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Don’t believe the lie! By Andy Boxall 

www.elimryedale.net 

During January, our month of 

prayer, I tried to engage in  

conversation with those who think 

and believe differently to me.  My 

aim was not to preach but to listen, 

to learn, to gauge how others  

perceive Christians and the Church.  

Sadly, one thing soon became 

clear, many see the Church as  

divided and unloving and I began to 

understand their point of view.   

Jesus said His followers would be 

identified by their love for each 

other (John 13:35) yet we seem to 

be failing miserably.  Some argue 

there are now between 30,000 and 

40,000 Christian denominations, 

different groups often with the same 

core beliefs but differentiating  

themselves in style and practise.  

We don’t present a united front; it 

seems we can’t even love each 

other. 

The Anglican Church is again in the 

spotlight as they decide how to  

respond to an open letter ‘calling on 

the Church of England to repent of 

its ‘second class citizen’ treatment 

of Christians over issues of  

sexuality’ and to act in ‘Christ-like 

love towards those who have been 

ignored and vilified for too long’.  

However they choose to respond, 

not everyone will agree and sooner 

or later a split seems inevitable and 

those looking in from outside the 

Church just don’t get it.  They do 

not see the problem; to them it 

demonstrates a lack of love, a  

contradiction to the way followers of 

Jesus are supposed to act and so 

Christians are labelled hypocrites.  

But don’t  bel ieve the l ie:  

disagreement and love are not  

mutually exclusive. 

This will shock you, but my wife 

doesn’t always agree with me.  I 

never doubt her love or question 

our marriage but we see and do 

things differently.  Disagreement 

doesn’t have to end in divorce and 

being different doesn’t mean we 

can’t be united.  Christians believe 

in one Church under one Lord,  

Jesus Christ.  The Church is not a 

building it is a community of unique, 

diverse and imperfect people.  We 

are passionate, devoted and  

desperately trying to love as Jesus 

loved us but flawed people  

sometimes get it wrong.  The  

standard is high!  True love is not 

uniformity it embraces those who 

are different, subdues personal 

preference and can hold together 

diversity.  Love doesn’t point the 

finger, keep a record of wrongs, 

give up at the first obstacle or  

silence the truth. 

I understand why people view the 

Church as divided and unloving and 

sometimes we are, but perhaps it 

depends on the definition of love 

used to measure the Church 

against? 
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We would like to welcome you 

to Elim Ryedale Church and 

thank you for visiting us today.  

We hope you can relax and 

find our service helpful and 

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (ages 2½ - 5),  

G-force (Years 1-6) and 

Ablaze (Years 7-11) during our 

service.  Please ask a host for 

more details.  Before you 

leave please stay for  

refreshments and help yourself 

to any of the free resources at 

our welcome desk.  Hope to 

see you again soon.  

Visitors 

Welcome 

Discipleship 

groups 

Restart week: 

1st February 

 

Disc ip leship groups are  

designed as a midweek pit-stop 

for people who regularly attend 

Elim Ryedale Church.  The 

groups help people to grow in 

their relationship with God and 

are a place where we study 

God's word, pray together and 

encourage one another in our 

Christian walk. 

Can I encourage you to continue 

attending your group and if you 

are not yet in a group and wish 

to be so please contact me. 

Our new six week course is 

called ‘Dare to tell’ equipping us 

to share the Good News. 

Sara Abbey 

today: ‘Who do you say I am?’  C.S. 

Lewis said there are only three  

possible answers to this question: 

Lunatic, Liar or Lord!  We hope the 

course will give you time to  

consider the options and gain 

enough information to make an  

informed decision. 

For further information visit our 

website and follow the link to  

Christianity Explored.  You will be 

able to view the DVD from the first 

week, hear what other people have 

to say about the course, watch a 

three minute video called: What is 

Christianity? 

We Look forward to seeing you. 
 

 

 

www.elimryedale.net 

 

Prayer Meetings 

Start Right Mondays: 

7 - 8am Hope Central 

Fridays Prayer Lunch:  

12 - 1pm Hope Central 

"In prayer it is better to have a heart 

without words than words without a 

heart." - John Bunyan 

Christianity Explored 

Monday 8th February 

Hope Central 

So what is life all about?  Where did 

we come from?  Where are we  

going?  What is the point?  There 

are many important questions that 

we often don’t give the time to  

answer.   

At Christianity Explored we want to 

give space and the opportunity to 

consider these questions and to 

hear what Christians believe.  

There will be no pressure to sing, 

read out loud or to sign up to  

anything.  We will meet at Hope 

Central Coffee House and our usual 

selection of drinks and cakes will be 

available to buy.  Each week we will 

watch a short DVD and look at a 

book of the Bible called Mark to  

discover who Jesus claimed to be 

and what He taught.  The course is 

seven weeks but each week stands 

alone so come to as many as you 

can.  There is no charge and we 

provide a course participants guide 

and a copy of the book called Mark. 

We hope the course will help you 

answer probably the most important 

question that Jesus asked His  

disciples and continues to ask  
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currently unable to facilitate the 

7:30 pm Ablaze Youth meeting at 

present, but hope we will be in a 

position to review this in the near 

future. The long term aim and 

prayer is that we continue to  

provide safe places the young  

people feel able to attend so they 

can build relationships with people 

at Elim Ryedale Church.  Primarily 

this happens on a Tuesday night 

and Sunday morning. 

If Ablaze is something you would 

like to be involved with on a  

Tuesday or Sunday morning please 

speak with Graeme Stewart for  

further information. 

With the New Year in full swing 

now, Live it Ablaze has started up 

again on Tuesday nights at 5 - 6.45 

pm.  We had our first meeting last 

week (12th Jan), and I can honestly 

say all those in the group that are 

amazing and going for it for Jesus! 

Sadly, as announced we are  

Ablaze Youth Need 

You!  Can you help? 

 

 

Future Guest Speakers 

 

Guest Speaker 
this month... 

John Glass 
Sunday 21st  

February 

We are so excited to be able to  

w e l c o m e  o u r  G e n e r a l  

Superintendent to Elim Ryedale 

Church.  John has served our 

movement as our General  

Superintendent for 16 years and 

during his tenure has brought  

together Regents Theological 

College and Head Office to our 

new International Centre in  

Malvern.  We have also seen 

growth in the number of churches 

a s  w e l l  a s  d e p t h  o f  

discipleship in our people.  John 

has also built our reputation and 

formed stronger relationships 

with other denominations and is 

now the Chair of Council for the 

Evangelical Alliance.  John's 

g r e a t es t  p as s io n  i s  t o  

encourage, equip and envision 

local leaders and the local 

Church and so I would  

encourage you to make Sunday 

21st February a priority in your 

calendar. 

Gordon Neale 

Sunday 17th April 

David Campbell 

Sunday 24th April 

Catalyst Weekend 

worship and a short talk and this 

y e a r  w e  h o p e  t o  t a k e  

communion once a month.  It has 

been encouraging to see the young 

people from Ablaze as well as 

some new visitors.  It really has  

become a serious alternative to 

Sunday mornings when you’re  

unable to attend. 

If you haven’t been to Coffee House 

Church, you’re missing out!   Coffee 

House Church is less formal than 

Sunday mornings with time to chat 

with friends and discuss each 

week’s topic over coffee and cake 

(although other beverages are 

available).  Each week is different 

but there is always a time of sung 
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Easter Experience 2016  
                      By Becky Ibbotson  

Set week: w/c Mon 29th February 

Easter Experience: Mon 7th March 

- Friday 18th March 

Hope Central Open Day: Sat 19th 

March 

I know that it only seems two mins 

ago that we were up to our necks in 

presents and glitter and all things 

Christmasy but Easter is fast  

approaching. In fact, it is only 6 

weeks until it is our set up week for 

the Easter Experience at Hope 

Central, not that I’m panicking at all! 

We would love to welcome new 

people on the team this year. 

Would you like to try your hand at 

acting? You wouldn’t have to  

commit to the whole two weeks and 

no experience necessary just  

enthusiasm. Or if acting is not your 

thing but you do have some time 

then please come and see me and 

be part of this year’s Easter  

Experience!  

Schools Work 

This term we have two After School 

Bible Clubs running, one in West 

Heslerton School and the other in 

Settrington School. In both of these 

we are looking more closely at the 

Lord’s Prayer. Jessie Stewart, our 

Schools Children’s Worker, is also 

busy with some assemblies already 

booked in this term, including  

Langton School. Amotherby School, 

Kirkbymoorside School and 

Pickering Infants School. Please 

prayer for Jessie, Jane Holmes, 

Jacqui Yard and myself as we go 

into the schools. 

G-Force Wednesday (7-11yrs) 

Hope Central 5.30-7.00 

This term at G-Force Wednesday 

we will be looking at The Lord’s 

Prayer, discovering 

what prayer is and 

why it is important. We want to  

create imaginative and accessible 

ways for the children to discover 

God and to listen to His voice. All 

this with a good measure of fun, 

games and craft activities, so if you 

know of someone who would like to 

join us then please come along, no 

need to book, just turn up! 

G-Force Sunday (5-11yrs) 

Norton College during Sunday 

morning service 

What things influence us? That is 

the question we will be exploring on 

a Sunday morning for the next few 

weeks. We will be looking at topics 

including Media, Music, Heroes and 

School and how we are influenced 

by those around us. We want to 

encourage our children to always 

look to Jesus and to allow Him to 

be the biggest influence in their 

lives. Please pray for our children 

as they grow up in a world that 

bombards them with ways to dress, 

speak, act and think that is contrary 

to how God wants them to live their 

lives. 

Young at Young at 
heart:heart:  
Joyce Joyce 

HodgsonHodgson  

Wednesday 3rd and  
17th February 

12:30pm at Hope Central 

Young at Heart is our Lunch 
Club for people of retirement 
age.  They come together on 
the first and third Wednesday 
of every month.  Lunch is £3 
and served at 12.30pm  
followed by a variety of  
activities. On occasions the 
group enjoy special events in-
cluding trips out.  Take a look 
at the photos of their Christmas 
party... 



EASTER 2016 
Maundy Thursday 

Thursday 24th March 

Communion 

7:30pm Hope Central 

Good Friday Gathering 

Friday 25th March 

10:45 am 

Malton Market Square 

Easter Sunday Celebration 

Sunday 27th March 

10:30am 

Norton College 
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Without doubt Alpha was the best 

Bib le study I  could have  

undertaken. I believed I already 

was a Christian, based on the fact I 

had attended Sunday School. I 

thought all I needed was ‘a bit of a 

brush up’. How wrong I was! I soon 

realised I hardly knew anything, but 

understanding and anticipation 

grew. I loved this journey and found 

good friends along the way.  

The session on the Holy Spirit was 

an Away Day. By lunchtime I was 

very cold so put my coat on. The 

afternoon session was very special. 

We were invited for prayer and one 

of the ladies asked what I wanted 

them to pray for. I said that I wasn’t 

sure I was good enough to be a 

Christian. She smiled and prayed 

the most beautiful prayer. Tears ran 

down my face and I knew I just had 

to have Jesus in my life for always. 

After the prayer I began to get very 

warm and took off my coat.  

Someone explained it was the Holy 

Spirit’s touch. I was amazed!  

I got home at 4.30pm but didn’t 

want to read or watch TV, so sat in 

the quietness feeling so blessed 

and somehow rather different. After 

a while I realised it was 10pm! I 

hadn’t slept, but had been lost in 

wonder, love and grace for nearly 

five hours! 

One day the following January I 

came home from our House Group, 

put my bag on the floor, and as I 

straightened up I saw a blackboard 

with a stick of very white, unused 

chalk at the bottom left hand corner. 

As I watched, the chalk upended 

and began to write in beautiful  

copperplate ‘NEVER UNDERESTI-

MATE THE POWER OF THE 

LORD’. I read it three times before 

the writ ing faded and the  

blackboard disappeared. I knew it 

was a message from God, but what 

did it mean? The next week I 

shared what I’d seen with our 

House Group leader. She didn’t 

know the meaning but said I would 

find out. 

Six weeks later I was told I had  

cancer. That wonderful and timely 

message upheld me and I knew I 

would be OK.  There was no pain, 

no fear and after my op no further 

sign of the cancer.   

I have found God to be a wonderful 

Saviour in so many situations and, 

as we know, He is only a prayer 

away. 

Never underestimate the 
power of the Lord!  

By Lorna Durham 

    

Bring and Share 
Lunch  

Sunday 14th February 

On Sunday 14th February it 

is our  first Bring and Share 

Lunch of 2016. Please stay 

behind after the service and 

enjoy some lunch and  

fellowship.  

Everyone welcome! 

Journey  
2016 

Thurs 28th July - Sat 6th Aug 2016 
Early bird discount before 

29th February 2016 



home, why would I 

only want to receive 

God’s blessing at a 

church meeting? I know for myself 

that I don’t always welcome 

change. I like to think that if  

something needs changing then I’ll 

make a change when I’m ready. 

Floods are destructive and  

disruptive. When God floods my life 

it can be disruptive as well,  

except His flooding usually washes 

away the things I don’t really need 

in life, the items that I can live  

without, the attitudes that I would 

actually be glad to let go of and the 

addictions that I have been wanting 

to be free of for years. When God 

floods your life it will be destructive 

and disruptive, you can’t expect 

God to flood your life and for  

nothing to change. But the result 

once the flood waters recede will be 

good; there will be blessing. 

The challenge for me is what 

prayers am I actually willing to 

pray? Should I pray for God’s  

blessing in my life, for His blessing 

to come like a flood? The simple 

answer, yes. I should also pray that 

God would help me to understand 

His will and goodness in my life, 

that when He brings blessings He 

would also help me to let down my 

defences and allow Him to bless 

me. Will it mean change, will it 

mean disruption? Probably. Will it 

be good? Yes, because God is 

good all the time and that is a truth I 

can rely on, even when my feet are 

getting wet from rising flood waters. 

ENABLE CONFERENCE 

Saturday 27th February 
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Flood Defences By Paul Noble 

At one of the prayer meetings last 

month God gave me a picture or 

illustration relating to the flooding 

over Christmas and spiritual  

blessings or spiritual floods. I often 

hear people praying for God to rain 

down blessings, for His Holy Spirit 

to come like a flood. However when 

it comes to actual flooding we don’t 

pray for more rain, we don’t ask for 

the flood to bless our houses;  

people protect themselves from the 

flood. 

The picture that came to me was 

that I can, build up defences to 

keep out the flood of God’s  

blessing. Obviously I don’t pray, 

“God strengthen my defences 

against your blessing,” but if I’m 

honest my default setting is to grab 

some sandbags and get ready for 

the uncertainty of whether I would 

be flooded or not. Now don’t get me 

wrong I would happily go down to 

the river and look in wonder at the 

rising water levels, at the force and 

expanse of the flood waters.  

However it would be challenging for 

me to willing want my home to be 

flooded, because of the destruction 

that it would cause. I might pray for 

blessing, but what I really mean is I 

want God to bless me without  

disrupting my life too much. I want 

God to be okay with me building a 

sandbag wall around my home to 

protect it while I head out to marvel 

at the flood of His blessing down by 

the river. Except God is good all the 

time, why would I feel the need to 

build a wall of protection around my 

Opening Times: 
 

Everyday: 10am - 3:30pm  

(except Tuesdays and Sundays) 

Sundays 7pm - 8:30pm 

 

When was the last time you  

visited our Coffee House?  All our 

food is prepared with local  

produce and made fresh to  

order: Wraps, Rolls, Soup and 

Baked Potatoes.  There is a full 

range of Coffees and speciality 

teas, a selection of homemade 

cakes and a gluten free menu. 

Some people think our Coffee 

House is only open to those who 

use the services at Hope Central 

but it is open to the general  

public.  Although we don’t make a 

profit every little helps so please 

come and visit.  You will enjoy a 

friendly  relaxed atmosphere and 

professional service with quality 

food at a very reasonable price. 

We also have a take-away menu 

so why not call in on your way for 

a day out and let us provide your 

picnic lunch. 

Hope to see you soon! 

    

Following a 

break for the 

m o n t h  o f 

prayer, the 

GAP Group 

returns on 

Thursday 4th  

February. Speak to Grace  

Abbey for further information. 

ELIM RYEDALE MEN’S MINISTRY 



The first Enable conference of 2016 

is on Saturday 27th February at 

Huddersfield Elim Church, 9:30am  

- 4:30 pm. Tea and coffee will be  

provided throughout the day, but 

lunch will need to be taken with you 

as it isn't provided. 

 

Monthly  
Calendar 

 

Do you miss the monthly calendar? 

We stopped publishing a monthly 
calendar for a few reasons: firstly, 
we couldn’t get all our activities to fit 
on, even with the old A4 format.  
Secondly, a published calendar 
gave no flexibility to add or change 
meetings once it was published 
each month. Therefore we decided 
to encourage everyone to use the 
calendar on our website.  This 
Google calendar can be updated 
daily and has lots more information.  
It can be found at: 

http://www.elimryedale.net/whats
-on/google-calendar/ 

Unable to access the website? 
Please call Hope Central 01653 
697796 
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If you are interested in attending 

then the tickets cost £10 (18+), £1 

(13-17) and £5 (NUS). Please see 

Paul Noble or Graeme Stewart to 

book the tickets and arrange the 

transport. 

Enable Men’s Conference 2016 

Stepping 

Stones  

Tuesday 2nd, 

9th & 23rd 

February 
(No meeting on 

the 16th because 

of half term) 

Parents and Tots 



Dates  at a glance: 

Stepping Stones: 

Tuesday 2nd, 9th & 23rd February 

Young at Heart:  

Wednesday 3rd, 17th February  

Coffee House Church: 

Sunday 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th  

February 

Spring Cottage: 

Tuesday 16th February 2016 

The GAP Group: 

Restarts Thursday 4th February 

Christianity Explored: 

Monday 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 

February  

Bring and Share lunch: 

Sunday 14th February 

Guest Speaker John Glass:  

Sunday 21st February 

ENABLE men’s conference: 
Saturday 27th February 
 
Easter Open Day: 
19th March 
 
Guest Speaker Gordon Neale: 
Sunday 17th April 
 
Catalyst Conference: 
Saturday 23rd April 
 
Guest Speaker David Campbell: 
Sunday 24th April 

As most of you know, I have  

suffered with rheumatoid arthritis 

since the age of 15.  Then about 18 

months ago I was diagnosed as 

having developed amyloidosis, a 

build up of amyloid protein in the 

body which cannot be broken down 

naturally or by medication. 

In April last year I visited the Royal 

Free Hospital in London and the 

consultant was astounded that the 

amount of amyloid had reduced, an 

almost unheard of event.  I was 

convinced that God was at work 

and healing me and I gave a  

testimony to this end. 

You can imagine then how shocked 

and disappointed I was when I  

visited the hospital again in October 

to be told that the amyloid levels 

had soared.  Tests 

showed 163mg of amyloid per litre 

of blood, the safe level is 10mg or 

less. 

Although I didn’t understand this I 

somehow still believed that God 

was in control and that he knew 

what the outcome would be, and so 

once again I asked for prayers for 

healing. 

On 16th December I received the 

latest test results and opened them 

with a mixture of fear and  

expectation.  Praise God, the  

amyloid levels had fallen to just 

3mg in a litre of blood, the lowest 

level since the illness had first been 

discovered.  Please continue to 

pray that God our healer will now 

complete my healing. 
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For further information contact 
Minister: Andy Boxall 

Assistant Minister: Graeme 
Stewart 

Leaders: Graeme Parkins, Sara 
Abbey and Andy Holmes 

 
Hope Central 

62-64 Castlegate, Malton 
YO17 7DZ 

(01653) 697796 
office@elimryedale.net 

God was in control  
By Fiona MacKenzie 

 

 

Are you creative, innovative and 

have a passion to see Christianity 

effectively communicated in 

schools? 

Lift the Lid  has several exciting 

opportunities to join our expanding 

team as a: 

Primary School Resource  

Designer 

Secondary School Resource  

Designer 

Secondary Schools/Youth 

Worker 

Production Manager 

In these roles you will have the  

opportunity to be involved in the 

design and development of RE  

Resources that will support and 

equip teachers in the teaching of 

Christianity in school and inspire 

and impact children in the  

classroom. 

These are exciting and pioneering 

roles for those who can think  

creatively with excellent attention to 

detail coupled with Primary or  

Secondary School teaching  

experience. 

 If you would like to be involved at 

this exciting time we would like to 

hear from you. 

For an informal chat or a full job 

description please contact:   

Becky Ibbotson 

beckyibbotson@elimryedale.net 

Tel no: 01653 228060 

Closing date Friday 19th February 

Job Opportunities 


