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Walk to freedom 
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www.hopecentral.info 

By Andy Boxall 

I love January, not just because it’s 

my birthday but because it feels like 

a brand new start.  I’m not keen on 

making New Year resolutions, I 

can’t keep them, but I do like the 

opportunity to leave the past  

behind.  I’m a born optimist, I enjoy 

change, and I like a fresh challenge 

because I easily get bored.  I  

always believe that bigger and  

better is within my grasp and don’t 

mind working hard to 

get there.  January 

feels like an empty 

book waiting to be 

written the beginning of a brand 

new adventure.  However, I do  

realise not everyone sees a New 

Year in the same way. 

In 1990, Nelson Mandela was  

released from Victor Verster prison 

after 27 years.  I still vividly  

remember the televised ‘walk to 

freedom’ that was shown around 

the world.  I was inspired by the 

way he took Winnie Mandela’s 

hand as he took those first steps 

and raised their fists in victory to the 

crowds that  lined the streets.   

Nelson Mandela had a new  

beginning and within a year he was 

the leader of the African National 

Congress (ANC) and within five 

years Nelson Mandela became 

South Africa’s first black president.  

The best was still to come but how 

did he deal with his past? 18 years 

of his prison sentence were spent 

on Robben Island where Mandela 

was made to do hard labour.  He 

was incarcerated for standing up to 

a white government who had  

introduced ‘apartheid’, a system 

written in law to keep white and 

black people apart.  Mandela  

believed in liberty and equality for 

all, regardless of skin colour and 

belief but it cost him his 

freedom.  When I listen 

to his first speech, I don’t 

remember words of  

anger, a desire to take revenge or 

bitterness towards those who had 

put him in prison.  Somehow  

Mandela didn’t allow his past to  

influence his future.  He was able to 

move on, to let go and find a better 

future. 

For some a New Year can be filled 

with sadness, regret or frustration.  

Looking back on bad decisions or 

life’s unexpected turns brings pain, 

a n x ie t y  a n d  a  se n s e  o f  

hopelessness.  But this New Year is 

your opportunity to take a ‘walk to  

freedom’?  When Nelson Mandela 

made those first few steps he  

wasn’t wearing his old prison 

clothes and he wasn’t carrying any 

luggage, he left it all in the past 

where it belonged.  Why don’t we 

do the same? 

THE BEST IS  
YET TO COME! 
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Our theme for our annual Month of 

P r a y e r  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  2  

Thessalonians 2:2 ‘We had  

previously suffered and been  

insulted in Philippi, as you know, 

but with the help of our God we 

dared to tell you his gospel in spite 

of strong opposition.’  Paul is facing 

strong opposition to sharing the 

gospel but he is determined and 

empowered by the  Holy Spirit. Paul 

is seeing people saved and 

churches planted wherever he 

goes.   
 

Our world has changed this year 

and hostility towards the gospel is 

growing. It is going to take more 

and more courage and faith to 

share the Good News.  Let us pray 

for God to equip us through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and to 

break down any fear that may try to 

take hold. 
 

The journals will be out before the 

end of the year so make sure you 

pick yours up and plan to spend 

extra time in prayer during January.  

Because this is an annual event, I 

think that we have lost some of our 

passion for prayer so can I  

encourage you to set time aside 

and start the year spending quality 

time talking with Jesus? 
 

Dates for the month of prayer 

apart from Start Right and Prayer 

lunch: 

Thursday 7th January : 7:30pm 

Sunday 10th January : 7pm 

Wednesday 13th January : 7:30pm 

Sunday 17th January : 7pm 

Thursday 21st January : 7:30pm 

Sunday 24th January : 7pm 

Wednesday 27th January : 7:30pm 

Friday 29th January : 7:30pm 

Prayer Meeting 

Malton Baptist Church 

Sunday 31st January : 7pm  

All meetings at Hope Central  

except 29th January 

We would like to welcome you 

to Elim Ryedale Church and 

thank you for visiting us today.  

We hope you can relax and 

find our service helpful and 

meaningful. We run a crèche, 

Noah’s Ark (2½ - 5), G-force 

(Years 1-6) and Ablaze (Years 

7-11) during our service.  

Please ask a host for more 

details.  Before you leave 

please stay for refreshments 

and help yourself to any of the 

free resources at our welcome 

desk.  Hope to see you again 

soon.  

Visitors 

Welcome 

Every year there is a week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity and this 

year the theme is ‘Salt of the 

Earth’ and has been written by 

the churches of Latvia.  In  

Southern Ryedale each church 

will host a prayer meeting and 

invite the members of the other 

churches to join together to pray.  

Our meeting will be our Friday 

Prayer Lunch at Hope Central on 

Friday 22nd April.  The prayers 

for the week can be found on the 

website: www.ctbi.org.uk 

Month of Prayer - Dare to tell 
#iknowjesus 
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So we continue the plan with the 

next two events: The BiG Invite on 

Sunday 31st January and then 

Christianity Explored starting 

Monday 8th February at Hope 

Central.  Again we ask that you 

journey with your friends, family, 

neighbours and colleagues and  

invite them to come and visit one of 

our services.  At the BiG invite we 

will explain everything we do, we 

will try to help people understand 

church and who we are without 

feeling they have to commit to  

coming every week.  It is an  

opportunity to come and see, meet 

us and ask questions if they would 

like to.  No-one will be 'put on the 

spot' and everyone will receive a 

warm and friendly welcome. At the 

service we will invite everyone to 

explore Christianity further through 

our course starting on Monday 8th  

February.  This will run slightly  

differently than an Alpha course, 

there won't be a meal but we will 

have drinks, cakes and lots of time 

for discussion around tables.  

Christianity Explored was well  

received by all those who attended 

in Pickering and we forward to  

running the course again closer to 

home. Each week stands alone but 

if you are able to attend each week 

it follows a series.  Guests are all 

given a free copy of the Mark's 

Gospel and a participants guide 

and there is optional follow up study 

for those who want to go deeper.  

Hope you can be there! 

 The Plan... 

    

RESTARTS 
Sunday 7th February 

Coffee House 
Church 

Coffee House Church is 

growing and has become a 

serious alternative if  we 

can ’ t  a t ten d  Sund a y  

mornings.  It has been great 

m e e t i n g  n ew  pe o p l e  

especially our lively group  of 

young people from Ablaze.   

Because of our Month of 

Prayer, Coffee House Church 

starts again on Sunday 7th 

February.  During January we 

will have prayer meetings at 

Hope Central at 7pm.   

    

Bring and Share 
Lunch  

Sunday 13th February 

On Sunday 13th February it 

is our  first Bring and Share 

Lunch of 2016. Please stay 

behind after the service and 

enjoy some lunch and  

fellowship.  

Everyone welcome! 
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Thank you  By Becky Ibbotson  

I would like to say a huge thank you 

to everyone who made the  

Christmas Experience 2015 a year 

to remember. Thank you to the  

actors, crafters, coffee and cake 

makers, painters, costume sewers 

and scenery creators, you are all 

amazing! It is because of such a 

brilliant team that we had a fantastic 

time with nearly 500 children  

hearing about the very first  

Christmas as they travelled through 

time to see the story unfold. We 

have had fantastic feedback from 

teachers and children, many being 

moved to tears so thank you again 

for all your hard work, time and  

effort to make this possible. Also 

thank you to everyone who braved 

the awful weather and came to  

support us on the Open Day, it was 

great to see you all! If anyone is 

interested in joining the team, we 

would love to hear from you. By the 

way Easter is coming soon……

watch this space. 

Some quotes from the children: 

“I learnt to believe in Jesus,”  
Lauren 

 
“I enjoyed it when the beautiful  

Angel came to pregnant Mary and 

stopped to sing to her,” Sofia 
 

“Thanks for the cakes, they were 
tasty,” Aiden 

 
“I liked making the card, my mum 

loved my card,” Isabelle 
 

“Angel Gabriel said to Mary ‘you will 

have a baby and it will be the Sav-

iour of the world.’ That was the best 

bit of the day.”  

Stepping Stones  

Restarts 

Tuesday  

5th January 

For more  

information see 

Jessie Stewart 

There will be NO 

m e e t i n g s  i n  

January due to 

the month of 

prayer. They will 

restart again on  

Thursday 4th February 2016. 

For more information see Grace 

Abbey. 

Opening Times: 
 

Everyday: 10am - 3:30pm  

(except Tuesdays and Sundays) 

Sundays 7pm - 8:30pm 

Young at Heart: Young at Heart: Young at Heart: Young at Heart: Young at Heart: Young at Heart: Young at Heart: Young at Heart: 
Joyce HodgsonJoyce HodgsonJoyce HodgsonJoyce HodgsonJoyce HodgsonJoyce HodgsonJoyce HodgsonJoyce Hodgson        

        

£3£3£3£3£3£3£3£3        

Wednesday 6th & 20th January 
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I heard Andy Hawthorne speak at a 

conference a while ago and one 

thing in particular that he said has 

stuck with me; that testimony is  

powerful. Over the last two years I 

have been sharing testimony with 

you, my story with you through 

these bulletin articles. I have written 

over 11,500 words, all of which 

have been intended to encourage 

you to live out your Christian faith. 

God challenged me to be open, 

honest and authentic in what I write. 

This has certainly been challenging 

at times; there are things I’ve 

shared that have been hard to put 

into print. But I believe what Andy 

Hawthorne spoke about, that telling 

your story, sharing your testimony 

is powerful. 

It’s mostly women who make  

comments about my  

articles and who stop and chat for a 

few minutes about what I’ve written. 

This has intrigued me as I always 

set out to write to encourage men. 

But the comments reveal how when 

we peal back the spotless cover we 

all like to live under and let  

someone else see how life is  

actually going it is encouraging. 

When people see others work 

though difficulties and share their 

own problems it gives others hope. 

I believe God takes my simple,  

honest words and does something 

powerful with them. 

And now I invite you men to do the 

same.  I want other men in Elim 

Ryedale Church to start speaking 

out; to start writing here in this 

space in the bulletin. Each month 

there is the opportunity for you to 

share the highs, lows, the incredible 

and the ordinary of your Christian 

life. My words are not the only ones 

that should appear here. It’s time 

for you to share, for you to write; for 

God to take your story and do 

something incredible. 

So there are a few simple rules: 1. 

This is a space for men to write, as 

part of the bigger picture of 

MPower, Elim’s Men’s Ministry. 2. 

You must write with honesty and 

openness.  

Discipleship 

groups 

Restart  week 

c o m m e n c i n g 

1st February. 

There will be no discipleship 

groups in January to allow 

people to support the month 

of prayer.  

For more information see 

Sara Abbey. 

Guest Speakers  

John Glass 

Sunday 21st February 

Gordon Neale 

Sunday 17th April 

David Campbell 

Sunday 24th April 

Catalyst Weekend 

Don’t miss out! 

We are short of helpers in our 

ABLAZE youth team. If you would 

like to find out how you can get  

involved, either long term or just 

through the transition period, then 

please speak to Andy or Graeme. 

We have an incredible group of 

young people and they need your 

prayers as well as your friendship.  

Please continue to pray for our 

young people and our team through 

this transition period. 

Can you help?    
    

    
 

 

 

 

Ablaze Youth Need You! 

Testimony is powerful...what’s 
your story? By Paul Noble 

Monday 8th February 
Who will you invite? 
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Happy New Year!   
Happy New Year!  By Lesley Hurley 

That’s what we all say to each other 

as if the first of January is some 

mystical portal into a brighter,  

shinier new beginning. How many 

of us will be “going to the gym”, 

“shedding 5lbs”, “giving up the  

cigarettes” or “just being less 

grumpy”. How long does it last? A 

month?, a week? , a day?, until the 

mother-in law comes round? Our 

intentions are honourable but our 

execution of the task fails  

miserably. They say it takes 66 

days to form a new habit or to break 

an old one so unless you started on 

October 27th becoming the new you 

on January 1st will be a bit of a  

challenge!  

It’s the same with our spiritual 

“habits”. We start with good  

intentions and enthusiasm only to 

find ourselves putting off prayer 

times, rushing through reading the 

scripture & missing discipleship 

groups.  

The way to start and maintain a 

new “habit” is first to set up a  

reminder to do the new habit. Put a 

note on the fridge door, an alarm on 

your phone, a sticker on the 

dashboard. Build the new habit into 

your routine. Replace the time 

spent doing a less desirable thing 

with time spent on forming your 

new habit. Make 

space somewhere for 

your new routine, as soon as you 

wake, straight after lunch or instead 

of watching trash TV.  Make your 

new habit a reward; decide this is  

going to be good for me. You won’t 

continue with something that is not  

rewarding, so watch out for results 

& celebrate them.  

We can of course start a “New 

Habit” any day of the year,  

remember God’s mercies are new 

every morning (Lamentations 3:  

22-23) Our strength can be found in 

God (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) and we 

may have perseverance through 

that strength (Colossians 1:11-12) 

Praise God we are not alone! 

So good luck with the new you!  We 

should all be seeing some  

improvement by March the 6th !! 

Foodbank Opening Times 

Tuesday: 2.00pm - 4.00pm at 7A 

Howe Road, Norton, YO17 9BH 

Wednesday: 10.00am - 12.00pm at 

Hope Central, 62-64 Castlegate, 

Malton, YO17 7DZ 

Thursday: 4.00pm - 6.00pm at 

Methodist Church, Potter Hill, 

Pickering, YO18 8AA 

Friday: 1.30pm - 3.30pm at Hope 

Central, 62-64 Castlegate, Malton, 

YO17 7DZ 

Contact details for foodbank 

(01653) 697796 

ryedalefoodbank@gmail.com 

www.ryedale.foodbank.org.uk 

(01653) 692616 

Please Call our FREE  

confidential helpline and leave a 

message. A trained Hope Debt 

Advisor will be in touch as soon 

as they can. 

Facebook Page 

If you are on Facebook then why 

not follow us on our Elim Ryedale 

Facebook Page or ask to join the 

Elim Ryedale Group. 

www.elimryedale.net 
Don’t forget to visit the Elim 

Ryedale website for more  

information 

Month of Prayer - raising the bar - praying an hour a day 
dare to tell  #iknowjesus 

Useful websites: 
 

www.talkingjesus.org 
 

www.blueletterbible.org 
 

www.biblegateway.com 
 

www.answersingenesis.org 
 

www.elim.org.uk 
 

www.eden.co.uk 
 

www.elimfestival.org 
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Through the years... 
A hundred years ago, in County 

Monaghan, Ireland, the Elim  

Pentecostal Church was founded.  

The name Elim was taken from an  

account in the Bible where the  

Nation of Israel found refreshing as 

they fled to freedom.  Many new 

churches were planted and began 

to grow rapidly in the UK.  The 

church in Ryedale began in 1935 

and we are now 80 years old.  Here 

are a few pictures from our past. If 

you look carefully you may see 

someone you recognise! 

Left: The keys to Greengate being 

handed to church leaders in 1958. 
 

Below: Greengate was sold 2015 

after not being used for meetings 

for several years. 

Left: Mums and Toddlers Group 

meeting in Greengate in 1995 
 

Below: The meeting room in  

Newbeggin before moving to 

Greengate.  Previously the church 

had met in Castlegate above what 

is now Stuart’s of Driffield Fish and 

Chip shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Congregation members in 

Wentworth Street car park, Malton 

on a March for Jesus in 1993. 



Dates  at a glance: 

Stepping Stones: 

Restarts Tuesday 5th January 

Young at Heart:  

Wednesday 6th & 20th January 

2016 

Mid-week Prayer Meetings: 

Wednesday 13th & 27th January 

Thursday 7th & 21st January at 

Hope Central, 7.30pm 

Sunday Night Prayer Meetings: 

Sunday 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st 

January at Hope Central, 7.00pm 

Spring Cottage: 

Tuesday 19th January 2016 

Friday Night Prayer Meeting: 

Friday 29th January at The Baptist 

Church, 7.30pm 

The BIG invite: 

Sunday 31st January 

The GAP Group: 

Restarts Thursday 4th February 

Christianity Explored: 

Monday 8th February  

Bring and Share lunch: 

Sunday 13th February 

Guest Speaker John Glass:  

Sunday 21st February 

Catalyst Conference: 
Saturday 23rd April    

I was born in Sheffield into a  

Christian/Church going family.  I 

was baptised at Ecclesfield Church 

as a baby and confirmed at West 

Lutton Church when I was 14 years 

old.  During my later teenage years, 

however,   I went away from God 

and the church although I was still a 

believer. 

When I met Christine, we started 

going back to church at Hunmanby 

where Christine was baptised as an 

adult and in fact we married at that 

church. 

We had a cafe business in  

Scarborough but unfortunately the 

business struggled somewhat and 

during this time my faith was sorely 

tested.  Finally we packed the  

business in but looking back now, 

even though things were very  

difficult at that time I can see that 

God had an instrumental hand in 

guiding us through.  We moved to 

Gilling shortly after but did still need 

help which led us to Ryedale  

Foodbank where we met John 

Mackenzie.  He introduced us to 

Elim Ryedale Church and we  

attended the Big Invite Service over 

12 months ago and we 

a lso s tar ted to  

frequent Hope Central 

Coffee House. 

Throughout this time I have felt that 

I was on a journey and I do believe 

that God has put me on this path, 

which although difficult at times, 

has grown my faith.  Since joining 

Elim Ryedale Church I feel that God 

has touched me and cleansed me.  

He’s renewed my love of the bible 

and of praying and I feel that I have 

had a personal encounter with God 

like I’ve never known before.  I have 

recently been baptised in the Spirit 

and begun to speak in tongues and 

I truly feel like I am in God’s will 

now especially with working at the 

Coffee House. 

I want people to know from my 

story that God is there for them, He 

never gives up on you.  He carries 

you through the tough times and He 

strengthens us for the future.  My 

life, my marriage, in fact every part 

of my life is enhanced by Him and I 

want people to believe from my  

experience that all this is very real 

and it can be real for you too! 
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For further information contact 
Minister: Andy Boxall 

Assistant Minister: Graeme 
Stewart 

Leaders: Graeme Parkins, Sara 
Abbey and Andy Holmes 

 
Hope Central 

62-64 Castlegate, Malton 
YO17 7DZ 

(01653) 697796 
office@elimryedale.net 

My Journey By Richard Jarvis 


