disappointed! 

We could have been somewhat 

downcast facing the new year with 

no minister, but God was speaking 

and His message seemed to be 

loud and clear.  There was a word 

spoken at the very first prayer 

meeting  that said: ‘There was 

something that God wanted us to 

learn or that God wanted to teach 

us before He would release a new 

minister for Elim Ryedale Church’.  

Whilst that word was given I’d been 

looking at a picture in my mind’s 

eye (God often speaks to me in  

pictures as He knows I’m too dense 

to understand anything too       

complicated!!)  And the picture just 

seemed to be following on from the 

message that had been spoken.  

The picture was of a small child 

looking into a parent’s face.  A look 

of pure trust, of complete            

dependence.  It seemed that what 

God was trying to teach us during 

this time of interregnum was to be 

completely dependent on Him, not 

on any man BUT ON HIM ALONE!! 

Somehow, that message was such 

a comfort.  As a leader of a church 

without a minister, I’d felt the      

responsibility of the church more 

than I ever had in the 11 years that 

I’d been on the leadership.  Instead 

of thinking that we were faced with 

the prospect of months without a 

minister, I was now being comforted 

by the words of our Heavenly     

Father, that it was okay to just ‘sit at 

His feet’ to ‘gaze into His face’ and 

to trust that He had everything in 

hand, just in His timing though and 

not mine.  In fact not only that but 

that He was going to teach us a       

valuable lesson in the meantime.  

WHAT A GRACIOUS AND GOOD 

GOD WE SERVE!! 

God reminded me through a      

word someone else shared: “As we 

take each step, as we walk in His 

ways, the Lord WILL direct the way 

to go.  As we stand in Him, on His 

word, He WILL show us where to 

put our feet”.  Praise God ... that 

takes the pressure off! 

Inside this issue: 

 Feedback from the Month 

of Prayer 

 Testimony by            

Richard Sartin 

 Giving the Glory to God   

by Claire Robinson 

 Ablaze Youth 

 Becky’s Blog 

 Ryedale Foodbank Update 

 Guest Speakers Coming 

Up! 

 A Focus on Discipleship 

Groups 

Hope Central 
62-64 Castlegate, Malton 

YO17 7DZ 
(01653) 697796 

office@elimryedale.net 

Elim Ryedale Church meets at: 
Norton College 
Langton Road 
Norton, Malton 

YO17 9PT 
Every Sunday at 10.30am 
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Welcome 

                                                 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

Following on from the Month of 

Prayer, I promised that I would 

share some of the things that God 

had been saying to the church.  I do 

think this is really important as I am 

aware that there are many people 

in the fellowship that are facing 

challenging times but as we hear 

what God is saying to His church at 

this time, my prayer is that you 

would be encouraged to know that: 

“ T h e  L o r d  i s  m y  r o c k , 

my fortress and my deliverer; my 

God is my rock, in whom I take    

refuge, my shield and the horn of 

my salvation, my stronghold.”    
Psalm 18:22 

 

 

 
Why not join the Elim 

Ryedale Church 
Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  

(01653 692616) 

 
 

        

Qualified Advisers 

...a free, confidential Debt Advice 

As we pray and reflect I really believe God 

is wanting us to just sit at His feet again, to 

soak in his presence and just rest from the 

busyness of life and the challenge of 

searching for a minister; to trust Him and 

rest in His love.  His peace is with us and 

we need to let it overwhelm us afresh so 

that we can be free to let God do amazing 

things in our church and our community.  

This church is our home and God can use 

EVERY person and if we build each other 

up in Christ then we will grow stronger 

together and in HIM. 

A message in tongues was given and the 

interpretation was:  ‘In God’s presence 

there is fullness of joy - determine,       

therefore to dwell in His presence’ 

The body of the church is an indispensable 

part of God’s kingdom.  There is strength 

in being together.  Everybody is necessary. 

What does God want from His people?     

For us to care for and to encourage one 

another. 

Listen to God and stand firm.  Build on the 

structure and foundation that has been set in 

place.  Keep our eyes on Him and always 

keep looking up! 

Andy’s presence was a safe pair of hands.  

Now he isn’t here, God wants us to be     

dependant on Him rather than on a man. 

You’re no longer wandering exiles.  This 

kingdom of faith is now your home country.  

You’re no longer strangers or outsiders.  

You belong here, with as much right to the 

name Christian as anyone.  God is building 

a home.  He’s using us all - irrespective of 

how we got here - in what  he is building.  

He used the apostles and prophets for the 

foundation.  Now he’s using you, fitting you 

in brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ 

Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all the 

parts together.  We see it taking shape day 

after day - a holy temple built by God, all of 

us built into it, a temple in which God is 

quite at home. 

Ephesians 2 : 19 - 22 MSG 

Referring to the faith of the Canaanite 

woman in Matthew 15 who said:                   

‘ Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their master’s table’.       

It was observed that she came to Jesus, she 

drew near to Him, she cried out to Him and 

she sat at His feet.  This woman had to leave 

and put aside the anxiety of her situation in 

order to come, yet she had the faith in Jesus 

to do just that. 

S o m e o n e 

shared a   

picture of a 

castle on a 

rock (similar 

to Bamburgh 

Castle, if you’ve ever seen that) and that 

was followed by a sandcastle.  When the 

tide came in that sandcastle was washed 

away but the castle on the rock was solid . 

Feedback from the 

Month of Prayer            

By Sara Abbey 
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week and we partner with around 

thirty frontline agencies who give 

our vouchers to clients after they 

have undergone an assessment of 

need.   

To date we have given a three day 

supply of food to over 3050 people 

in crisis in Ryedale. In December 

2016, we fulfilled 59 vouchers 

feeding 146 men, women and   

children who did not have the 

means to feed themselves, our 

highest ever in one month.  

There are so many reasons why 

this could happen to people, ill 

health, benefit changes or a series 

of unfortunate events.  We are only 

able to do this because of the    

generous and consistent support of 

the people of Ryedale who      

regularly donate food and finances 

to us.  

In December, 2497.5kgs of food 

was given as a response to our 

Christmas appeal. We also have a 

handful of people who support us 

financially with a direct debit each 

month (more information on this 

can be found on our website) and 

The doors of Ryedale Foodbank 

were first opened in July 2013 as a 

multi church project to help people 

in Ryedale who found themselves 

in crisis which inevitably caused 

them to go without food.  We 

started with two sessions a week in 

Hope Central, Malton; with around 

eighteen volunteers who also 

helped in the warehouse at     The 

Greengate Centre. As the years 

have gone by the number of clients 

has increased and in response we 

have extended our provision and 

now open in Pickering on       

Thursdays and Nor ton on        

Tuesdays. We belong to the     

Trussel l  Trust  Network  of         

Foodbanks which makes up half the 

Foodbanks in the UK. We now have 

over 50 volunteers giving on       

average 2-3 hours of their time per 

Ryedale Foodbank Update By Lesley Hurley 

some who simply send money to us 

at Ryedale Foodbank, c/o Hope 

Central, 62 – 64 Castlegate, Malton 

YO17 7DZ.   

We are completely self funding and 

have to apply for any grants        

available to maintain ourselves and 

to finance any expansion we feel is 

necessary to keep up with demand. I 

would like to take this opportunity to 

thank any of you who have          

supported Ryedale Foodbank over 

the time we have been open and to 

ask you to remember our clients in 

your prayers.  

There but for the grace of God goes 

any one of us! 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about  
Ryedale Foodbank please speak to 

Lesley Hurley on 
(01653) 697796 or 228118 

ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 
www.elimryedale.net 

 

Official Trussell Trust website: 
www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are a regular volunteer and 

can again help us can you get in 

touch and let us know what days 

you are able to join us.  

Thank you 
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£3£3  
  

Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for people 
of retirement age.  They 
come together  at Hope 
Central on the first and 
third      Wednesday of 
every month.  Lunch is 
£3 and served at 
12.30pm  

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

Young at Heart 

Wednesday 
1st and 15th 

February 

 

No sooner have we cleared away 

from the Christmas Experience than 

we are now starting to get ready for 

Easter. This year ’s Easter           

Experience will run from Monday 

March 20th to Friday 2nd April, 

nearly all the sessions have been 

booked with several more schools 

expressing an interest.  

Although we have now been putting 

these Experiences on for several 

years now, the work involved in 

preparation and delivery of it     

doesn’t get any easier and we 

would really value your help.   

  

Becky’s Blog 

 

Set up week starts Monday 13th 

March so if you would like to be   

involved or want to know more then 

please come and speak to me, Paul 

Noble or Andy Holmes. Even if you 

just have a passing interest in DIY 

or the slightest artistic bent then 

please come and join our merry 

team. We can guarantee lots of fun, 

plenty of tea and coffee and even 

the odd cake or three, whether you 

can do one day or a couple of 

mornings or even all week, you will 

be very, very welcome. 

 

 

Thursday 27th July to     
Saturday 6th August  

 
Early bird discounts        

if paid in full by 24th Feb 
 

For more details go to  
www.elimfestival.org 
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although I couldn’t say how it would 

be.  I believe it is much harder for 

loved ones to deal with things such 

as this as they don’t have the    

benefit of being there all the time, 

so would also like to thank my 

lovely wife, Lynda, for her care and 

support too. 

had any further episodes).     

Thankfully the lesion (which you 

can see circled on the photo) was 

not a cancer and was presumed to 

have been caused by a viral       

infection.  Over the rest of the year I 

had three more scans and various 

appointments to try and discern 

what had happened but there was 

never anything conclusive.  I was 

warned to expect 

s o m e  l a s t i n g      

damage as although 

the mass was 

shrinking it wouldn’t 

completely go away.   

On Thursday 12th January 2017, 

however, I received a letter from 

Hull Royal Infirmary saying that   

following my scan in December 

there had been a ‘complete       

d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e                

abnormality’.   

This was fantastic news for me and 

a great end to an uncertain year.  I 

thank God for this healing and also 

thank His people for their prayers 

and practical support throughout.  

In all that time I was never in any 

doubt that it would work out alright, 

On Thursday 14th of January 2016 I 

was sitting at the kitchen table   

having my weekly f inance           

discussion with Andy Boxall. I   

commented to him that I could see 

a waterfall of coloured lights in front 

of my left eye. The next thing I 

knew was waking up on the kitchen 

floor surrounded by lots of people, 

namely Andy, Lynda and the      

Ambulance crew. I had 

had a seizure so was 

taken to Scarborough 

Hospital. I stayed there 

f o r  t e s t s  a n d            

observat ion unt i l     

Saturday 23rd January 

when I was transferred to Hull as 

they had a more specialised unit for 

head conditions. Following an MRI 

test there it was confirmed that I 

had a lesion in my brain but        

observat ion a lone couldn’ t          

determine what it was so a biopsy 

was arranged for the 3rd of        

February, following which I was   

allowed home pending results.    

I was required to surrender my   

driving licence and was grateful for 

its return after 6 months (as I hadn’t 

Testimony By Richard Sartin 

 

Sunday  

5th, 12th, 

19th & 26th 

February 

       21st                   
 February 

 

Please speak to 
Joyce Hodgson 
for more details 



Theresa said to me ‘missionary’ is a 

dirty word!   

But they know that God has called 

them and that He will make a way.  

They have asked me to pray about 

what part God is calling me to take.  

And I am asking you to pray - so 

that hurting people, many of them 

immigrants, in another country will 

know the love, healing and          

salvation of Jesus.  Trusting that He 

will get all the glory. 

 Take a look at:       

 www.babchurch.com           

for more information. 
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The GAP Group will recommence 

on the 9th February at Hope     

Central between 10.00am and 

11.30am.             

Also meeting on 16th 

Febraury 

See Grace Abbey for 

more details. 

Giving the Glory to God By Claire Robinson 
God wants to use all of our giftings 

and abilities for His Glory.  When I 

was listening to Chris Cartwright 

preach at Elim Festival last summer 

the Holy Spirit hit me with a call to 

short term mission in France, using 

my language ability.  When this 

happened I suddenly burst into 

tears, as if from nowhere.  I am  

obviously not responsive to gentle 

nudges! 

No direction was given, so I pushed 

open various doors and ended up 

being put in touch with Elim       

Missionaries, Kevin and Teresa 

Pickup, who had just moved to 

Bayonne in South West France.  I 

shared a little of what they are    

doing in the morning service on 

15th January. 

They are literally starting from 

scratch, just like I am.  France is a 

very hard nation for the Gospel.  It 

is a vehemently secular state.  No 

religious meetings can take place in 

municipal buildings such as 

schools, libraries and community 

centres.  No evangelising is allowed 

on the streets.  The Catholic church 

does not consider the ‘protestant’ 

church as fellow believers.  As 

 

Bring and Share 
Lunch  

Sunday 5th February 
Following the Sunday               

morning service 

Bring enough for you and your  

family plus a little extra to share.  

We’ll supply the drinks! 

Everyone welcome! 

SPRINGTIME 
A Drama Holiday Workshop for 7-11 year olds 

Come along to relax, have fun, learn new            
improvisation skills and create a mini performance  

Monday 20th February 2017 
Time: 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

£3.50 per child 
Hope Central, Malton 

 

For more information please 
speak to Alice Mapplebeck 
Telephone: 07799 465991 

The Pickup Family before setting 
off for France 

Please remember to use the Prayer 

Request and Praise Report cards 

so that we can pray together and        

celebrate together. They are    

available from the Welcome Desk 

on a Sunday. 

 

Friday 10
th

 February 2017 

Hope Central 7.30pm  

Still a full quiz – but not just a quiz! 

An added element of luck – so that 

anyone can win (not just the team 

with the most correct answers!). 

Four rounds, four chances to win 

prizes! Only five correct answers 

required to win a prize. 

£10 per team of 4                    

Phone the office to book a table 
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Ablaze ended 2016 with a 

‘Christmas themed’ party. We    

celebrated by enjoying a buffet    

dinner together, sharing presents 

and playing ‘The Christmas Game’ 

which had everyone engrossed for 

an hour. What a fantastic group of 

young people Ablaze are! 

Our Year 11s are working hard   

towards their GCSEs. Please pray 

all our young people will come to an 

understanding of who they are in 

God and how precious they are to 

Him and although exam results are 

important, they don’t define who we 

are - it’s who we are in God that 

matters! He called us and chose us 

to be His, we are His people, a 

royal priesthood, a Holy nation, a 

people belonging to God! God 

promises to answer every time we 

call to Him, He loves us so much 

that He promises to never ever 

leave us, His gift of the Holy Spirit 

gives us His strength, power and 

authority to do the things here on 

earth that He has already planned 

for us to do, He came to give us life 

in all its fullness, His ways are    

always good. These are just a few 

of the promises God gives us - the 

Bible is full of many more. 

We have been using some Biblical  

videos from a site called The Bible 

Project (www.thebibleproject.com) 

at Ablaze.  This is a wonderful    

resource for teens and adults as the 

Ablaze By Sue Davies 
creators have set 

out to explain 

every book of the 

Bible in a short 

animated video 

( a l o n g  w i t h 

themed videos too) and it links 

them  all to the big picture of God’s 

rescue plan.  A  bonus is their app 

for   reading the   Bible in a year. 

Each day it encourages people to 

read two or three 

Bible chapters 

along with one 

Psalm. Each new 

book starts with a 

short video. It’s 

great - have a look! 

Another app that I find great for 

supporting Bible reading is        

YouVersion or Bible. It lets you read 

the Bible online or  offline. When 

online you can choose from many 

different versions, many languages 

and it includes audio versions. It 

offers lots of different reading plans 

- some short (2 or 3 days) some 

longer (reading the Bible in a year), 

some by people we recognise and it 

covers all sorts of themes. Because 

it’s on our phone or    

tablet, we can read it 

anywhere. This could 

be the app that      

assists you to        

discovering more of 

God’s awesomeness! 

http://www.thebibleproject.com

