
Remember By Andy Boxall 

May 2016, Issue no 100 Loving God Loving People 
#iknowjesus 

news 
 

Have you ever entered a room and 

couldn't remember why you came 

in?  Apparently it becomes more  

f r e q u e n t  w i t h  o l d  a g e !   

Forgetfulness can get us into  

trouble.  At home one Saturday 

morning I received a phone call and 

as soon as I saw the number I had 

that sinking feeling.  ‘Hi Andy, when 

will you be arriving?’ they politely 

asked.  Their worship team had  

arrived, eager and  

excited and now were  

understandably a little 

frustrated that their guest 

speaker hadn’t arrived!  I 

have no idea how, but I 

had completely forgotten!  

It had genuinely slipped 

my mind but I was so embarrassed 

and I’ve never done it again.  The 

ability to remember is a gift God 

designed for a purpose and must 

not be taken for granted. 

In Psalm 77 we read how our  

God-given ability to remember can 

completely transform the way we 

see ourselves, others and the God 

we serve.  It starts, ‘I cried out to 

God for help’ and as the writer  

remembered God, at first he 

groaned (v.3)!  He persisted and 

remembered the songs he had 

sung in difficult times and his spirit 

began to inquire (v.6).  The writer 

then remembered the ‘deeds of the 

Lord’ and the ‘miracles of long 

ago’ (v.11).  He continued to  

meditate on all God’s works and 

deeds and then there was a change 

and he wrote, ‘What god is so great 

as our God?’ (v.13).  His whole  

perspective had changed through 

remembering what God had done.  

Through remembering God’s  

faithfulness in the past we can be 

confident of God’s faithfulness in 

our future.  He is the same  

yesterday, today and forever.  It is 

easy to forget what God has done 

a n d  b e c o m e  

disheartened.  Our 

memories can lead to 

nostalgia, the desire to 

go back in time, but they 

are  des igned to  

e n c o u r a g e  a n d 

strengthen our resolve 

to trust God for today.  In a letter 

found in the book of Revelation the 

church in Ephesus is highly com-

mended but they are also told they 

have lost their first love.  They had 

forgot ten the reason they  

were doing what they were doing, 

like entering a room and forgetting 

why you were there.  To rekindle 

their first love they are told  

to ‘Remember’!  Remember who 

they are, their position in Christ and 

the height from which they have 

fallen. 

Like the Psalmist, we must regularly 

remember what God has done, 

meditate on His mighty deeds and 

our strength and resolve to serve 

and follow our first love will grow 

stronger and stronger. 

Inside this issue: 

• We welcome Sue Davies 

to the team! 

• Christianity Explored 

• When Spirit and Word  

Collide 

• It felt like I was wading 

through a bog! Paul Noble 

• First love - coming back to 

Jesus 

• Four Baby Dedications 

• Testimony by Sue and  

Jonathan Evans 

• Stand and Knock - Men’s 

night 

• My pet project - Lesley 

Hurley 

• Testimony by Roma 

McKenzie 

Serving the community of Ryedale 

See Page 4 
for more  
details 



From Tuesday 26th April, Ablaze 

will be returning to its 7.30 - 9 pm 

weekly format. This means young 

people from secondary school, Year 

7 to Year 11, are very welcome to 

join Graeme, Becky, Pauline and I 

for much craziness and exploration! 

Thank you.  Sue 
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Welcome 

We would like to welcome you to 

Elim Ryedale Church and thank 

you for visiting us today.  We 

hope you can relax and find our 

s e r v i c e  h e l p f u l  a n d  

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and Ablaze 

(Years 7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more  

details.  Before you leave please 

stay for refreshments and help 

yourself to any of the free  

resources at our welcome desk.  

Hope to see you again soon.  

Visitors 

 
Tuesday 3rd, 10th, 
17th and 24th May. 

No meeting on 
31st due to Half 

Term 
For more  

information speak 
to Jessie  
Stewart 

Parents and TotsParents and Tots  

and be free to explore and grow in 

Jesus.  It is fabulous to have 

Graeme Stewart, Becky Dale,  

Allison Nicholas and Pauline Straw 

on our youth work team.  At the  

moment Ablaze meets on Tuesday 

evenings and Sunday mornings. I’m 

sure we will be starting our Norton 

College and Malton School lunch 

clubs again this month. Also I  really 

hope we will be able to open our 

drop in evening again so young 

people can have a place to meet 

informally, relax and know people 

here care. To do these things and 

build relationships we need people 

to help so I’d love to chat with you 

more if you feel you’d like to  

volunteer.  

Coming up in May is the Big Night 

Out at Lightwater Valley. A fun 

afternoon enjoying the rides and 

then some great Christian bands in 

the evening. Check out the website: 

 www.thebignightout.org.uk.  

Looking forward to a fab term at 

Ablaze. 

Psalm 16:11 You make known to 

me the path of life, in your presence 

there is fullness of joy, at your right 

hand are pleasures evermore. 

S u e  D a v i e s 

started in her role 

as Secondary 

Schools  and 

Youth Worker on 

Monday 4th April, 

although she has 

been working in 

this position in a voluntary capacity 

for many years now. Sue's  

background is in teaching and she 

already has a relationship with 

many of the young people so it was 

a natural progression for her to take 

on this role.  She also has a desire 

to reach as many young people in 

Ryedale as she is able - her  

enthusiasm and passion for this 

work is inspiring and we are  

delighted that she has agreed to 

work alongside the rest of the Lift 

the Lid team at Saville Street. 

Here's a few words from Sue  

herself: 

Our God is good all the time! So 

great to be starting a job where I’m 

anticipating I’ll  love what I do. I love 

the way young people have much 

enthusiasm for things they love - 

God made us all with passion!  I 

hope our young people will continue 

to find Ablaze a place where they 

can belong, feel valued, laugh lots 

We welcome Sue Davies to the team! 

 

Why not join the Elim 
Ryedale Facebook 
group to be kept up 
to date with what’s 

taking place!  

SteppingSteppingSteppingSteppingSteppingSteppingSteppingStepping        

        StonesStonesStonesStonesStonesStonesStonesStones        
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We are running Christianity  

Explored in Pickering at Caffe Stop 

again starting in the first week of 

June.  We want to continue to reach 

out into Pickering and Caffe Stop 

are really supportive. Please would 

you begin to pray that it would be 

effective and consider coming 

along, remember a crowd draws a 

crowd.  We also plan to post a flyer 

through every door in Pickering but 

we need your help.  If you have 

some time during May to help 

please see Andy or Sara so we can 

let you know where to post the   

flyers.  On Saturday 28th May we 

are meeting at Caffe Stop to  

deliver the final flyers.  We will start 

delivering at 9am but why not join 

us for breakfast at 8:30am? 

 

Both Dr Keith Warrington and Jarrod 

Cooper have been inspired by the 

same prophecy given by Smith  

Wigglesworth.  Wigglesworth 

prophesied there would be               

‘a coming together of those with an  

emphasis on the Word and those 

with an emphasis on the Spirit' and 

in our discipleship groups we are 

exploring what this would look like 

and how we can get ready for the 

revival that will follow.  At Elim 

Ryedale Church we want to be  

responsive to the untameable wind 

of the Spirit and hold to the finished 

Word of God and we hope that you 

will be part of the conversation in 

our discipleship groups.  If you are 

not in a discipleship group please 

see Sara Abbey.  Discipleship 

groups is the place to grow deepen  

friendships and find pastoral  

support and encouragement, so 

don't miss out.  If you would like to 

buy a copy of Jarrod's book we can 

place an order through the office at 

£6 per copy.  Please contact Sara 

Abbey to place an order. 

 

Elim festival takes place from 

Thursday 28th July to Saturday 6th 

August 2016. Guest Speakers this 

year include Mark Ryan and Tim 

Alford. There will also be music 

f rom L ionsong .  For  more  

information or to download a  

booking form visit: 

www.elimfestival.org 

The deadline for entry into our new 

Elim Ryedale Directory will be  

Sunday 15th May.  If you are new 

to Elim Ryedale Church or if any of 

your details have changed since the 

last directory please send all  

information to Sara Abbey: 

office@elimryedale.net 

Yorkshire Day in Norton 

On Sunday 31st July there will be 

the Yorkshire Day in Norton and 

the churches are planning to  

support and run some events  

together.  Please put the date in 

your diary and more details will  

follow. 
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It felt like I was wading through a bog! Paul Noble 
climb out only to find another bog 

and another. Whichever way I 

turned it seemed that I was having 

a hard time being enthusiastic 

about God and my faith. The other 

men there that night shared similar 

stories and offered some insights 

into how God may be using this for 

a purpose I had not yet seen, and 

other encouraging things. No one  

provided an answer or a way out of 

the bog, and actually I don’t think I 

was expecting an answer or  

solution when I decided to talk 

about it.   

What I didn’t realise until the next 

day was that simply by sharing with 

others how I was really, honestly 

finding my Christian life at the  

moment had a freeing effect. The 

next day it was like I had found a 

path that navigated through the 

boggy area without needing to 

wade through the stinking brown 

sludge that I had been stuck in. I 

remembered a part of the bible 

where it says, “Confess your sins to 

each other.” Now for me and   

probably you, living that out is a  

terrifying thought. I don’t actually 

want to tell people about my difficul-

ties or sins; I don’t want to make 

myself that vulnerable. But I came 

to realise that my attitude and en-

thusiasm to live out my Christianity 

changed as a result of talking about 

my difficulties and struggles. I was  

encouraged by another man who 

shared how simply talking to some 

good friends that he had an  

addiction to pornography was 

enough for God to make a change 

in his life, to renew his mind and 

remove the power of the addiction. 

In the Bible, in the book of Romans 

it talks about, “Being transformed 

by the renewing of your mind.”  

Seeing this first hand through the 

simple act of talking honestly about 

my life with other men encourages 

me to do this again sometime soon. 

So I missed the 

deadline for writing 

an article last 

m o n t h ,  p a r t l y  

because I do that 

sort of thing at 

times, but also  

because I didn’t really feel like  

writing anything. Last month I was 

having a hard t ime being  

enthusiastic in my Christian life. It 

felt like everything was an effort and 

that I wasn’t moving forward in any 

particular direction. But things 

changed when I got together with 

some of the other men from Elim 

Ryedale church at the fish and 

chips night in March. 

The format for that night was  

simple, conversation and banter 

over some good food and then 

open up the evening for people to 

share something about what God is 

doing in their life. A few people 

shared different things then I  

decided to talk. Now some time ago 

God put the idea of openness,  

honesty and integrity in my head. 

Often men don’t open up; instead 

they present a polished version of 

t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  

circumstances. So when I started 

talking I knew deep down that I 

couldn’t present a polished story; I 

had to be honest and vulnerable. 

I spoke about how I was doing in 

my Christian life by using an  

illustration of being in a bog. I felt 

like I was wading through a bog and 

when I thought I was heading  

towards the edge of the bog I would 

So this month I am doing better, still 

picking my way along this path 

through bog and marsh land, but  

enjoying spending time talking with 

God along the way. 

Friday 27th May, 7:30pm 

Hope Central 

In Revelation there is a challenging 

letter written to the church in  

Ephesus.  Firstly, it commends the 

church for their hard work,  

perseverance and endurance but 

they are told they have forsaken 

their first love.  Could we have lost 

our first love?  When asked why we 

serve, work and give time and  

energy is it because of our love for 

Jesus and His people.  In the first 

letter to the Thessalonians, Paul   

remembers their work prompted by 

love because love is the only  

motivation that will compel us to go 

the extra mile and not to give 

up.  On the last Friday of every 

month we will be meeting at Hope 

Central to pray and ask God to fan 

into flame our love for Him and for 

others.  We will be praying for God 

to revive us, to ignite a deeper love 

for Him and His people and for  

Jesus to heal the sick.  If you have a 

passion to intercede, worship and to 

go deeper in your relationship with 

Jesus, this is the place to be.           

First Love date next month:          

Friday 24th June 
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Dave & Liz Curtis 

would like to invite you to the 

dedication of their daughter 

HOPE ELIZABETH CURTIS 

on Sunday 22nd May 2016 

Hope was born on            

12th December 2015 

weighing 8lb 15oz 

Baby dedications this month! 

Craig and Zoey Render 

Would like to invite you to the 

dedication of their son 

EZRA FRANCIS RENDER 

on Sunday 8th May 2016 

Ezra was born on                  

28th November 2015 

weighing 7lb 4oz 

Ben and Naomi Stanyon 

would like to invite you to the 

dedication of their daughter 

KETURAH EVE STANYON 

on Sunday 29th May 2016 

Keturah was born on            

24th August 2015 

weighing 7lb 15oz 
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Paul and Sashka Farkas 

would like to invite you to the  

dedication of their new son 

ALEXANDER JAMES FARKAS 

on Sunday 1st May 2016 

Alexander was born on  

27th December 2015 

weighing 10lb 7oz 

Also being dedicated on         

Sunday 1st May                        

are Paul and Sashka’s             

three older children: 

Samuel  born 5th Jan 2005 

Liliana born 28th May 2007 

Julianne born 28th Nov 2013 
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The GAP group 

will be meeting on 

the 5th, 12th, 19th   

and 26th May at  

Hope Central.  

Please see Grace 

Abbey for more information. 

Young at Young at 
heart:heart:  

Joyce HodgsonJoyce Hodgson  

Young at Heart is 
our Lunch Club for 
people of retirement age.  They 
come together on the first and 
third Wednesday of every 
month.  Lunch is £3 and served 
at 12.30pm followed by a variety  
of activities. On occasions the 
group enjoy special events  
including trips out.  

Wednesday 4th and 18th May 
12:30pm  

at Hope Central 
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looking back over the years, greater 

success has followed him both   

personally and in business than 

when he was trying to do it all ‘in his 

own strength’ rather than trusting in 

the Lord our God.  Life hasn’t  

always been easy but through times 

of testing Jesus has remained the 

constant source of support and  

stability in our lives. We recently 

celebrated 30 years of marriage 

and know God has taken us as we 

are, used us in His           service 

and kept our feet firmly upon “a 

rock”.  We wouldn’t be here today 

without Him 

We are delighted to be part of Elim 

Ryedale Church and are excited 

about what God has in store for us 

in the future. 

to attend as he was working late in 

London that night. 

Still determined that there was not a 

God nor did she need Him, Sue  

attended the meeting and  The  

Gospel message she heard had 

such an impact that before she 

knew what she was doing, she was 

out of her seat and had gone  

forward. Sue had an overwhelming 

Experience of God`s power which 

literally lifted her from her seat and 

she gave her life to Christ. 

On returning home from London 

that night Jonathan could see a 

transformation in Sue`s being and 

knew before she told him that she 

had become a Christian. Sue felt 

that Jonathan should also have an 

opportunity to meet Jesus and  

insisted they return the next  

evening to another video-link Billy 

Graham meeting. 

Whilst Jonathan was willing to go to 

the meeting, the outcome, although 

setting him on the path to becoming 

a Christian, was different. 

The experience left Jonathan  

feeling that the ‘book of his life’ was 

being opened page by page in front 

of him and it did not make very 

good reading. He had ‘pushed’ his 

way up the management ladder in a 

large company, and although  

successful he had left a lot of work 

and personal relationships in a 

mess, sacrificed to his pursuit of 

business success. 

Jonathan realised that Jesus could 

help him change and he could base 

his life on a new set of Christian 

values, one that initially involved a 

difficult round of apologies to many 

people of whom he had previously 

been very critical of for his own  

selfish ends. 

That was many years ago now, but 

strangely enough (not really!!),  

The King will reply “Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me”   

Mathew 25 verse 40 

We became Christians in 1984. As 

a recently separated young Mum, 

Sue was on her own with a baby, 

and had some very good friends 

who were Christians who gave lots 

of practical support. They took her 

and daughter Claire in and let them 

live with them and their young  

family until she was able to find new 

accommodation and a job. 

The friends told Sue about Jesus 

and God but her view was that if 

there was a God then “I wouldn’t be 

going through what I`m going 

through.”  She knows now that 

sometimes you have to do the  

practical stuff first, demonstrating 

that ‘God is Love’ by your actions. 

Sue secured work through her old 

personnel officer (who it turned out 

was a Christian!) and it wasn’t long 

before she met Jonathan who 

worked as a Manager in the same 

Company. (Another story for  

another day!) 

The friends often extended an      

invitation to church, which was 

mostly refused although sometimes 

out of curiosity Sue would go and 

sit in the rear of the church. Then 

came the invitation to attend a 

meeting held by the evangelist Billy 

Graham, Jonathan encouraged Sue 

Testimony by Sue and Jonathan Evans 

 Direction       
Magazine              

is now available   
online. For more 

details go to: 
http://

www.elim.org.uk/
Articles/427141/

Direction_     
Magazine.aspx 



 

Hello again. You 

might know me,  

Lesley, the Food-

bank Lady. I have 

been doing this thing 

we call Foodbank for 

over two and a half 

years now. From fund raiser to 

bathroom cleaner, I have turned my 

hand to it all with the help of Jesus. 

Along the way I have come across 

some surprises and learned a few 

things too. One thing I have learned 

is people sure do love their pets. To 

some they are a faithful companion, 

to some a fully instated member of 

the family. One thing is for sure 

they wouldn’t be without them and 

wouldn’t let them suffer in any way.  

The same is true for our clients at 

Foodbank. They sure do love their 

pets. So much so that we know 

(because they’ve told us) that they 

would give up some of the food 

they receive from Foodbank to feed 

their beloved animal.  

Whoa! I here you say “we don’t 

mind feeding people but not their 

animals as well”. Well I’m sorry to 

say but they come as a package. 

Dog, cat, rabbit and even budgie  

owners sometimes go through  

crisis. What do you want them to do 

with their pets? Take the batteries 

out? Put them into the pound? Or 

have them (you know) “sent back to 

the farm”? 

These people love their pets too 

and for the few short weeks they 

need to get their lives back on track 

they would feed them their own 

food first and still go hungry     

themselves. 

At Foodbank, when it’s available, 

we give out pet food to our clients if 

they have a dog or a cat. I have 

even been known to buy some  

parrot food myself for a guy who 

was feeding his parrot dry pasta! 

So this is my request to you, Elim 

Ryedale, will you join me in my Pet 

Project and become our “Pet Food 

Church”?  We only need one 

church in Ryedale to concentrate 

on bringing a regular supply of pet 

foods to Foodbank to keep us 

stocked up and as I know I am 

among friends I thought you would 

all understand. Even the most  

lukewarm of animal lovers (Andy 

Boxall) wouldn’t want to see an  

animal suffer from lack of food 

would they? 

Don’t be shy, even if you have 

never donated before; step up to 

the bright green box at the front of 

Church next Sunday with a tin of 

Chum or a box of Felix. Our pet 

owning clients will be forever  

grateful, and so will I. 

P.S. You can still donate the      

normal stuff if you’d like to! 

My Pet Project Lesley Hurley 
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For more information about  
Food bank speak to Lesley Hurley 

(01653) 228118 
ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 

www.elimryedale.net 
 

Official Trussell Trust website: 
www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 

A Pilgrimage of Prayer, Witness and Blessing with     

The Archbishop of York, The Most Rev John Sentamu 

Open Evening at Malton School 
Friday 13th May, 7pm  

(invite your friends along).  
 

The Archbishop will be talking 
about his faith and the Pilgrimage 
and will answer any questions you 
may have. Everyone welcome! 

Pentecost Service at   
Castle Howard Sunday 15th May  

This will be taking place from 
1.30pm  and will start with a picnic 
in the grounds of Castle Howard. 
The service will then start at 3pm, 
near the Atlas Fountain.  You will 
need a wristband to enter which 
are available from Sara Abbey in 
the office. £1 for adults and 50p for 
children. If you would like to attend 
please purchase these in advance 
as they are not available at the 
venue.   

http://pilgrimage.archbishopofyork.org/ 

Globe collection for Elim  

Missionaries 

Last month we collected £181.10 to 

help support Elim Missionaries. 

Thank you for saving your change 

and filling your globes! 

Our next collection will 

be on Sunday 17th 

July.  Don't forget 

'every little helps'! 



Dates  at a glance: 

Stepping Stones: 

Tuesday 3rd, 10th and 17th  and        

24th May 

Young at Heart:  

Wednesday 4th and18th April 

Coffee House Church: 

Sunday 1st , 8th, 15th and 22nd and   

29th May 
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Meet our leaders: 
 
 

Minister: Andy Boxall 

 

 

Hope Central 
62-64 Castlegate, Malton 

YO17 7DZ 
(01653) 697796 

office@elimryedale.net 

Leaders 
Graeme Parkins, Sara Abbey & 

Andy Holmes 

Assistant Minister: Graeme Stewart 

Baby Dedications 
Sunday 1st, 8th, 22nd and 29th May 

 
 
 
 

 

The GAP Group: 

Thursday 5th, 12th , 19th and         

26th May 

Spring Cottage: 

Tuesday 17th May 

Stand and Knock - Men’s Event 
Saturday 22nd May 
 
First Love meeting 
Friday 27th May 
 

Before I was a Christian, I tried to 

push Jesus to the back of my mind 

because there was a part of me 

that didn’t want to change my  

lifestyle and I knew that some of the 

things I was doing were not  

pleasing to Jesus.  A big part of me 

wanted to change and I am grateful 

to the church for showing me that 

was the right way. 

When I looked at the Christian  

lifestyle I realised that this is what I 

had been looking for all my life but 

hadn’t realised it.  When I didn’t live 

a Christian life I ended up being 

hurt and hurting other 

people, which in turn 

made me unhappy and 

very sad.  I got deep depression and 

anxiety as a result and this lasted for 

many years.   

Since I have turned to Jesus  

however, the difference is amazing.  

I feel more confident.  I talk to Jesus 

every day and any problems that I 

have just seem to be resolved and 

the suffering in my head is so much 

better.  Instead of my life feeling 

hopeless now, I feel hopeful and 

worthwhile! 

Testimony by Roma McKenzie 

 
If you haven’t been to Coffee House 

Church, you’re missing out!   Coffee 

House Church is less formal than 

Sunday mornings with time to chat 

with friends and discuss each 

week’s topic over coffee and cake. 

It really has become a serious  

alternative to Sunday mornings 

when you’re unable to attend.  

We would love to see you there! 
Sunday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 

and 29th May 

Worship Team 
Sing : Praise : Lift up : Dance 

Do you have a passion for singing, 
playing an instrument, or love   
setting things up? If so please 

speak to Graeme about being a 
part of the worship or tech team at 
Elim Ryedale Church. 


