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More Christmas ... 
                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Years Candlelit 

Communion Service 
 

Sunday 1st January 

Hope Central 
6pm 

Dates  at a glance: 

Coffee House Church              

Sunday 4th December 

Start: Right Early Morning 

Prayer                                      

Monday 5th, 12th and 19th         

December                                           

                                                

Stepping Stones 

Tuesday 6th Dec (at The Salvation 

Army) and 13th December 

(Christmas Party) 

Spring Cottage                       

Tuesday 20th December                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Christmas Day Celebration    

Sunday 25th December 

Christmas Day Lunch 

Sunday 25th December 

New Years Candlelit Communion 

Sunday 1st January 

Quiz Night  

Friday 9th December 

Bring and Share Lunch  

Sunday 11th December 

Young at Heart  

Wednesday 14th December 

Christmas Carol Service        

Sunday 18th December 

 

 

Friday 9th December  
7:30pm Hope Central 

Hope Central Christmas Closure from Wednesday 21st 
December to Monday 2nd January inclusive 

Keep in Step with the Holy Spirit 
By Graeme Parkins 

December 2016, Issue no 106 
Loving God Loving People 

#iknowjesus 

news 

 

Our current plan as a Leadership is 

to seek God for His direction and 

enable our interregnum period to be 

strengthening to us as we prepare 

for the arrival of our new Pastor and 

the next chapter in our life and    

service to Jesus. The topic that I felt 

God has given us takes its focus 

from Matthew 17 where Jesus took 

Peter, James and John up a high 

mountain by themselves, and there 

He was transfigured before them. 

Here Jesus revealed who He truly 

was for their benefit and also for 

millions of believers that have     

followed since. 

One of the main points we will 

touch on during these next weeks 

will be to keep close to Jesus, to 

keep listening to Him and to keep 

clothed in His righteousness. Paul 

particularly touched on this theme 

when he wrote to the Galatian 

church and encouraged them to live 

by and keep in step with the Spirit. 

(chap 5 v 25). So we invite         

everyone in Elim Ryedale Church to 

stand with us in prayer and seek to 

consciously and to intentionally 

keep in step with the Holy Spirit,          

especially over these next very   

special weeks. 

Keeping in step with the Spirit 

was really essential in the early 

church and the phrase ‘keep in 

step’ is a wonderful exhortation for 

us today. In Galatians the word           

used for this is not a passive ‘being 

moved along’ its more powerful 

than that, its more like something 

that would be used on a parade 

ground by armed forces or for     

soldiers putting on their battle kit 

and being ready for combat. So the 

words Paul uses in Galatians do not 

indicate a soft resignation to       

surrender but they carry an on     

going engagement with the power 

of the Holy Spirit. We live in an age 

of amazing church growth so    

keeping in step with the Spirit is  

essential to our personal blessing 

and the successful mission of the 

church. 

To be honest, all this takes some 

doing!  If we are going to move 

promptly as the Spirit leads, we are 

going to have to make an effort to 

keep up with Him.  We might be 

tempted, like Peter, when Jesus 

told him to ‘put out your nets on the 

other side of the boat’ to respond 

with ‘but I’ve finished for the night 

now’.  However a better response 

would be ... ‘OK Lord, I’ll do it your 

way!’ 

Inside this issue: 

 Testimony                     

by Claire Robinson 

 Well Done Louis! 

 Foodbank at Christmas 

 An Article for the Men ... 

at Christmas                 

by Paul Noble 

 Becky’s Blog and Lift the 

Lid Updates 

 Testimony                    

by Debbie Phillips 

 More Christmas ... 
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Welcome 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  If you 

haven’t already done so please 

take a Welcome Pack from the 

front desk.                                                    

        

We hope you can relax and find 

our  serv ice he lpfu l  and  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our Welcome Desk.  

We hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

 

Sunday  

4th 

December Tuesday 
20th 

December 

Keep in Step with the Holy Spirit 
CONTINUED ... By Graeme Parkins 

One thing is for certain, keeping in 

step with the Holy Spirit is not a one 

off event, it’s an on-going, day after 

day experience that will continually 

open doors and opportunities Jesus 

has created for us.  God’s plan is to 

enable His Kingdom to grow.  Some 

might say that the Holy 

Spirit is part of my  

Christian  experience but 

I don’t want to be put in 

a place of risk. But the 

fact is we ARE safe 

when the Spirit is     

leading  us and if you 

are still not sure then 

check out what you feel 

He is saying to you with 

one of the church     

leaders. That will result 

in a Godly  assurance and a willing 

and loving obedience to Him. This is 

one of the actions that Jesus expects 

of his  local church leaders so we 

would want you to know that you are 

safe.  Although it must be added that 

John Wimber (one of the founding 

leaders of the Vineyard movement) 

said that faith is really spelt R.I.S.K!! 

Well, to conclude our companion 

thoughts to our current Sunday    

Ministries, how about saying to the 

Lord  ‘I recognise that you have been 

watching over me and now I am   

asking you to come right into the 

centre of my life and service to you 

in a fresh way.  I hand 

over access to every 

part of my life to you - I 

want to walk with You, 

keep up with You and 

be changed by You’.  

In the words of a very 

old revival worship 

song ... ‘Fill me anew, 

fill me anew.  Spirit of 

the Lord, fall afresh on 

me. 

 

See the article on page 4 
for more info on Ryedale 
Foodbank at Christmas 
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who comes, (some from a church 

background, some not) have said 

the same thing: that it feels like   

being part of a second family. I 

thank God for that. It is by His grace 

that the company began at all and it 

is only through His blessings that 

we have kept going. If you want to 

see God’s blessing in action, come 

see one of our productions. The 

work He is doing in the lives of 

these young people is transforming. 

I feel very privileged to be living out 

my dream thanks to Him. 

“Try to shine like stars among the 

people of this world, as you hold 

firmly to the message that gives 

life…” Philippians 2 v 14-16  

 

I’ve been attending Elim Ryedale 

Church for just over a year now. 

You may know me as ‘The Irish 

One’ or ‘Marjorie’s Granddaughter’. 

Or perhaps ‘The Drama Girl’, and if 

you know me, you’ll know that I 

work in theatre. 

I’m a dance instructor, teaching at 

the Regional Youth Ballet, and a 

director and producer for stage 

shows, working with children,    

teenagers and young adults. My 

favourite job, among all these, is 

being the Director of Shine Like 

Stars, a youth theatre for 8-18 year 

olds which I founded when I was 

nineteen. In the three years we’ve 

been running, I’ve produced and 

directed seventeen plays with our 

students, performing dramas, 

comedies, musicals, even an      

immersive project where we led the 

audience on a journey, (ask me 

about that one - we had to convert 

a building!) 

Shine Like Stars is the only       

company I work for that does not 

put any money into my pocket, yet it 

is my favourite, as every student 

Testimony By  Debbie Phillips 

                                                         

As Debbie mentioned in her            

testimony, she is the granddaughter 

of Marjorie Phillips.   

Ken Phillips, along with his wife 

Marjorie, was the pastor of Elim 

Ryedale Church in the early 1990’s. 

Ken had a real pastoral ministry and 

with Marjorie at his side blessed this 

church for some years.  What a  

blessing that Debbie has now joined 

us and is involved in the Christmas      

Experience, this year playing Mary for 

the first week of the performance. 

We want to support Debbie in her   

current venture with ‘Shine Like 

Stars’, which is Pirates of the         

Caribbean.  How she is managing to 

fit in a week of Christmas Experience 

as well as producing and directing this 

show is amazing.  If you would like to 

book tickets for Pirates of the         

Caribbean please contact Debbie   

direct on: 

debbiephillipsperformance@gmail.com 

Christmas Special 
 

Wednesday 
14th 

December 
 
 
Young at Heart is our 
Lunch Club for      
people of retirement 
age.  Lunch is £3 and 
served at 12.30pm 

 

For more     
details please 
speak to Joyce 

Hodgson 

 



primary schools in 

Ryedale, led 11     

assemblies, attended 

two staff meetings in 

different schools, 

spent two afternoons teaching, 

helped to edit some resources in a 

couple of our primary boxes, and got 

stuck up to my ears in PVA glue 

whilst trying to help with the scenery 

for the Christmas Experience!  

I am thoroughly enjoying myself!  I 

am really looking forward to guiding 

hundreds of children through the 

Christmas Experience in the coming 

weeks.  Having been on the “other 

side” before as a visiting teacher, I 

understand the impact that this can 

have.  I am also very conscious of 

the high expectations from schools 

who come year after year!! 

Every time I go into a school I am so 

aware of what a privilege it is to be 

there as a member of the Lift The 

Lid team, invited by the school, into 

the school, to share the Gospel with 

pupils ... and staff. 
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Christmas  
Bring and Share 

Lunch  

Sunday 11th December 

On Sunday 11th December it is 

our Christmas Bring and Share 

Lunch  

We supply the drinks, just bring 

enough food for you and your family 

plus a little extra to share ... we 

might even have some Christmas 

games to follow! 

Everyone welcome! 

Christmas is here! Well, Christmas 

Experience is and if you are reading 

this on Sunday 27th November, then 

it starts tomorrow! By the time you 

read this we shall be all ready, sets 

will be built, scenes will be painted, 

costumes will be fitted and lines will 

be learnt (not too sure about that 

last one!)                                      

On Monday 28th November we will 

welcome our first group of school 

children to Hope Central. Would 

you pray each day? Please could 

spend a few moments each day 

over the next two weeks to pray for 

the Christmas Experience. 

 Good health for the actors 

and everyone involved. 

 No disruptions with school 

transport and weather 

conditions that would stop 

schools from coming. 

 Everyone’s safety to, from 

and during their time at 

Hope Central. 

 Every adult and child 

would enjoy their visit to 

Hope Central and would 

be filled with awe and 

wonder at what they see 

and hear and leave with a 

deeper understanding of 

the very first Christmas. 

Please could you also pray for other 

churches who are also  putting on a 

Christmas Experience 

 King’s Church, Selby     

5th - 9th December 

 Scarborough Christian 

F e l l o w s h i p                    

30th November, 1st, 2nd, 7th 

8th December 

 Dewsbury Elim Church    

30th Nov and  1st  Dec 

Becky’s Blog 
F i n a l l y ,  d e a r      

brothers, as I come 

to the end of this 

letter, I ask you to 

pray for us. Pray first that the Lord’s 

message will spread rapidly and 

triumph wherever it goes, winning 

converts everywhere as it did when 

it came to you.                   

2 Thessalonians Ch 3 v1  

LIFT THE LID UPDATE by Malc Clark 

Although I’m only in to my third 

month with Lift the Lid, I was made 

to feel so welcome by the team that 

it seems like I’ve been here a lot 

longer. Over the last couple of 

months I have been involved with 

various things, but my main focus 

has been on making a new box. 

The ‘Christianity’ box is going to be 

filled with gospel-focused resources 

that will help teachers explain             

fundamental Christian beliefs. 

Some of the resources we have 

worked on so far include ‘The Trin-

ity’, ‘Evidence for God’, and ‘The 

life, death and resurrection of Je-

sus’. 

The real highlight for me so far 

though has to be playing Joseph in 

this years Christmas Experience! I 

absolutely love the Christmas     

season, and am very excited to be 

a part of bringing this amazing story 

of God’s great love for humanity to 

life for the children who come to 

visit. 

LIFT THE LID UPDATE                 
by Lucy Willshaw 

By the time that you read this I will 

have delivered the majority of 25 

Christmas Resource boxes to               
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We would have polite refusals or 

people not in – then arrive at those 

the Lord was calling and have the 

most amazing conversations.  We 

gave out hundreds of the Knowing 

God Personally booklets.  The vicar 

has a stack of response cards to 

follow up. 

I did an assembly in the local       

primary school and got a group to 

act out a sketch of humanity      

walking away from Father God as 

wrongdoings written on sticky notes 

are stuck to them.  Jesus then 

comes and they are all stuck on 

him, as humanity then gets closer 

and then back to Father God.  

Tony, who played Father God, is 

registered blind, so I did a question 

and answer session with him and 

the children, sharing his testimony 

and how he copes with his          

disability.  That evening, whilst in 

the pub with Tony and some others, 

I was wondering how we could get  

An Update on the             

‘Through Faith Missions’ Walk  

What an amazing time I had!  As I 

wrote in last month’s bulletin I 

joined a team of 9 (Not 30) from 

Through Faith Missions to bring the 

glorious news of the gospel to a 

rural parish outside Orpington in 

Kent. Before I left I was suffering 

from neuralgia pain in my gums, 

which many people prayed about, 

but it continued.  I was not going to 

let the enemy stop me going and as 

soon as I stepped on the train, it 

went and did not return. 

My hostess was delightful, and lived 

up a muddy track with deer       

wandering through the garden.  I 

felt so at home.  I attended many 

house meetings, ate lots of cake 

and shared my story many times.  I 

had the joy of seeing a number of 

people receiving Jesus into their 

lives.  I learned to depend entirely 

on the Holy Spirit as we called at 

houses with our Spiritual Belief   

Survey.   

Warning ... Mission is Fattening! By Claire Robinson 

   

into conversation when a small boy  
exclaimed about Tony, “there’s 
God”. We spent at least an hour 
with the family, and the father 
spoke to Tony in the gents, wanting 
to know how he could know God! 

We did a study some time ago in 
church called “If You Want to Walk 
on Water You’ve Got to Get Out of 
the Boat” ... Come on out - the    
water is wonderful - and so is the 
cake!! 

Why not join the 
Elim Ryedale  

Facebook group to 
be kept up to date 
with what’s taking 

place!  



 

 

 

 

 

And now they lay in rest,                

as the laughs and smiles are gone. 

As they fought to free our country  

We remember. 

                                                           
Children lay in their beds,              

Not knowing what was going to 
happen next.                                 

As the guns fired and the planes 
flew,                                              

We remember. 
 
 

On this special day we remember, 

every single person that fought.  

With sadness and with tears,       

We remember them all 

 
By Louis Camps 

 
Here are a few suggestions: 
 

    Advent Calendars                                                                                                                                                    

Men’s toiletries                                                                                                                                      

Christmas Cards                                                                                                                                     

Christmas Cake                                                                                                                                           

Selection Boxes                                                                                                                                                           

Mince pies                                                                                                                                                                 

Christmas Crackers                                                                                                                                            

Hot water bottles                  

Thank you from all at Foodbank                                        

Christmas Opening Times:          

HOPE CENTRAL                        

Friday 23rd December  1.30 - 3.30pm    

Wednesday 28th Dec  10.00 - 12 noon                

Friday 30th December   1.30 - 3.30pm              

Wednesday 3rd Jan     10.00 - 12 noon  

POTTER HILL, PICKERING        

Thursday 29th Dec        4.00 - 6.00pm  

7A HOWE ROAD, NORTON                      

Tuesday 2nd January   2.00 - 4.00pm 
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 Well Done Louis! 
Elim Ryedale Church have such a 

great group of young people from 

the crèche to Ablaze Youth and one 

of our very own G-Force children 

has been recognised for their      

outstanding work and we wanted to 

celebrate with him and his family. 

Louis Camps was chosen to read a 

poem that he had written at the  

Remembrance Day celebrations. 

Langton School, where Louis goes, 

was holding a special service at the 

cenotaph in the village. Some of the 

school children were asked to 

speak at the ceremony but only 

Louis was asked to read out his 

poem.  Well done Louis ... we are 

really proud of you!! 

Poppies line the fields as they    

twinkle in the sun.                         

As we remember all the lives that 

were lost,                                   

Now their work is done.       

Well here we are again, facing    

another Christmas and New Year 

and I can’t believe how quick the 

year has flown. For the last 3 years 

Ryedale Foodbank have opened 

right through the Christmas period 

in order to make sure we can give 

people in crisis in Ryedale the best 

chance of a Merry Christmas.                                                                                                        

Christmas is a tough time to be 

hungry – it’s cold and it’s             

heartbreaking to know you cannot 

give your children a Christmas treat 

when everyone else is celebrating. 

Hidden behind closed doors there 

are many Ryedale families with little 

to look forward to this Christmas, 

the good news is we can all help.                                                                                                                 

We hope the people of Elim will   

donate to give local people in crisis 

something to look 

forward to this 

Christmas.  

Stepping Stones is our Parent and 

Toddler Group which runs every 

Tuesday during term time at Hope 

Central. The session runs from 

10.00am to 11:30 am. We provide 

juice and a healthy snack for the 

children and  offer parents and   

carers a drink and a slice of cake. 

The group has had another change 

as Mary Windsor has now moved 

on to paid employment with the 

Children’s Centre.  The team now 

consists of Miki Lee, Jo Pearson 

and Naomi Stanyon. 

The group is still thriving and      

currently has between 15 to 18  

children attending every Tuesday. 

In fact it is so popular that the team 

have had to set up a book in      

system to avoid having to turn   

people away. 

The group will be meeting at The 

Salvat ion Army whi lst  the       

Christmas Experience is at Hope 

Central and they are also getting 

ready for their Christmas party on 

13th December. 

Foodbank at Christmas By Lesley Hurley 
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You’re going to read a story even 

though it’s past bedtime. This one 

doesn’t just have to be for parents, 

grandparents and uncles can take 

the time for this one too. Taking 

some of your precious time and  

giving it in such a simple way as 

reading a story is a precious gift 

you can give to a child. Young or 

old, there is something special 

about a Dad, Grandparent or Uncle 

reading a story, even if it is past 

bedtime. 

You’re going to treasure the  

people who God has placed in 

this thing you call family. When 

any man stops and considers the 

people who are important to them 

and the reasons why they love 

them the way they do it opens their 

eyes to realise how special family 

is. Family isn’t just biological. It 

wasn’t to Jesus, and if we consider 

the people important to us it isn’t to 

us either. So as you spend time 

with the people you call family,   

allow your heart to be softened and 

appreciate, be thankful for and 

t r e a s u r e  t h e m .                                  

I know I could have written this as a 

list of suggested ideas, something 

for you to look over and pick the 

one thing you could do that would 

give you that warm festive feeling 

without really requiring too much of 

you, but I didn’t want to do that. 

Men - you and I need a push    

sometimes. If you’ve read this far 

then well done. Now don’t leave it 

till Christmas eve;  make some 

plans, schedule some time, decide 

ahead of time that this Christmas is 

going to be the one  

when you decided to 

love and serve    

others; because 

that’s exactly what 

Jesus came to do 

two thousand years 

ago. 

You want me to do WHAT this 

Christmas? 

Now then men, here’s what you’re 

going to do this Christmas. 

Throughout all the festivities, you’re 

going to lend a hand, you’re going 

to dance when you’d rather sit, 

you’re going to read a story even 

though it’s past bedtime and you’re 

going to treasure the people who 

God has placed in this thing you 

call family. Maybe I should unpack 

that a little; here we go, stay with 

me.                                            

Firstly let’s get one question out of 

the way. Why? Why should you pay 

any attention to what you’ve just 

read? The answer is simple. Jesus 

wasn’t born two thousand years 

ago so that you and I could just 

take care of ourselves and ensure 

that we are having some jolly      

festive fun. The truth is that Jesus 

showed us an example of life, of 

love, of care and consideration that 

is hard to ignore. At Christmas we 

recall his birth, but we also         

recognise the humility with which he 

entered the world. We love because 

he loves us. Men - Christmas is a 

perfect time to remember and     

realise this love and to love others, 

therefore... 

An Article for the Men ... at Christmas! By Paul Noble 
You’re going to lend a hand. This 

one is simple. It is not your wife’s or 

mother’s job to wash, cook, clean 

and tidy this Christmas. Unless this 

is something you have contractually 

agreed in life it is never their job, in 

the same way that it isn’t yours. 

Christmas is just busy, there are 

lots of things to be done and one 

way you can show care and love to 

the people around you is by lending 

a hand. There are plenty of tasks 

beyond the usual household chores 

so get stuck in and do your bit. 

You’re going to dance when 

you’d rather sit. I never relish the 

idea of dancing because the    

mocking that accompanies it     

doesn’t quite seem worth the effort. 

And I’m not suggesting you turn all 

‘Ed Balls’ and pretend you’re on 

‘Strictly Come Dancing.’ I am     

suggesting though that dancing a 

silly jig with your child, grandchild, 

niece or nephew can unlock your 

boring sensible grown up heart to 

experience some joy and fun. Who 

knows, dancing with your wife,    

girlfriend or mum might touch their 

heart and yours in way that you   

forgot were possible. 

 

At Hope Central we provide a  
Christmas Day dinner; a free  
service to people who are on their 
own or in poverty. As it is a day 
where all systems are go, help is 
welcomed from people to set up, 
clear up, serve, provide friendship, 
transport people by car and, last, but 
not least, people to eat! We also  
welcome donations towards the cost of this either beforehand or on the 
day. If you require any further details, would like to help or wish to book a 
place please contact the Hope Central Office on (01653) 697796. 
  

25th December 1 - 3pm 

Christmas Day Dinner 


